Wildlife Program
Weekof July 1420, 2014

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D _IVISON

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Bat Conservation Project Support Selection of 2014 Competitive State Wildlife Grant
projects, recently announced by USFWS, included a North American Bat Monitoring Pilot
Expansion Project that involves 8 western states (AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, TX UT, W5

broad coalition of western s&s will build capacity to implement facets of the North American
Bat Monitoring Program. The overall project will receive nearly $500,000 of SWG funding for
which there is a noefederal match requiremen#irizona Game and Fish Department is the
overall poject coordinator, but each partner state develops its own SWG contract within that
umbrella. WDFW is the WA state partner through the Wildlife Diversity DivisDFW will
receive about $86,700 of SWG funding to be directed toward its role in nagftorés to

monitor and track bats that are Species of Greatest Conservation Need; information collection on
other bat species will be possible concurrenByimary staff involved in obtaining this added
financial support for WDFW included Eric Gardneenfy Becker, Joe Buchanan, Gerry Hayes,
Bruce Thompson, and Gary Wiles.

Survey Progress for SGCN Butterflies Ann Potter and Mary McCallum, Wildlife Diversity
Biologists continued surveys and monitoring for butterfly species of greatest conservation need
(SGCN) inhabiting native grasslands and oak woodlands (as part of the State Wildlife Grant
funded PrairieDak restoration project)Surveys and monitoring in 2014 have been completed

for 6 of the 10 focal SGCN butterflies: the ealligate Propertius Dkgwing, Hoary Elfin,

Sonora Skipper, Puget Blue, Great Artic, and state endangered Mardon Skippeys are

currently underway in south Puget Sound for adult Gspangled Fritillary, Valley Silverspot,

and Oregon Branded S kckepspoeavipositomsites bnahe noftta y | or 6 s
Olympic Peninsula.

Priority Landscapes of Conservation NeedSection Manager Wilkerson and Division

Manager Gardner hosted discussions with Habitat Program leadership and the Executive
Management Team about a pdiehprocess for identifying Priority Landscapes of Conservation
Need at the statewide level, with associated plesed work both internally and with external
partners.The concept was well received and we are moving forward to develop an-agdacy
team to develop and apply more refined criteria for identification beyond the initial discussion
piece developed by the Wildlife Program.

Natural Heritage Advisory Council: Section Manager Wilkerson attended the Washington

DNR NHAC Meeting on July'Bas WOF W6 s r e p r Bisession imdlutled an.update of

the Natural Areas Program, the Natural Areas Plan, the Forest Restoration Strategy, and NHAC
leadership and business.



Climate Change:Section Manager Wilkerson participated in a July 9th meetingeoddimt
Implementation Working Group of the National Fish, Wildlife, and Plants Climate Adaptation
Strategy as WDFWO6s represent afthe I WGwillde st at e, f
releasing a report on the status of implementation work arourabtiméry in SeptemberThe

JIWG approved a stakeholder outreach strategy and discussed next steps for the overall work

plan.

Sage Grouse:Section Manager Wilkerson worked with USFWS staff on Jtlljo%design a

spatial analysis intended to inform antbptize private land for sage grouse conservation. The
intent is to inform discussion regarding interest in the agricultural community in participating in
a Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances program that would provide assurances
for contirued management of private lands in the event of a federal listing of the sage grouse,
according to agreed upon conservation measures.

Wildlife Diversity Advisory Council (WDAC): The WDAC conducted a conference call to
discuss their review and commentpr e ss f or t he Game Divisionds (
Plan. The majority of WDAC members participated in the call, as did Director Phil Anderson,

Game Division Manager Dave Ware, and Diversity Division Manager Eric Gardner.

Teanaway Community Forest SectionManager Wilkerson participated in a field tour Jul{'10

with the Teanaway Community Forest Advisory Committee to explore existing and potential
recreation activities and management on the Teanaway Community Ratikstrson facilitated

a breakout sessin focused on developing objectives for recreation on the TCF to inform the
Advisory Committeeds recommendations to the D
the overall management plan for the TCF.

GOAL 3: USE SOUND BUSINESS RACTICES, DELIVER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE.

Outreach with the Falconry Community: Conservation Assessment Section Manager Bruce
Thompson participated in ttesemmeme et i ng of t he Washington Falc
(WFA). This participation responded to a request fromotiganization for additional

interaction and information exchang€he forum provided opportunities for Wildlife Diversity

Division staff to gain acquaintance with WFA members, see and hear aspectsroluyebwork

by members to care for raptors heldlanpermits from WDFW, obtain feedback on recently

adjusted procedures for annual permits to take peregrine falcons for falconry use, and to respond

to questions.Staff from Wildlife and Enforcement Programs in Region 4 also was present at the
meeting. This was a productive forum to gain greater awareness of the people affected by

WDFW regulations and procedures and the wildlife resources they use.

GOAL 4: MAINTAIN A HIGHLY SK ILLED AND MOTIVATED WORKFORCE.

National Professional Recognition Conservation Assessment Section Manager Bruce
Thompson was recently elected \deeesident of The Wildlife Society, to be installed at the
Annual Conference in October 201%he Wildlife Society is an organization of professional
wildlife biologists, coservationists, and managers with more than 11,000 members worldwide



but mostly in North America; many of them are among staff in state and federal fish and wildlife
resource agenciedJpon installation, Bruce will begin ayear track of membership on TWS
Council that guides operations of the organization.

SCIENCE DIVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Eastern Washington Fires: As you all know the wildfires in Okanagan County have taken

their toll. Mike Schroeder is currently housing a couple residents of Pateros (and their 2

cats). The governor is meeting with former WDFW employee and Pateros city councilman
George Brady todagsunday). George has taken leadership of the recovery effort in that

area. George's house escaped the fire by a few fleetmer WDFW employee Fred Wiltse

wasn't as lucky. Dan Peterson and his staff were trapped for a night in the upper Indian Dan
CanyonWildlife Area, which appears to have mostly burndthey are OK.Mike has some
georeferenced photos of the wildlife area which should provide sometéwnmy

comparisonsMike also redid some photos in Fraser Creek about a month ago that I took back in
2006. The 2006 photos were replicates of photos taken in 1968 and T8&6nap below was

created by John Talmadge to show how the fire footprint overlays with WDFW Wili¢e job
John!
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Mazama Pocket Gopher: Research Scientist Gail Olson and her crew wrapped up what should
be the final season of intensive monitoring of the population of Mazama pocket gophers that was
established at West RocRyairieWildlife Area via translocations in 2062011. In 3 monthsof
live-trapping, the crew captured 362 individual pocket gophers, including 283 adults, 63
juveniles, and 16 of unknown ag®f the adults, 93 were recaptures from previous years,
including 3 individuals (all female) that were part of the very firstasdan 2009.That makes

them at least 5 years oldWe also recaptured 7 individuals that were released in 2010, some of
which could also be 5 years oldl'he population overall appears to be very healthy, and growing
steadily both in numbers and are@wgied. Although the true success of the project can only

be determined over a longer time frame, it appears that gophers have really found themselves a
home at West Rocky Wildlife Area.

REGION 1

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Wolverine Monitoring Stations: Wildlife Biologist o
Annemarie Prince identified two potential deployment sites it
the Wedge and checked two wolverine-poie stations in the g
Boulder Pass area. No wolverines were detected, but she dig-
get pictures of a mule deer and a couple black bear.

Asotin Bighorn Sheep: On Tuesday, two young bighorn rams were observed on the edge of
Asotin near some domestic goa@n Tuesday afternoon, DB Wik was able to successfully dart
one of the 2 with thielp of Officer Sabo and biologist Woodallhe other ram was able to
escape for that day, but did have an eartag from a previous capture this wamtdre following

4 days, WDFW (Wik and Vekasy) and IDFG (Cassirer) staff attempted to capture grld sam
this young ram without success.

Wildlife Areas

Asotin Creek Wildlife Area Well Water: Biologist Woodall

checked the well at Smoothing Iron on the Asotin Creek Wildlife
Area and reset the timer from 8 hours to 12 hours pumpimyis

hot weathehas had the elk greatly consuming more water than
normal and our supply in the tank has dwindlgde hope to keep

the tanks near full in case DNR or USFS fire trucks need to tap into
it.

Left: Winter wheat heavily used by elklhey
ate it as fast as igrew!

Right: Winter Wheat food plot well received by
the elk ;




Private Lands/Access

Deer-vehicle Collision: Biologist Thorne Hadley was contacted by the mother of a young man

who was driving a wheat harvest truck that hit a white tailed buck just oofdiolen. She said

that the young man wasndét going fast but the
Biologist Thorne Hadley and Natural Resource Worker Pearson drove out the reported site but
could not find the buck.

Stevens County Fish and WildlifeAdvisory Group (SCFWAG): Specialist Shepherd attended
the monthly SCFWAG with District Biologist Base and gave an update on wolves to and
discussed other predators with local sportsmen.

Permits and PreSeason Correspondence for Damage Prevention CooperagiAgreement
(DPCA) Landowners: Conflict Specialist Bennett resumed contacting landowners with current
DPCAs for deer, elk, and turkey numbers in their commercial crops. Most landowners were out
in the field tending crops.

Game Damage: Wildlife Conflict Technician Bendixen spoke with a landowner who is

currently enrolled in the Hunt by Written Permission program about deer damage that he is
experiencing in his alfalfa field. Bendixen explained the options available to address

damage.The landowner sigriea Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreement and was issued

five damage permits armhekill permit. Bendixen left him with some hazing advice and an
article about the effectiveness of deer repel
packet.

PalouseSAFE projects: Biologist Lewis assisted two landowners with the application process
for the CRP Palouse SAFE program. One project is 60 acres and the other is 20 acres.

Private Lands Access:Natural Resource Worker Wade continued to conduct early ngprnin

and late evening hazing efforts south of Pomeroy in Garfield and Asotin CouMasie has

been encountering several large groups of deer and a spike bull elk that thinks he is a mule deer
buck.

Large group of Mule deer bucks near Peola  gpike Bull elk travelling with some mule

deer bucksutside of the elk fence south of
Pomeroy



REGION 2

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Golden Eagle: Biologists Volsen and Gallie assisted Raptor Researcher Watsobhamiting a
fledgling golden eagleThe bird fledged from the Rocky Reach Dam territory down onto Hwy
97A, where Volsen retrieved the bird after a motorist reporte@fier getting a clean bill of

health from Rehab Vet Womack, we placed the solar GPS

transmitter on the bird, collected samples, and fed the bird

before releaseWanting to give it the best chance of ___—" \ _=="
survival, we needed to hike it back up to the nest area,
which happened to be a 1000 vertical feet up a hillside to
where the parents could late it for feeding.This also
happened to be a day of 103 degree temps, so we waie
until evening to hike the bird bacK.he released bird was
in good condition, the rattlesnakes were on cue when we ¢
descended in the dark, and the Biologists were whooped
Locations received from the GPS transmitter indicate t
fledging is alive and moving and most likely being fed K
the adults.

J

Gallie and Watson processing the fledgling golden eag;
and preparing it for release.

Sage Grouse RecoveryBiologist Gallieand SGI Biologist Brown mapped and inventoried all
the fence lines within 1 mile of all known leks in Douglas Couftgnces immediately around
leks have been shown to be most likely areas where grouse collisions Meckimg with

plastic tabs or remuing these fence lines will reduce fence collision mortality. Sage Grouse
Initiative has funding available to landowners for fence marking and remdi@aimapped
approximately 33 miles of fence lines within 1 mile of lek sité& collected data on the
condition of the fence, presence of grazing, and owner of the fé&ine.of the 33 miles have
already been marked from SGI contracd additional 13 miles will also be proposed to be
marked in areas where grazing still occut4. miles will be recommeled to be removed
completely as they occur on the edges of wheat/canola fields, are incomplete, or just standing
posts with down wire SGI will take the lead on landowner contacfghile we did not

specifically search for grouse, we were surprised eédbderoods of sage grouse (26 birds

total). It did not seem normal to see that many grouse and we hope this is the first sign of the
population rebound.

Wildlife Areas

Carlton Complex Fire: As of Sunday July 20, 2014 the Carlton Complex fire has burned
237,237 acres within Okanogan Coun8o far many different wildlife habitats have been
affected with deer winter range the largest affeci&fith the fire continuing to burn, negative



affects to wildlife will be better assessed when the extent of the fire is realihedsafety of

people and property is of the most importahihe following paragraphs were taken from the

| atest update on Sunday JulyolfMmat20ad4Sysobemdh
(http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/39§7¢oncerning the Carlton Complex fire:

AThe Carlton Complex fires started on July 14
through he Methow Valley. The Carlton Complex consists of four fires: Stokes Fire, Gold Hikes

Fire, French Creek Fire and the Cougar Flat. The Stokes and Gold Hikes fires are now one larger

fire. The fires are burning in timber and grass. Cooperating agenciedertble U.S. Forest

Service (USFS), Washington State Department of Natural Resources, (WA DNR), Bureau of

Land Management, WA Department of Fish & Wildlife, Okanogan Fire District 6, Okanogan

Fire District 15 and t he Theledrene rabehatdaoandhoyy Sher
weather conditions will continue to challenge firefighting efforts. Structure Protection crews are
working throughout the fire areas patrolling and monitoring around structures. Firefighters are
working with propertyownerst hel p reduce vegetation and r emc

CARLTON COMPLEX | |°
WANES-$34
o ® 4rve] Whes o ot

Carlton Complex Blowup late evening July Carlton Complex Fire map; Sunday July 20,
17" over Blue Lake Sinlahekin Wildlife Area. 2014. Fromt he Al nci Web
Photo by Justin Haug Il nformati on Syst ¢

(http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/396Y/



http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/3967/
http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/3967/

Attached are a few photos taken by Wildlife Area Manager Dan Peterson on Siiuday.
single living bitterbrush could be foun&ach area has been wiped clean of their bitterbrush and

sagebrushl t 6s qui te depressi ng, elaa/®lanogan countytne® | i ke
a few miles south of Okanogan, a distance of some 30 miles.




Carlton Complex Fire 1 Chiliwist: Late Friday the Carlton Complex Fire took aim at the
Chiliwist and Malott areas moving quickly from the northwédste town of Malott was spared

for the most part but the Chiliwist Wildlife Area and community to the west were heavily
damaged (see pictures below). The wildlife area was completely burned over by the fire. The
Stout inholding was spared, however thedrisal barns to the south were consumed. Manager
Haug has already begun taking stock of what was lost in terms of infrastructure and will have an
estimate soon.

Abovei The postfire effects of the Carlton omplex Fire on the ChiliwigVildlife Area taken
approximately 24 hours after the fire had passed through. Photos by Justin Haug.

Chelan County Wildfires: Four wildfires are burning in Chelan County currently, the Mills
Canyon Fire at 22,500 acres, the Chiwaukum Fire at 10,12Q aackthe Kelley Mtn (98 acres)
and the Duncan fire at 833 acr&3ontainment ranges from 75% (Mills canyon) to 0%
(Chiwaukum and Duncan).



Perimeter of the Chiwaukum Fire in Chelan County.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES



Wildlife Management

Peregrine Falcon: Images a local male peregrine falcon banded in District 7 at roughly 15
days of age and again at 59 days.

Wildlife Areas

Moist Soil Management Biologist O.
Duvuvuei gave a tour of the Frenchman
Wasteway, Regulated Acce&Reserve
Area to Biologist E. DuvuvueiWater
levels were adjusted to moisten soil in the
Regulated Access Area to promote growth
of the millet which was seeded this
spring. The millet, smartweed, dock, and
bidens are all thick and healthyhe

seeds pduced from these desired plants
should provide plentiful waterfowl forage

and excellent hunting opportunities this . .
fall. A solid, healthy stand of bidens and smartwe:

with millet intermixed at the Frenchmen Regulate
Access Area.Photo by O. Duvuvuei

Migratory Birds : Biologist E. Duvuvuei continued scouting graiting efforts for waterfowl &
dove trapping.The game cameraptos below show waterfowl use at a trapping site that should
be productive next week.



