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SCIENCE DIVISION  

 

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE  

 

Agency Strategic Objectives 

 

A. The ecological integrity of critical habitat and ecological systems is protected and 

restored. 

John Pierce is a coauthor of a recently published manuscript in the Natural Areas Journal.  This 

work is the culmination of the Yale Science Panel that developed a conceptual framework for 

assessing landscape conservation needs in a climate changing environment.  

 

Schmitz,O.J., Lawler,J.J., Beier,P., Groves,C., Knight,G., Boyce Jr.,D.A., Bulluck,J., 

Johnston,K.A., Klein,M.L., Muller,K., Pierce,D.J., Singleton,W.R., Strittholt,J.R., 

Theobald,D.M., Trombulak,S.C., and A. Trainor. 2015. Conserving Biodiversity: Practical 

Guidance about Climate Change Adaptation Approaches in Support of Land-use Planning. 

35(1):190-203 

 

B. Washingtonôs fish and wildlife diversity is protected at levels consistent with ecosystem 
management principles, established in the Conservation Initiative. 

Staff from the Wildlife Survey Data Management (WSDM) and the Geographic/Game 

Information System (GIS) Science team (Gretchen Blatz, Brian Cosentino, Jane Jenkerson, Lori 

Salzer, Shelly Snyder, and Andy Duff) have completed a first draft of species range and potential 

distribution maps for fifty -five SGCN species to go along with the twenty-nine species 

range/distribution maps produced for the Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP).  The next step is for 

these maps to be reviewed by biologists in Diversity and the Regional Offices to finalize for 

inclusion in the revised SWAP.  To facilitate this review, Andy Duff and Treg Christopher have 

created an online tool to be able to review and edit the maps, noting the reasons for additions and 

deletions of the HUCs that we are using to define a species range. 

 

 

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D IVISION  

 

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE 

 

Nongame Migratory Bird Technical Committee Meeting: Natural Resource Scientist Joe 

Buchanan attended the annual spring meeting of the Pacific Flyway Councilôs Nongame 

Migratory Bird Technical Committee. Including several joint products prepared with the Pacific 

Flyway Councilôs Study Committee, there were thirteen formal recommendations or 

informational notes submitted by the Nongame Technical Committee. Three management reports 

were also submitted to the Pacific Flyway Council. 



GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Recruitment/Engagement: Citizen Science Coordinator Wendy Connally guest-lectured to 

more than 250 students and faculty at University of Washingtonôs Wildlife Seminar. She 

provided an overview of Citizen Science principles, some WDFW and other conservation 

partnersô examples, and a list of additional resources. 

 

 

REGION 1 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Lincoln County Prairie Grouse 

Project: Biologist Atamian 

downloaded and reviewed the 

male GPS collar data. One died on 

or near the lek, four others were 

hanging out by the lek, but appear 

to be alive, and the last visited the 

lek several times, but is still 

looking around (map to the right). 

WDFW biologists monitor sharp-

tailed grouse and sage grouse with 

radio telemetry to document 

survival and movement. 

 

Map of male GPS collar data and 

movement paths 

 

Elk Surveys: District 3 biologists Wik, Vekasy, and Fortin all took part in the six days of aerial 

elk surveys last week.  For the first time in many years, we were able to continuously fly for six 

days straight and complete the annual Blue Mountains survey.  Lack of snow negatively affected 

the number of elk we were able to classify 

due to some dispersal onto summer range 

already.  District Biologist Wik will start 

compiling and analyzing the data this week 

to generate a population estimate.  This 

survey is important for monitoring 

numbers and distribution of the Blue 

Mountains Elk herd and determining 

hunting permit numbers. 

 

A medium sized group of cows 

observed during the survey 



A large group of bulls 

 

Wildlife Areas 

                 

BLM fiel d restoration ï Swanson Lakes: Wildlife Area Assistant Manager (WAAM) Mike 

Finch inspected the 275-acre ñHawk Creekò field, owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM). This field will be restored to native upland grasses and forbs by WDFW 

staff through a contract with BLM. Finch inspected dirt clods, and decided the coil packer from 

the Beeline drill would work to break them up to obtain a smoother summer fallow before 

seeding in late fall of 2015. He 

also noticed some small grass 

and weed sprouts that likely 

came up last fall, as itôs been 

too cold for anything to 

germinate this spring.  This 

restoration project is expected 

to benefit prairie grouse, mule 

deer, and a number of other 

wildlife species. 

 

A bald eagle perched in 

BLMôs Hawk Creek field, east 

of Creston. Field will be 

harrowed soon, fallowed, then 

planted in fall. 

 

  



GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND  OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

WT Wooten Wildlife Area ï Lakes: Assistant Wildlife Area Manager Dingman and NRW2 

Christian checked the lakes throughout the week. AWAM Dingman put another board in the 

Deer Lake outlet to hold more water in the lake. She discovered that the culvert that was put in 

the Deer Lake canal for one of the Large Wood Project staging areas is undersized for the 

amount of water being pushed through the canal right now and is restricting the flow of water to 

Deer Lake. AWAM Dingman also put the plywood at the Beaver Lake inlet to direct more water 

into Beaver & Watson Lakes. She had several fishermen approach her and ask why the fish were 

not biting. After talking to the hatchery staff it was determined it is due to the cold temperatures 

that we had in the middle of the week. AWAM Dingman contacted enforcement and reported 

people parking along the road instead of in the parking areas because they think a Discover Pass 

or Vehicle Access Permit is not required if they do not park in the designated parking areas. 

Opening day of fishing season on the Tucannon Lakes made the front page of the Waitsburg 

Times newspaper this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGION 2 

 

WOLVES 

 

Lookout Pack Wolves: Specialist Heilhecker met with a rancher and representative from 

Conservation Northwest to discuss this yearôs grazing season.  Livestock will be turned out in the 

middle of May.  They are working on finding a new range rider for this season.  Specialist 

Heilhecker talked with a WSU graduate student regarding their study plans for this summer 

given the Lookout Pack is not collared.  It sounds like the students are still planning on collaring 

cows and tagging calves. 

 

Plywood installed at Beaver Lake inlet to 

increase the flows into Beaver and Watson 

Lakes 

Fishermen enjoying the sun at Rainbow Lake 



Eastern Okanagan Wolf Management: Biologist Heinlen and WDFW Officer McCormick 

took the statement from the individual who last week reported two wolves chasing two domestic 

dogs in GMU 204. 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE  

 

Wildlife Management 

 

North Cascades Wolverine Research Project: Despite numerous closed traps the past week we 

were unable to corral any new animals, even though at least three different females have been 

visiting our sites.  On the other hand, we 

continue to recapture the resident adult male 

we trapped earlier in the winter, a slow-

motion video of his latest release has been 

included attached.  The mild spring weather 

will likely shut down our trapping effort in 

the next week to ten days.  This will finish 

the capture effort for this ten-year project. 

 

Resident wolverine matriarch Xena ï Photo 

by USFS remote camera 

 

Wolverine track (knife 

is 4ò long) ï Photo by 

Scott Fitkin 

 

Sage-grouse Candidate 

Conservation 

Agreement with 

Assurances (CCAA): 
Biologist Comstock 

thoroughly reviewed the 

Harney County CCAA for Sage-Grouse and spoke with a colleague at The Nature Conservancy 

who was part of the steering committee that developed the plan over three years. This was the 

first CCAA for greater sage-grouse completed and many others have spawned off of it.  Biologist 

Comstock helped edit a factsheet about WDFWôs draft CCAA. 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND  OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

ADA Blinds: Biologists Finger, O. Duvuvuei, and E. Duvuvuei met with CBWA Assistant 

Manager Bechtold in the Gloyd to discuss the location and options for ADA opportunity near the 

Flood Flat.  A nice site was selected in an area which should hold shallow water once the 

Supplemental Feed Route water is started. The biologists also met with Assistant Manager Cole 



at FRAA to discuss expansion of the project area and ADA blind placement.  Two locations 

were selected for the new ADA blinds recently constructed by the WWA.   

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Chelan-Douglas Land Trust: Biologist Volsen and Research Biologist Myers gave a public 

presentation to the Wenatchee community on mule deer biology, nutrition and ecology.  The 

presentation was organized by the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust to provide support for, and 

information about, their recreational trail closures on mule deer winter range west of 

Wenatchee.  Roughly 180 residents attended and the presentation was well received.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birds in a field ï Photo by Eric Braaten Douglas County Mule Deer at sunrise ï 
Photo by Eric Braaten 

Wigeon, gadwall, and mallards lifting off from 

the Mansfield Pond wetland project area ï Photo 

by R. Finger 

Upper Methow Valley ï Photo by 

Scott Fitkin 



A map of modeled snow depth (above) and picture (below) in early March 2015 across mule 

deer winter range in Chelan County 

 

 

 

Friday morning drive into work saw hot air 

balloons rising over the Methow Valley as part 

of the Balloon Roundup Weekend in Winthrop 

ï Photo by Sherry Furnari 

 

 



 

 

From Top to Bottom: Dusky Grouse near Juniper Point, NW of Loomis (individuals from this 

group were displaying before flying off), a large group of Mule Deer near Quartz Mountain, 

NW of Loomis, a group of Bighorn Sheep rams just south of Chopaka Road near Loomis, and 

spring vegetation greening up on the south-facing slopes in the Sinlahekin Valley. 

 

 

REGION 3 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE  

 

Wildlife Areas 

 

Colockum Wildlife Area: Manager Lopushinsky, 

Assistant Hagan and Biologist Will Moore used the 

Colockum boat to access a remote site near 

Quilomene Bay to inspect a dead bighorn 

sheep.  Biologist Moore took lung and trachea 

samples while Colockum staff observed. 

 

Will Moore and John Hagan taking samples from 

a recently diseased bighorn sheep along the 

Columbia River. 

 

Turkey Survey: Manager Lopushinsky also worked 

with Region 2 biologist Jon Gallie to survey turkeys 

in the North Fork Tarpiscan, Stray Gulch and 

Tekison areas. 

 

  



Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman, along with staff from Yakama Nation Fisheries 

and engineering staff from Natural Systems Design, toured multiple locations along the Tieton 

River, looking at areas where structures could be installed to improve edge and side channel 

habitat along the river.  Yakama Nation is looking to complete some design work for projects 

soon.  In the afternoon the group met up with Kat Strathmann from Mid-Columbia Fisheries 

Enhancement Group to look at flood plain restoration/reconnection options at areas along the SF 

Cowiche Creek. 

 

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Manager Bjornstrom received an email on Monday notifying him of 

an oil spill on the Yakima River near Sunnyside which was, reportedly, delivered as far as 

Prosser.  The exact spill origin was uncertain at the time of the report but was reported as coming 

from the Sulpher Creek Wasteway.  Manager Bjornstrom called NRT2 Medina to have him 

inspect the area and report any oil and/or wildlife affected by the spill.  NRT2 Medina decided to 

shut down water delivery systems to prevent any spread of contaminants into the wildlife area 

wetlands.  NRT2 Medina closed the screw gate that draws water from Sulfur Creek and then 

installed stop-logs on the control structure at the end of the water delivery system to stop 

contaminants from reaching the 

Yakima River. Some oil was 

discovered in Bridgeman Pond, but 

NRS was on site and established an 

incident response station at the 

McGee parking lot.  A handful of 

waterfowl (ducks and geese) were 

affected by the spill.  The birds 

have been treated and released. 

 

Incident Response Command Post 

at the McGee Parking Lot 

 

Wildlife Management 

 

Rattlesnake Hills Elk Survey: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand met with the USFWS 

Biologist and reviewed all data sheets for completeness and conducted refinements based on 

photo counts from the Rattlesnake Hills elk survey.  An additional thirty-four animals were 

added to the total count based on the photo count, resulting in a total of 1,053 elk. 

 

Snake River Local Working Group: Private Lands Bio Stutzman attended the Snake River 

Local Working Group in Dayton. Attendees set conservation priorities within the area and 

brainstormed project ideas to address the resource concerns. Later discretionary EQIP funding 

was allocated to different land use types. No funding was allocated to stand alone wildlife habitat 

improvements but it was a factor in a number of ranking questions for other priorities. 

 

Bighorn Sheep: Biologist Bernatowicz ground surveyed the Yakima River Canyon.  The survey 

was mostly to document post winter lamb recruitment.  Lamb recruitment was again low and 

very similar to 2014. Fortunately, survival of adults has been fairly high and the overall herd 



appears to be stable. One group of about twenty ewes and lambs could not be classified this 

week.  The group is isolated from other sheep and attempts to count/classify will be made later. 

 

Year Ewes Lambs Ratio 

2014 168 14 8:100 

2015 148 13 9:100 

 

While surveying the sheep, a mortality signal was heard from a collared ewe.  The signal could 

only be heard from one spot at the top of a cliff.    

 

Video Tracking: A local videographer (Charles) who has been filming canyon sheep for the last 

few years dropped off a video to review.  Charles has named many of the ewes at the south end 

of the canyon and has been 

tracking the ewe and their 

lambs for a few years. The 

video was reviewed, but there 

wasnôt much that could be used 

for scientific purposes. 

 

One group of Yakima Canyon 

Bighorn Sheep 

 

Ram Mortality: Biologist 

Moore noted a dead ram while 

flying bighorn sheep in the 

Quilomene. Samples were collected and shipped to WSU.  Initial results indicate the ram did not 

die from multi bacterial pneumonia. 

 

Elk Hoof Issues: Biologist 

Bernatowicz collected samples 

from limping elk west of 

Ellensburg with a lot of great help 

from LT Murray WA staff and 

Conflict Specialists Wetzel and 

Hand.  The symptoms appear to be 

different than hoof disease in 

southwest Washington. Samples 

were shipped to Dr. Sushan Han at 

the CSU Diagnostic Lab.  

 

Discolored lung of elk calf 

 



Hoof lesion on elk 

 

Bighorn Sheep Survey: The Quilomene 

Bighorn Sheep Herd is surveyed 

annually by air. This year Moore and 

Lopushinsky surveyed the unit and all 

was going as planned until an adult male 

was found dead and intact about midway 

through the survey. Almost immediately 

after finding the dead ram the survey 

was interrupted by our pilot being called 

back to respond to a request by 

Washington State Department of 

Ecology for helicopter assistance on an 

oil spill near Sunnyside. Moore, 

Lopushinsky, and Hagan traveled to the 

location of the dead sheep via boat to 

collect samples. The samples were sent 

to Washington State University for 

analysis and the results are still pending. 

The survey was completed later in the 

week but the data will need to be 

reviewed due to the interruption.  

Special thanks to Lopushinsky and 

Hagan for making an extra effort to 

enable the collection of these samples. 

 

Moore preforming a field necropsy 

 

Colockum Elk Survey: Moore worked 

with Manager Lopushinsky, Technician 

Schnebly, and CWU Graduate Student 

Meyers to perform an aerial survey of 

the Colockum Elk Herd. All went well 

over the two day effort, elk were 

abundant throughout the survey, and a 

population estimate will be computed in 

the coming days. 

 

  


