Wildlife Program
Week ofJuly 281 August 3 2014

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D IVISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Fishers As part of the ongoindlational Environmental Policy Act (NEPAnalysis and the
development of the environmental assessment associated with the Cascades fisher reintroduction,
Biologist Jeff Lewis reviewed and revised a first complete draft of the environmental assessment
as well as the associated biological assessifior the US Fish and Wildlife Service

(USFWS) Lewis also reviewed comments and revised an outline for the Candidate

Conservation Agreement with Assurances that we will submit to the USFWS in the event that

the fisher is proposed for listing in Washiog under théandangered Species AESA).

Sagegrouse Candidate Conservation Agreement Formation:Section Managers Becker and
Wilkerson met with the U.S.ish and Wildlife Serviceand Lands Division staff to discuss
composing the Candidate Consdiwa Agreement with Assurances for Sage Grolwe. hope
to include both the state and private landowners in the agreements.

GOAL 4: MAINTAIN A HIGHLY SK ILLED AND MOTIVATED WORKFORCE.

Recruitment Completed to Expand Citizen Science CapacityRecruitment has been

completed for the Community Outreach and Environmental Education Specialist 4 position that
was redescribed when Chuck Gibilisco retired in January 204iéndy Connally, currently
employed in Austin, Texas was selected for thetfwwsi During 2 rounds of interview, Ms.
Connally stood out based on applicable experience, pertinent education, extent of professional
engagement in wildlife outreach, and direct familiarity with working in wildlife diversity
programs in a state wildlifagency.Ms. Connally holds a B.S. degree from Texas A&M
University in Wildlife & Fisheries Science and has 27 years of progressively responsible
experience in public interaction, wildlife diversity, project management, volunteer coordination,
resource coservation, partnership development, and data management with multiplarsiat
federal resource agencies. These agencies inCliel®ature Conservancy, a consulting firm, a
water management agency, and county governm®iet.n dy 6 s pr i mariythis esponsi
position will be to develop citizen science endeavors to assist collection of species and
ecosystem status informatio8he also will play a key role in facilitating outreach and education
endeavors to build public awareness of Diversity Divisiod Wildlife Program conservation
objectives.Ms. Connally will begin work a¥vashington Department of Fish and Wildlife

(WDFW) on September 22, 2014.

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management




Grouse Tracking at Swanson Lakes Wildlife

| Area: Biologist Lowe radietracked sharpailed

and sage grouse in the Swanson Lakes area with Dr.
Kim Thorburn and Technician Leste@ne radio

was retrieved from a shatpiled male mortality,

most radioed birds wetecated, and a group of sage
grouse was seen crossing the road (see photo).

Radio-collared sage grousehoto by K. Thorburn

Blue Mountains Game Surveys:District
Wildlife Biologist Wik conducted 3 deer/elk
surveys during the weekl'he data has not
been compiled yet, but approximately 240 el
were classifiedas well asiundreds of
deer. Numerous adult bucks were observed,
indicating a productive hunting season shou
be forecast for District 3Also, numerous
chukar and Hungarian partridge broodsre
observed, all with more than 10 chicks per
hen.

Mule deer buck observed in an unharvested
canola field while conducting game surveys.

Wildlife Areas

WT Wooten Wildlife Area i Large Wood Projects. In-stream river work on the Tucannon
River continue for Large Wood projects iAroject Area (PA)L4. Materials continued to be
stockpiled for PA 15 and istream work will begin next week. Asst. Wildlife Area Manager
Dingman flagged out an area for spoils to be deposited in PA 15.

Structure in PA

14 near
Tucannon

i Hatchery.

Large Wood
structure in PA
14 near

{ Campground 2




GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Private Lands/Access

ﬁ ) )

Hunting Access Posting on Snake

River: Biologist Lewis and Technician Clements

. worked with Officer King to post Hunting by

~ Reservation Only properties that have boundaries on
the Snake River. River side boundaries were
accessed from one of WDFWenforcenent boats.
The landowners expressed concern and an ongoing
problem with hunters illegally accessing the
property from the river.

View of the hunting property

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Ruby Creek Pack Female:Specialist Shepherd spent multiple days and evenings in the Tiger
area south of lone attempting to haze the Ruby Creek wolf and discussing tivaitissue
residents.This animal moves back and forth between private property and the Colville National
Forest.

Successful Whitman County Kill Permit Hunt: Conflict Specialist Bennett received a text
message and photo from a current Damage Prevention Ctepefsgreement (DPCA)
Landowner that had recently received a Kill and several Damage Permits. The text message
included a very happy landowner and a youth hunter that had harvested a doe last week utilizing
the kill permit.

Successful
youth hunter
on adamage
hunt near
Colfax,

. Washington




Wildlife Management

National Wild Pheasant Technical
Committee Meeting: Supervisor %
McCanna had another conference call
this week to work to finalize meeting
preparationsMcCanna continues to
contact each of thihirty nine states and =SS
theGovernment of Saskatchewanto |
compile contact informatigrandto
determinaf they will be participating in
the September meeting.he goal of the
first national meeting being on the west
coast is to get other west coast stabes
participate in the meetingso far,
Oregon and Utah will be attending the
meeting. The other state in the plan
under region one is ldaho. Hazing Cows and calves in Standing Wheat

Elk Damage to Garbanzo Bean, Peas and Wheat Crop&onflict Specalist Rasley and
Conflict Specialist Bennett were able to cover most of the high priority damage crops in Walla
Walla & Columbia County. At 5 a.m. it was 80 degrees.

Wildlife Areas

Cross Country Team vists Sherman Creek Wildlife Area (WLA): Staff enountered a group

of runners on Sherman Creek WLA, along the Trout Lake Road that turned out to be the Cross
Country running team from North Central High &% : 28 :
School in SpokaneThe team has been coming uyf
to this area for the past 16 years for their summe
training camp, running in different areas *.
nearby. Besides Trout Lake Road, they also run §
the South Fork Sherman Creek Road, and the
Locust Grove Trail located across Lake Rooseve
from Sherman Creek WLA on National Park
Service land.This was the firstime that staff had |
met these folksNatural Resource Technician
Jerry AChriso Chri st en®s
trail system on the wildlife area and provided thef@
with maps of its routeThey were previously
unaware of the trail, but interested gesg what
the 5+ mile system had to offer.

about

Members of the North Central High School Cross
Country Team at the end of a run on Monday ;
morning along the Trout Lake Road on Sherman Creek WLA



Chief Joseph Wildlife Areai Boundary stock fence project:Wildlife Area Manager Bob

Dice and Biologist David Woodall spent Monday and Tuesday inspecting the recently completed
Chief Joseph boundary fencéhe fence was erected by a Contractor and CAMP was not able to
send an inspector over for a final inspectiémspecting the fence in 100 degree weather was not
an easy task given the extreme terrain where this fence is locandglone deficiency was

found in the fenceAn eyebolt had pulled away from its anchoring point in a rd@kerall, this

is anextremely well built and strong fencdt is entirely made of steel and will never buffhe

corner posts are all cemented in and in most cases, the posts holes had to be drilled in solid
rock. Many of the tposts also had to be drilled iAll of the oldwire and steel from the

previous fence has been picked up and hauled aiagh if it had to be flown off the Mountain

with a helicopter.Our problems with trespass livestock on this part of the wildlife area should be
greatly minimized with completionf¢he fence.

o~

Photos from the Boundary stock fence
project.




REGION 2

NO REPORT THIS WEEK

REGION 3
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

Sunnyside Wildlife Area---
Manager Greg Bjornstrom

Assistant Manager Buser
worked with LKE Enterprises .. S /A\
and Ducks Unlimited engineers T e
to finish the West Pigeon Pond
renovation project at Mesa
Lake.

Wrapping up construction on
the dike repair at Mesa Lake

Wildlife Management

District 4 Private Lands
Biologist --- Ryan Stutzman

Private Lands Biologist Stutzman baited the d
this week. The previous dayébés bait was gone e
sites. Trapping will begin next week.

District 8 Wildlife Biologistd Jeff Bernatowicz

Turkeys: Biologist Bernatowicz corresponded with Captain Mann regarding some pen raised
Rio Grande Turkeys that are loose in Sel@he Yakama Nation has turkey traps and will loan
if needed.

= . Mt. Goats Survey: Biologist Bernatowicz worked
with Biologists Moore and Anderson to set up ground
survey routes betweerfD and Highway 2.

A landowner in the Teanaway called Officer Peterson

to report a wolf in her horse pastufdo negative

interactions were observeahd no known livestock
issues have occurre@fficer Peterson discussed wolf




issues with the landowner and Biologist Becker was notifiddlogist Becker confirmed that
this individual was the collared male from the Teanaway P3plecialist Wetzel ckdd the
landowner to update them with information.

District 8 Assistant District Wildlife Biologist---William Moore

Mt. Goats: Biologist Moore began creating route and area description maps for an upcoming
ground Mt. Goat survey thatwillbepefioe d by Washingtondés Chapter
Moore used historic, recent intervieand modeling data to identify high density goat areas from

190 to Highway 2 on the eastern slopes of the Casctusdetermined the best potential

access. The mapqducts will be part of a packet of information to assist the volunteers.

Example Access Map:

Goat Observation Area, Davis Peak

Colockum Bull Study: Biologist Moore checked the recently collared balsl all seem to be
doing well.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area---Manager Ross Huffman



Manager Huffman delivered fishing regulations to several local businesses that were in low
supply. For some reason the wildlitrea received 4 large boxes of the regulations this

year. Most years we get %2 box shipped and do not pass all of thos@lbaf.the businesses
were appreciative of the regulations and now they are not taking up space in the office.

NRW 2 Smith pickd up trash at all of the swimming holes on the wildlife arBae areas are
getting plenty of use with the hot weath&mith also cleaned up a swimming hole at horseshoe
bend on private propertyl hat area was full of used diapers and lots of othehtdslanager
Huffman contacted the landowner who is aware of the use and appreciated us picking up the
trash. They do not see the point in posting the area as the signs will nargsrough to be
worth the time.  addition they reported target shimg and campfires had been going on in the
area. Enforcement was notified of the issues.

Wenas Wildlife Area---Manager Cindi Confer

Manager Confer Morris contacted a family at Hessler Flats that was teaching their young
daughter to shoot. Theywerear e of the timing restriction,
gone to a full closure on target shooting on the wildlife area. They were given a verbal warning
and informed that the new kiosks were a good place to check on the current rules.

District 8 Wildlife Biologistd Jeff Bernatowicz

Three-Year Package Biologist Bernatowicz reviewed regional proposals with Biologist
Moore, who filled in during the eastside meetings.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DEL IVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

LT Murray Wildlife Area ---Manager Shana Winegeart

Manager Winegeart attended a Mule Deer Found@itidF) meeting. MDF is working with
Puget Sound Energy (PSE) to develop conservation projects in the Ellensbur@rajeets will
range in size from small-day work parties up to laregeale studies across the region.

Wildlife Management

District 4 Conflict Specialis® Don Hand

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand continued to monitor and patrol Fewel Farms for elk damage
concerns.After over a week reprieve, a group of 30+ elk returned late last week to raid their
apple orchard and corn field3wo elk wae harvested and the rest were hazed from the area.

b



Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand spent time coordinating with Master Hunters from the
Rattlesnake Hills permit list on elk locations for potential harveste cow elk was reported
harvested by &aster Hunter.

Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand received a deer damage complaint from Gilbert Orchards in
southern Benton CountyMultiple nortlethal strategies have been employed and damage
continues to a new planting of apple treés/o DPP permits Wl be issued this coming week to
address the problem.

District 8 Wildlife Conflict Specialist---Steve Wetzel

Ellensburg Area: Landowners from many parts of the Kittitas Valley called to report elk in
irrigated areasApparently dry conditions have csed the elk to move to moist fields to feed
and bed.Hazing and landowner damage permits will be used to move elk away from these
areas.

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE A ND EFFICIENT ORGANIZ ATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKBRCE, IMPROVING BUSNESS PROCESSESAND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area---Manager Ross Huffman

Manager Huffman completed the Position Description for the new Oak Creek Forester and
submitted to AD Pamplin with a@dR Action Form.

Manager Huffman continued wadng on the management plan updale addition Huffman sent
an email out to the Oak Creek Wildlife Area Advisory Committee with possible meeting dates.

&+ Wenas Wildlife Area---Manager Cindi Confer

Engineering staff completed-oecking the
Mellotte Bridge.

New decking on Mellotte Bridge

Access Program

NRW?2 Barbosa serviced Ringold, Duportail,
@ Snively, and Hyde Road; Buena, Zillah Bridge,

= and Pond 4 and 5; Oak Creek
Teanaway, Lavender Lake, King Horn Slough,
Mattoon Lake, MilePost 8 & 10. He also mowed
Buena Wednesday morning and painted the
entrance sign at Mile Post 8 in the afternoon




morning he discovered a large black safe and two empty cash bags. He notified Captain Mann,
took photos of the items, and brought them back to the Region 3 Office. He then took the items

down to the Yakima County Sheriffdos Office
two bug screens, serviced the remaining lower valley, sitesrestocka both service trucks.
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REGION 4
GOAL 1. CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildlife Management

Mountain Goat Surveys: Assistant District Biologist Cyra performed aerial mountain goat
surveys in the northern Cascades this wdgiktrict Biologist Milner, Section Manager Harris,
and tribal cooperator biologists all assisted witiservations on various segments of the
flights. Over 1000 nautical miles of survey routes were flown through 32 survey blatties in
Mt Baker and Darrington arean addition, nearly 300 miles were flown in 8 areas east and
south of the Mountain Loop Highway to sunaxgas that have not beown recently. The



total number of goats observed, as well as specific block nurpdigirsemainsto be
analyzed.Thanks goes to our tribal funding cooperators, and especially to Jess Hagarman
Northwest Helicopters for safely and professionally
piloting us through the most rugged (and
spectacular) terrain in Washington.

Mountain Goat group on the flanks of Mt Baker

District Biologist Milner observing
Mountain Goat Nanny and Kid in the
North Central Cascades

Mountain Goat group moving with agility on a
¢ near vertical cliff face

District 8 and 12 Mountain Goat efforts:

Biologist Anderson corresponded with District 5
Biologist Bernatowicz regarding a volunteer ground
suwvey effort for Mountain Goat presence across the
two districts. Anderson provided information on preferred areas to do ground survey in District
12. These are either areas where goats have been remoréedas thadffer easier ground

access to provalfor ground scoping of local landscape to examine if goajsrasent

Bald Eagle NeedssWi t h eagl es fl edging this month, Dist

reports of new nests requiring follewp for confirmationas wel | as call s for a
dodo with the early fl edgedAsuwuglldeisgthistimeroi ng ar o

year we are receiving calls on disturbance to eagles from holiday and various area summer

events as well as territorialteractions with noterritorial eagles resulting often in an injured

bird with public seeking advice of what to do.

Amphibian Monitoring Efforts 7 Woodland Park Zoo: Biologist Anderson continues to
work with volunteers and zoo staff to provide datempdation assistance and rardpwn field
efforts.



Citizen Science Bat Survey:Biologist Anderson sent out project information and scheduling to
volunteers in preparation for the acoustic bat encounter surveys at Stillwater, @hérry
Crescent Lake wildle management units this August.

- . o
Biologist Anderson found this bear | .
swimming in the lake while he was |
checking on a Common Loon '
territory

Waterfowl Trapping: Biologist
DeBruyn began preparing for
waterfowl trapping by checking out
and baiting a few pgential

sites. Contact was made with some
landowners to secure access
permission. Yearly mallard banding
is done in cooperation with western
flyway managers to assess survival and recrunment of local ducks.

Region 4 Ungulate DamageBiologist Smith reponded to calls regarding deer and elk damage
from residents of King, Skagiand Island countiesDamage occurred to a variety of crops,
ornamentalsand infrastructure (fences). Agreements were discussed, some, sigdéa some
instances permits wergsued. Smith also monitored elk/deer activity on other area agricultural
fields with the help of deployed trail camer&mith also arranged for secure access to tools
(bangers, launchers) for volunteers involved in hazing elk from agricultural ire®tzuth King
county, and for weeekating to occur on an area protected by electric fencing.

Tech Cogdal continued hazing elk from a potato field in the Day Creek ldeealso monitored
elk herds in other parts of the Skagit Vall&yogdal also commueated with landowners with
fencing projects and facilitated them moving forward.

Wildlife Management Consultation/Permitting Requests; Municipal, Private Ultilities,

other: Biologist Anderson provided permits and management consultation assistancengegardi
projects requiring wildlife consideration (often osprey, herons, and peregrine falSmmse

were private and some were municipal requests for needed permits from WDFW or general
management suggestions per Growth Management Act.

Biologist Anderson wiked with Habitat staff to provide guidance and suggestions regarding
wildlife consideration in ShorelineThe city of Shoreline is examining wetland alteration and
enhancements to Hidden Laled is in Hydraulic Permitting consultation with Habitat staff.

Wildlife Areas

Stillwater Wildlife Area: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm coordinated three
volunteersa donated tractor, and operafor a mass assault on the fields and trails that required
mowing. All access roads, trailheads, and a large portion of the fields were mowed, brushcut, and



cleared of winefallen trees in preparation for hunting season. Manager Boehm also reports that
thefields of corn and barley are coming along nicely.

Cherry Valley Wildlife Area: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm coordinated

with Bob Dahlheim, President of the NW retrieverClulo pr epar e t he Unit f o
annual field trials evenfthe Club provided the rental tractor that was used to mow much of the

Unit.

Skagit Wildlife Area Agricultural
enhancement program:

Island Unit: Natural Resources Tech
Cosgrove monitored field drainage
conditions and agricultural enhancements
on the Island Unit.

Island Unit barley and corn plantings.

Lake Terrell Dam Blockages Natural Resource Tech Deyo cleared out a beaver made blockage

at the Lake Terrell dam. This blockage prevented water flow into Terrell Creek that helps salmon
survive downstream. Manager Kessler coordinated with Whatcom County Conservation District

managers on the status of the water releases in the creek.

Rainbow Pond Water Control: Natural Resource Tech Deyo blocked the beaver deceiver pipe
on the water control to start saving water in Rainbow Pond. Due to permitting issues, the
Rainbow Pond water control replacement may not occur until next year.

Fir Island Farm Construction Management Coordination: Projects Coordinator Brokaw,

Habitat Planner Brian Williams, Habitat Engineer Bob Barpaind staff from the The Nature
Conservancy met to coordinate and discuss strategies, framework, roles, and responsibilities to
considemplanningconstruction management at the Fir Island Farm Estuary Restoration

site. Because of the large scale of this upcoming project, a team of individuals with diverse skill
sets will be required to assure the project is constructed as des@oestruction is planned to
beginduring thesummer of 2015.

Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project (PSNERPYojects Coordinator

Brokaw and Habitat Planner Theresa Mitchell met with Skagit and Whatcom County Habitat,
Wildlife, and Fish Program WDFW staff to provide an update and discuss an upcoming need for
community outreach regarding PSNERYRore informationon PSNERP is available at
www.pugetsoundnearshore.org

Leque Island Alternatives Analysis and Design Projects Coordinator Brokaw received an
update on the status of the modeling work currently undeonake six design alternatives for
Leque Island.The modeling company is making progress, but does not currently have results
prepared that are ready to be shafeckliminary results are anticipated to be completed at the


http://www.pugetsoundnearshore.org/

end of August.For more information on design alternatives, visit the project webpage at:
http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/skagit/leque_island_project.php

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Sky Valley Recreation Coalition Meeting:Biologist Milner attended the regular meeting of the
Sky Valley Recreation coalitionThis group meets every two months to discuss progress and
issues related to outdoors recreation of all kinds in the Skykomish Corkttonbers are staff

from federal state and local agencies, city managers, commercial business leaders, and all other
interested partiesMilner has not been able to attend regularly due to schedule conflicts so it was
good to get back in touch with the grouphere is keen interest in keegithe Sky Valley as a

clean and safe place for outdoor recreati@Goordinator Dazey spoke to the group about both

the need to expand hunter education access and increase the number of instructors so as to meet
the growing need for classes. Coordinator®ealso spoke about the volunteer opportunities for
citizen volunteers to assist the Washington State Department of Fish and Watlifeow these
projects can help enhance the environment and thereby improve the recreational draw and
ultimately improvethe economic impact to the area.

Ongoing Cougar Population Landscape Factors and Population Dynamics Studyregional
Manager Linkalong withBiologists Anderson and Smijtbonferenced with Carnivore Research
Scientist Kertsonas well agnembers othe Science and Game divissin regards to an annual
statusreportandthe next steps for this project.

201517 Hunting Season Developmerit Response to Public CommentsBiologists provided
response to public comments regarding the 2DA5lunting Seasoné&velopment comment
period. _

Wildlife Areas

Lake Terrell Hunting Blinds
Maintenance Natural Resource Tech
Deyo finished repairs of waterfowl :
hunting blinds on the Lake Terrell Unit}#

the blind compleely wheel chair
accessible. All but two of theunting
blinds at Lake Terrell anbhtalco have
now been repaired and brushed up fo
theupcoming Hunting season.

Wateirfowl hunting blind on the Lake
Terrell Unit of the Whatcom Wildlife Area


http://wdfw.wa.gov/lands/wildlife_areas/skagit/leque_island_project.php

Manager Kessler and Natural
Resource Tech Deyo cleared a
county road right of way to gain
access to an 80 acre property near
Lynden. This property has been
basically land locked with no usable
access to it.

Samish Unit Wetland
Enhancement Project:The Sate
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)
permit application and supporting
materials for the project were submitted to the WDFW SEPA CoordinAtdraft
determination will be made and available for comment in the near future, probably this
week. Ducks Unlinmted and Project Coordinator Brokaw completed a cover letter to submit to
the Army Corps of Engineers with the JARPA permit package.

Hunter Education Coordination: Steven Dazeylong with volunteers Rick Webber and Brian
Demorestconducted a traditiondlunter education course at the Cultural Center on the Upper
Skagit reservation. Also assisting was Brandon Faratiad was completing his certification as

a hunter education instructor. Both Brian and Brandon work as enforcement officers for the
Upper Slagit. The class was arranged and the logistical support provided by Scott Schuyler
Policy Representative of the Upper Skagit Tribe. All eight students who completed the two day
class passed the test and are going to receive their hunter educatioratertifin additionit is
planned to request of the tribal council to use the cultacilty andto use the newly certified
instructors from the tribe to conduct more classes this fall. One of the stitRpear old Alex

B., also applied to become a Washington state volunteer hunter education instructor so that he
can assist with classes on the Upper Skagit. Alex received a 100% score on his exam and
participated and helped the younger students throughout the weekend siamtitre material

Instructors and students at the Upper Skagit Cultural Center with Volunteer Rick Webber
presenting



