
Smartphone app: WDFW Moose Survey 

Your participation in the Moose Observation Survey 
will help Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) collect long-term data on moose 
population status and trend. This citizen-science 
based survey takes advantage of the use of mobile 
phones.  

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) has been monitoring moose annually using 
helicopter surveys, and is currently in the process of 
developing a population estimate for the northeast 
portion of the state. However, ongoing population 
monitoring is expensive and limited by weather 
conditions and other logistic challenges. Thus, 
observations provided from the public over a broad 
geographic range can be very helpful to track long-term changes and inform our management 
decisions. 

This app is based from a pilot project that was initiated by Dr. Mark Boyce in 2012 at the 
University of Alberta and adapted for use in the state of Washington by WDFW. 

Download the Reporting App:  
 iPhone from Apple store:  WDFW Moose Survey 

 Android from Google Play: WDFW Moose Survey 
 

After installing the app and before using it, you will need to agree to the “license 
agreement”. The license agreement will look like this on your phone: 
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https://uofa.ualberta.ca/biological-sciences/faculty-and-staff/academic-staff/mark-boyce
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id995389525
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.wa.wildlifesurveyapplication


Details of the app: 

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE? 
Washington hunters (we particularly encourage “non-moose” hunters to participate, as they 
will not stop observing once seeing a moose), hikers, bikers, fishermen, and any other folks 
frequently outdoors in northeast Washington are encouraged to participate.  
 
SURVEY AREA 
WDFW is particularly interested in observations in the northeast portion of Washington, north 
of Spokane. We discourage reporting observations that are seen from high-traffic roads and 
urban areas.  
 
PARTICIPATION PERIOD 
We are interested in collecting observations between September – November every year. After 
this point, bull moose begin to drop antlers every year, making it difficult to distinguish bulls 
from cows.  
 
HOW OBSERVATIONS WILL BE USED 
With the data collected through this survey, wildlife managers will be able to monitor moose 
populations each year and they will be able to detect the consequences of changes in harvest 
regulations, predation, winter tick outbreaks, or other unexpected causes of population 
change. Every winter, a link will be provided on the Moose Survey page so you can see the final 
results of the survey in which you contributed. 
 
WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO USE THE SMARTPHONE APP: 

1. Your “WildID” number if you’re a hunter, or use any 11-digit number if you don’t have a 
WildID. 

2. The “GMU” (Game Management Unit) where you observed the moose. If you are 
unsure which GMU you were located in, a map is available here or you can report online 
here. 

3. The total number of bulls, cows, calves, or unidentified moose that you saw that day 
while afield. Only report moose that you saw clearly. Please do not report moose based 
on footprints, scat, beds etc. We ask that you report sighting the same day that you 
observe moose.  Recording moose sightings on the same day is important to accurate 
reporting.   

4. The “Hours afield hunting” that day (Note: you DO NOT need to be hunting to enter 
your hours afield). For example, if you were mountain biking on trails for 4 hours one 
day and you observe a moose, you would enter in 4 hours in the “hours afield hunting” 
box.    
 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

The phone app is programed to remind you to enter your data at 8 PM (this can be turned off 
on days when you’re not afield). You can still enter observations into the app if you are out of 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/viewing/moose/
https://fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov/wa/wdfw/oc_system/index.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/gmu/
http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/GeoForm/index.html?appid=e639b4afb124479e9516f291d5a1e517%20


cell signal range. The data will be stored on the smart phone and when your cell phone 
communication is established, the recorded moose observations are instantly transferred to a 
database maintained at WDFW’s Olympia headquarters. No personal data is stored or required. 

Washington hunters assist already by reporting their hunting activity on WDFW’s web-based 
harvest reporting system. This app does NOT replace that reporting requirement.   

 

If you experience technical difficulties with your smartphone or the app, you may also report 

sightings online here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov/wdfw/licenses_hunter_report.html
http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/GeoForm/index.html?appid=e639b4afb124479e9516f291d5a1e517%20


How to use the app on Android:  

1. Open the app on your smartphone:  

 

2. Enter your WildID (or any 11-digit number if you do not have one) and the GMU you 
were located in when you observed the moose. Press OK:  

 

3. Enter the total number of moose (bulls, cows, calves, or unidentified) that you saw that 
day and the total hours afield that day. Press Submit!:  

 

 

  



How to use the app on iPhone:  

1. Open the app on your smartphone:  

 

2. Enter your WildID (or any 11-digit number if you do not have one). Press OK:  

 

3. Enter the GMU you were located in when you observed the moose. Press OK:  

 

 
 
 
 



4. Enter the total number of moose (bulls, cows, calves, or unidentified) that you saw that 
day and the total hours afield that day. Press Submit!:  

 

 

Thank you for Participating! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


