Wildlife Program
Week ofNovember 9 November 152015

WOLF ACTIVITIES

Region 1 Wolf Activities

District 1 Wolf Meeting: Biologist Shepherd and Natural Resource Worker Weatherman
attendedhe District 1 Wolf Management Meeting.

Producer Contacts:Natual Resource Worker Weatherman contacted two of the Aladdin
producers during the week to confirm removal of all cattle off of federal and private grazing
allotments in te Smackout Wolf Pack territory.

Wolf Territory Monitoring: Biologist Shepherd\aturd Resource Worker Weatherman, and
Technician Bendixen completed night patrols in Northeastern Stevens County. The producers on
federal grazing allotments in the Smackout Wolf Pack territory have completed gathering of all
their cattle.

Wolf Advisory Grou p: Biologist Shepherd participated in a field trip for the Wolf Advisory

Group in the Teanaway drainage on the Cascade Mountains. Biologist Shepherd also participated
in a Wolf Advisory Group meeting concerning the Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreements
for Livestack and other issues concerningrtiieast Washington.

Range Rider Contacts:Rangeriders were present anUSFSallotment in the Wedge. Biologist
Shepherd contacted range riders working in this allotment.

Wolf Advisory Group (WAG) Fi eld Tour: Wildlife Conflict SpecialisBennett, other WDFW

staff, USDA Wildlife Services, and many other NGO representatives went on a field tour near
Cle Elum to discussheep operations in the area.

Region 2 Wolf Activities

Okanogan Wolves:Specialist Heilheadr met with the rancher to pick up equipment the range
rider used. They discussed plans for next grazing se&mecialist Heilhecker and Officer

Trautman spent time in the Tunk Valley area looking for wolf sign. Two different landswne
believe they sawvolves. Hbwever, other landowners in the area believe the animals are
feral/domestic dogs. When they stopped to check a trail camera, they were approached by a local
landowner. He stated there have beghtdogs running up and down the creek near Synare

killing deer. So farno evidence has been found to confirm the presence of wolves. This area was
hit hard by the Tunk Block fire. Little vegetation remaiesving animals quite visible. Two

trail cameras have been deployd&iologist Heinlen also reieved a trail camera deployed in

May on a wolf report east of Tunk Mountai@oyotes were the only canids captured on the
camera.



Region 3 Wolf Activities

Wolf Activity: No new activities
reported.

Other Wolf Activities: Conflict
Specialist Wetzgbarticipated in the
WAG field tour of the Swauk Permit
Range.

WAG members touring the Swauk
Permit Range

Region 5 Wolf Activities

Wolf: Conflict Specialist Peterson has been monitoring game cameras set at possible wolf
Slghtlngs Both sites have 2015-10-27 9:46:07 PM M 1/3

prodiwced numerous pictures of
cattle and wildlife, including
badgers, deer, squirrels, grouse
and coyotes, but no

wolves. WDFW will continue to
work in a partnershiprith
Klickitat County cattle ranchers
to monitor for futire wolf
movement as it occurs.

Wildlife monitoring
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WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D_1VISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Fish & Wildlife Commission: Citizen Science Coordinator Wendy Connally with Bill Tweit,
Special Assistant to the Director, delivered a wetleived Wildife Program Citizen Science
presentation to the Fish and Wildlife Commission on NoveriBeMany thanks to the

biologists who provided content that illustrates the potential and degik oitizen science tool

in our program, includin@rooke George, irh Beausoleil, Janet Anthony, Jared Oyster, Matt
Vander Haegen, and David Andersdrhanks are also extended to partners Jocelyn Akins
(Cascade Carnivore Project) and Christi Norman (Audubon Washington) for their contributions.

Cascadia PrairieOak Partnership Conference:Biologist Ann Potter and Restoration

Ecologist Dave Hays attended theldy Cascadia Prair@ak Partnership conference in

Tacoma, along with over 200 folks working on conservation of these Species and Habitats of
Greatest Conservatiddeed from British Columbia to northern CaliforniBave gave a talk in



the Management Challenges session, and Ann presented in and moderated the Butterfly session
(see title slides for both presentations beloWhe conference also included sessionsioish

oak habitat restration, soils, and pollinatortn addition the Pacific Birds Hbéat Joint Venture

led a brea&ut session to discuss and coordinate their current initiative to conserve-Oedkirie

birds. Dave also led a conference field trip te WDFW managed prairHeak-wetland site,

West Rocky Prairie.

Imperiled Butterflies of
Western Washington
Prairies and

Oak Woodlands

Status Updates
and Field Observation
from a 2013-2015 Study

Ann Potter

Insect Conservation Specialist,
WA Department of Fish &
Wildlife Olympia

SageGrouse and Sharptailed Grouse Conservation:On October 289, Farm Bill

Coordinator Mike Kuttel participated sharptailed grouse and saggouse wokgroup

meetings in Moses LakeStedf memberdrom WDFW, Bureau of Land ManagemdBiM),
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, Yakama Nation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and university faculty and graduate students made presentations to summarize grouse
conservatiorwork over the past yeaKuttel was impressed with the level of cooperation

between multiple organizations and the partnership efforts to make the most of limited
resources.The main topics included continued population monitoring of-gggase using GP
transmitters and VHF equipment, updates on WDFW Private Lands Biotgsts with

producers to implement Farm Bill conservation programs (e.g. State Acres for Wildlife
Enhancement voluntary conservation options that provide producers with assur@nges

candidate conservation agreements with assurances and the Foster Creek Multiple Species
General Conservation Plan), developing new tools for assessing grouse populations and habitat
conditions (aircraft with thermal imagery, drones, remote sensimgtaton, etc.), effects of

2015 wildfires on grouse habitat, and planning work for 2016.

GOAL 3: USE SOUND BUSINESS RACTICES, DELIVER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE.

Citizen Science OutreachCitizen Science Coordinator Wendy Connally showcased Citizen
Science best practices, data collection opportundiegthe relationshipof GIS tools and
products to the Advanced GIS Seminar at the Evergreen State College.



REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Areas/\Water Access Sites

Swanson Lakes WildlifeArea Coordination with BLM: Wildlife Area Assistant Manager

Mi ke Finch worked with three biol og{BEM)s fr om
Spokane office this week, plantengl @, 600nsedgé
hills,0 which areadjacent to ansonLakesWildlife Area These hills are very close to the

Lincoln County sage grouse lek. The seedlings were scheduled to be used elsewhere, but were
made availabl e to BLM®mticStpeqpievaonseveek.tThefpligs,on ver y
grown under contract with corrections facilities, were planted using a mechanical planter loaned

from the Scotch CredWildlife Area in Region 2, as well as the Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area

tractor. In return for thessistance, BLM will donate 5,000 more sagebrush seedlings of the
20,000plus to be grown next yetw Swanson Lakes Wildlife Aredor use on WDFW grounds.

The seeder will be kept &wanson Lakes Wildlife Areaver the winter for minor repairs and

adjustnents, and be returned to Scotch Creek in betiadition than when received.

Equipment and sagebrush plugs, ready to BLM staff I Photo by Mike Finch out the back of
go the tractor

Sagebrush seedlings, planted at foioot
intervals

Asotin Creek WA i Roadside Wed Control:
Biologist Woodall sprayed the roadside along
the North Ridge for annual weedyasses

such as gatgrassusing Plateau

Herbicide. He noted that the winter wheat
crop planted this fall is about26 t al |
now. Further out on the ridgeline there was a




large herd, over 150 head, of elk foramgi
on new growth bunchgrasses.

150+ elk on the North Ridge at Smoothing
[ron :

Private Lands/Wildlife Conflict

Working Group: Biologist Thorne Hadley [
participated in the Snake River Local on,
Working Group meeting held at the USDA ==&
service center in Walla Walla. Many
resources ere addressed of concern and ‘
many practices were added to address wildlife limiting factors. There were three WDFW
representatives and one Pheasant Forever member presiehtmade a difference in bringing
awareness to the group of wildlife resourcebd@addressed.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Disabled Youth Moose HuntRe gi onal Wil dl i fe Manager Kevin
huntingcampato | unt eer Jer r wprthakoSpakané Copntyarc Saturday, n

November 14.Jace had harvested a bull mooseacspecial permit issued by WDFWace is a

remarkable young man and his moose hunt was put together by Youth Outdoors Unllmlted and
numeous volunteers and/DFW staff [ ; : I
members Hats off to Cindy Carpenter and he
volunteers a¥outh Outdoors Unlimited, as
well asnumerous other volunteeiacluding

Mike Curry, for making this hunt happen.
Jace Mdek and his moosé Photo by Mike Curry

Northeast Washington Check Stations:
Wildlife Biologists Dana Base and Annemarie
Prince conducted the last deer check stations

weekend.Weather varied from overcasia
drizzling on Saturday to scattered clouds with&
increasing winds on SundagZheck stations
crews included othaWDFW staff membersand long term hunter education instructor
volunteersas well as Fish and Wildlife Commissioner Kim ThorbuHunters reprted good
deer numbers throughout the GMUShese annual check stations are voluntary and WDFW
appreciates the hunters who stoheck station data are limited in their use due to the small



sample sizebut give WDFW blogists and volunteers an opparity to collect biological data
and samplesand visit with the hunters who stopeRults from2014 and2015 are as follows:

2014 2015
Chattaroy
Hunters 52 54
Deer 11 17
Deer Park
Hunters 93 86
Deer 25 33

WDFW staff and volunteers interewing
a successful hunter and examining his
deeri Photo by WDFW

Falconry: Biologist Lowe banded a female goshawk for a
Master Falconer in Spokane.

Juvenile goshawk banded for falconry




Private Lands/Wildlife Conflict

Succeshtll Blue Mountains Elk Hunters: Biologist Earl and Natural Resource Technician
Wade spoke with multiple successful Blue Mountain elk hunters.

Successful Quality Elk Tag Holders

Field to the Table Turkey Clinic: Supervisor McCanna harvested three turkeys to be utilized
duringthe Saturdgturkey clinic at the SpokaneeBional office. McCanna assisted with the

clinic as students were taught hunting techniques, correct gear, different calls, ¢laaing
preparing a wild turkey for dinngalong with recipes Department stafthen took the students to

a local gun range in the Spokane Valley to pattern their shotguns in preparation of the November
21 turkey huntwhich is included with the clinic.

REGION 2
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

Okanogan Complex Fires

Dozer Line ReSeedingi Sinlahekin and Methow Wildlife Area: Manager Haug and
Assistant Minager Wehmeyeseedednost of the dozer lines on the Sinlahekin Wildlife Area
using their tractor with seed/fertilizer spreader and handesnover approximately 10 miles of
dozer line In addition, Manager Haugssistant ManageiWehmeyerand Maintenance



Mechanic Boulger traveled to the Methow Wildlife Area to assist Manager Furnari with her
dozer lines associated with the Twisp River Firee group reseeded all of the nedolyr miles
of line put induring suppression activities.

Clockwise from top left: Assistant Bhager
Wehmeyer spreading native grass & forb seed
using the Sinlahekin Tractor and spreader
near Blue Lake, one of manglozer lines cut
through a healthy bunchgrass community
near the north end of Blue Lake in which the
line was never used, and a dusting of snow on
a dozer line from the Twisp Riverrg on the
Methow Wildlife Areal Photos by Justin Haug

GOAL 2: PROVIDE USTAINABLE
FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED RECREATIONAL

AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Mule Deer: Biologist Gallie completed posteason mule deer counts in the Douglas County
portion of the Columbia Plateau Management Zohee 1,88 mule deer observed represant
28% increase over numbers recorded in 2004#e 2015 fawn/doe ratio is 62, and the buck/doe
ratio is 22, with the buck/doe ratio of legal buckgpdnt or greater) being only four per 100
does. This is the secondonsecutive year with lower than normal fawn ratios, a herd metric that
may be the result of drought conditions occurring again this yéatronly are fawn numbsr
lower, but many fawns appetarbe smaller than what would be expected (no actual
measureents of fawn weights were collectedlso of note, this year showed a decrease in
overall bucks numbers and escapement of legal butksle the overall buck/doe ratio is within
recent averages, the number of 3 aniht deelis lower than previousears. Once the harvest
data comes in, we will examine the contribution of the two additional days of hunting on this
portion of the herd.There is anecdotal information suggesting that rut behavior in both Chelan
and Douglas counties occurred earlies tyear, and that, combined with an ext&shidunting



season and helpful weather conditions, may have increased the exposure of bucksttmharves
2015.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGCONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LI FE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Winter Deer Feeding Plan:Biologists Fitkin and Heinlen worked on a deer feeding
contingency plan in response to this summeros
conditions deelop or excessive agricultural damage appears immirestmall amount of feed

has been ordered and will be on hand for rapid respordantage issues as they arise.

Public Meeting: Biologists Fitkin, Wildlife Area Manager Olson, and Conflict Spestali
Heilhecker met with local Tunk Valley residents at their request to discuss the wildlife impacts
of this summer s fif i 5 .
restoration/mitigation activities that
residents could engage in to assist
recovery. Biologist Fitkin outlined the
conplications that come with feeding
wildlife, but offered suggestions on what to|
feed and how to minimize the negative
consequences if individuals are determineg
to feed deer or other wildlifeManager
Olson offered up someelpful habitat
restoration tipgnd handed out some
bitterbrush seedThe information appeared
to be well received by the attendees.

Pollinators: Biologist Finger assistetthe private lands
program with forb planting in the Quincy Area.

Gretchen Fitzgerald (left) and John Cotton (rid)
enjoying a day afield Photo by R. Finger




Clockwise from top left: autting Mule Deer buck with
doe NW of the Sinlahekin Wildlife Area, the last autumn
colors near Loomis just north of the WLA and the first
snow of the year within the Sinlahék Valley on top of
Blue Goat Mnt with Blue Lake in the foreground Photos by Justin Haug
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Wottlin on rented equipment and
Volunteer Hershenow rehab a fire line
before seeding Photo by Sherry Furnari

REGION 3

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT
NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager
Huffman and Forester Mackey removed S Fad ),
ANo Trespassingo si R k
Season closure boundarfround 100 elk
were observed within the closur&hey
did not enjoy seeing a vehidlethe aea
and left for Cougar Canyon.

A large group of mostly cows and calf elk
leaving the Oak Creek Wildlife Area rifle |
elk season closure area while théosure
signs were being removed

Hand Pile Burning: Forester Mackey and
Forester Dahlgreen begéurning hand :

pil es fr om-cbnarerial y e fEuSS tase
thinning work. Mackey and Dahligreen  gew—r~= ST
completed approximately 40 acres in two & N &:'\g
days. s

Hand piles burning in thinned stand on
the Oak Qeek Forest Restoration Project
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Some hand piles were left unburned provide
cover for the many snowshoe hare observed in
the unit on the Oak @eek Forest Restoration
Project

LT Murray Wildlife Area : Manager Winegeart
worked with Assistant Manager Hunt and Conflict
Specialist Wetzel to develop a Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation (RMEF) grant proposallhere is

a hole in the elk fence where it crosses Taneum
Creek near-B0. Project will address realignment
of the elk fence and installation of a more
effective creek crossing structure that will exclude
elk but not catch waty debris during high flows.

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Assistant Managers
Buser and Sak, NRT2 Medina, District Biologist
Fidorra and various volunteers from the Richland
Rod and Gun Club and the Master Hunters
Program spent several days planting shailibe
Sunnyside Headquarters Unithis is part of the

restoration effort from the fires that occurred on site in 2014.

Staff and volunteers planting shrubsn the Sunnyside Wildlife Area

Wildlife Management

Pheasant ReleaseDistrict Biologist Fidora
conducted pheasant releasethegesites in Franklin
County this week.

Pheasant planting at the Hope Valley Unit of
SunnysideSnake River, WA
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