Wildlife Program
Week ofJanuaryl8i January?24, 2016

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE

Wildlife Management

Golden eagle monitoring:AssistanDistrict Biologist Vekasy assisteddgearctBiologist
Watson with trapping witering eagles in the Tucannomaléy. We were able to capture and tag
an adult malewho received a GPS transmitter.

WT Wooten WA i Golden Eagles:AssistanWildlife AreaManageDingman picked up the
cameras that were set on roadkill &t gictures of golden eagles coming into the bait. The
pictures were transferred to thedsive for Research Blogist Watson.

01-18-2016 11:46:03|  [inell 01-21-2016 16:10:59

Golden eagle, bald eagle, and bobcat on the
deer carcasset for the golden eagle study

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTANABLE
FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED RECREATIONAL
AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

01-22-2016 02:19:38]

Winter Turkey Surveys: District Wildlife

Biologist Dana Base compiled turkey survey data and worked with Fish Biologist Brian Walker
to applyrelevant statistical tests (linear regression and ANOVA) to interpret theTdasavas
followed by writing a draft arumal project completion repofthe number of turkeys observed

this winter on standardized transects increasestantially from previougears.
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CUSTOMER SERVIGE

Private Lands/Wildlife Conflict

Damage Prevention Cooperaive Agreements for Livestock:Biologist Shepherd continued to
develop and discuss a process for selecting Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreements for
Livestock in order to distribute limitedimds to the potential cooperatavbo are at higher risk

to wolf-livestock problems.

Cloverland Elk: Biologist Earl responded to
reports of elk damage fences in the
Cloverland areaBiologist Earl observed sever
fence damage and also observeate tharl00 §
elk in the area, but was unable to get close
enough to haze the elkid to adverse road
conditions.Biologist Earl spoke with
landowners in the area who were going to use
ATVs to try to haze the elk back onto the
wildlife area.

Cloverland fence damged by elk

REGION 2
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Pygmy Rabbit RecoverySurveys:Biologist Gallie and Gibbs followed up on tracks/burrow
detectionsmaden | ast we e k\Wlescheakedrfivedocatiamamd condirgneall five
wereactive pygmy rabbit burrow®NA samples were collected to determine if these were wild
born or captive reared rabbits. We documented an additionalattiee burrow systems on the



way to these points. What is most excitwgh the location of these burrows is that they are
outside of the core recovery area, occupying dispersal habitat patches that connect with other
large blocks of shrulsteppe.

Biologist Gallie and Gibbs continue to conduct surveys for active pygmy talbbdws on the
core Sagebrush Flats release area, which should consist mostly of wild surviving rabbits. To
date we have completed only two of the 20 units and have not detected a burrow system yet,
although a recent kill site of a mule deer by coyotas feund.

On Thursday, BiologistGibbs and Comstock, | -
along with Department oNaturalResources
(DNR) Biologist Danielle Munzingworked

on Safe Harbor surveys on a DNR parcel at
intersection of St. Andrews and Heritage
Road, north of Route 2, neéine Dormier
Enclosure.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY
ECONOMY, PROTECT COMIUNITY
CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN OVERALL
HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER
HIGH -QUALITY CUSTOMER SER/ICE

Wildlife Management

Safe Harbor for Pygmy Rabbits: Biologist Comstock spent oriay with Biologist Gibbs and

DNR Biologist Munzing completing baseline surveys for pygmy rabbits on DNR property in the
St. Andrews area. No evidence of pygmy
rabbitswasfound.

Biologist Comstock surveying for pygmy
rabbits in the fog and snow

Mule Dee: Development of crusty snow
| inthe hills around Ephrata appears to have
#= driven hungry mule deer to slightly lower
elevations in search of food:his has
e : increased the interaction of deer with
irrigation canals.Tracks in the snow indicate that trapmksbr were able to walk out of the canal
using the traction afforded by the crusty snow, but as temperatures increased many deer became
trapped. Biologist Finger, with assistance from Access Program, the Columbia Basin Wildlife
Area staffmembersand a rporting party, worked to remove 14 mule degent irrigation
canals. Sevedeer were removed using the new traction ramp (snow fence covered with,burlap)
andsevendeer were removed by the traditional method of driving deer to vehicle access ramps
or unlined canal sectionw/here the shallower slope allowsede¢o walk out.Though the traction




ramp is effective when herding deer isnoét
to vehicle access ramps whenever possible.

A yearling buck and doe look to the installed ramp
with suspicioni Photo by Rich Finger

Josh Harmon and Joe Graves observing deer
tracks to confirm that a yearling buck used the
ramp to escape overnighitPhoto by R. Finger

Observed Environment (District 6 Winter Conditions)

Recent Weather The lowest elevations in the Okanogéalley had day time high temperatures
above freezing and several days of rain and slEeis weather reduced the snow depth at the
lowest elevations to arouridur inches.The lower Methow Va#ly experienced similar weather,
assnow melt and accumulation were about evethepalley at Winthrop.Higher elevations
experienced significant snow accumulation and the current snow water equivalent is now well
above average forithtime of yearatdlr t 6 s Pas s.

Short-Term Forecast Day time high temperatures above freezing are forecast all week at lowe
and middle elevations in the distriét.dry start to the week is expected to transition to

significant rain by Thursday that will likely cause neable melting bthe low elevation snow

pack.

LongTerm Forecast:Significantly higher than normal temperatures and below average
precipitation are forecast foorth central Washington for FebruaryApril. The snow pack
depth at lower to middle elevatis may have peaked for the winter.



Februaryi April Temperature forecast Februaryi April precipitation forecast

Snow Depths:Snow depths on deer winter rangey from a few inches on low elevation, south
facing slopego threefeet at the upper limitsSnow pack at higher elevations ranges fthnee
feet in the eastenportion of the county teight or mordeet at pastevel along the Cascade
Crest.

Snotel sites*

Hartdos Pass (6500 ft): 98 1in
Salmon Meadows (4,460 ftB8 in

Gold Axe Camp (5360 ft) (Okanogan Highland8Y. in

*No snotel sites exist in core deer véintange areas.

Methow Valley vinter from Winthrop1 Photo by
Scott Fitkin

RS S
Plowing Peshastin public access = happy
steelhead fishermaii Photo by Joe Graves




Snow continues to pile up at HQ Photo by
Sherry Furnari

Righti A couple of wintery scenes
following up a hoar frost event in the
Sinlahekin Valley. The snow is quickly
melting in most locations in the valley
with some soutkacing hill sides near the
northern boundary becoming void of
SNOWI Photos by Justin Haug

Sharptailed grouse just outside the office dobr
Photo by Jim Olson

REGION 3

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT
NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

LT Murray Wildlife Area Elk Feeding/ Winter
Conditions: EIk numbers were consistemtith

50 Y88 800 in Watt and 600 in Robinsomhere was some
snow early in the week but a warming tréacked in and it is melting now.he warmer weather
is making it difficult to get around in the slush and the crew is still not able to get into the
Robinson bowl to get a counthis weather will continue into next weekith highs in the mid
40sand lows just above freezing.




Wenas Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Taylor flew again this week, herding over 115 elk off
private land. Thirty-four elk were moved out of fruit orchards on the south side of Cleman and
near Naches back onto state land near tamén Sheep feed site. Another 80 tq@0more)

were again moved out of private land on the west end of Cleman. Deep, crusty snow made it
difficult to push them all the way back tiee Mellotte feed site. They shadup againat private
ranches by the enof the week.

Mellotte Feed Site elk numbers=1,100 animals.

Temperatures: Warmer temperatures and rain/snow mix through the week has made mid
elevation snow rotten and difficult for editad equipment to move througRain and warm
temperatures madeifhard access to the feed site. The ice base is melting to thick slush, making
it hard to get théeed truck through and to plow.

Feeding:Manager Confer Morris fed Mellotte
elk on Wednesday while Assistant Manager
Taylor was flying.

Mellotte Feed SiteWinter Weather: Weather
temperatures were a bit above mat, with

highs in the upper 30to mid40s, and low

| temperatures in the 30s. Temperatures for the

| coming week are expected to be nezmnmal,

with highs in the low 40s and lows in thes20

low 30s. Rain is possible early in the week,
changing over to a chance of snow showers later
in the week.

Animal Condition: Elk are in seasonally good condition, although wet conditions and cool
nights have been hard on young calves, with three mortalitiesdiis

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Oak Creekstaff membersontinued to feed elk at all sites with elk
numbers staying at high leveSnow onthe
MLK, Jr. holiday prompted plowing and
snow emoval from around facilitie®uring
the rest of the week truclkesd the dozer
were used to try and remove stuand allow
for water runoff.Visitation continues to be
very high both duringhe week and on the
weekends.

Group ofbull elk on the Nile feed site
Elk Conflict: On Monday, Manager

Huffman received a phonalt from a
landowner on Clemaklountainabout a hole £




in the elk fence and elk in his orchanduffman met with the landowner and checked the patch
the landowner had made in the fendée landowner reported about 30 elk observed adjacent to
his orchard.Huffman contacted Conflict Specialist Wetzel and Wenas Assistant Manager Taylor
about helicopter time to push the elk back through the feAdkght was scheduled for

Wednesday due to the large number of elk out in the Wenas.

Elk Fence DamageOn WedesdayManager Huffman and Forester Mackey worked to get elk
bad above the elk fence on Clemitrourtain. The landowner had observed elk on the fence
that morning andwhile waiting for the helicopteHuffman and Mackey found a small hole in
the fence whre a couple elk had crossed undEne fence was cuh an effortto facilitatethe
moveament ofelk, as no gates are located in the ar€ae area was searched on foot for elk and
tracks were observed going west on the fence towards another oréhgate was opened in

that section of fence and one elk was observed going back througketheyrgate.When the
helicopter arrived in the argthey located
17 elk and pushed them several ridges oyer
to the hole in the fenceLow fuel and lack {
of daylight ended the flight on Oak
Creek. Additional elk are probably in the :
area, but most are back inside the :
fence. Huffman and Mackey patched the A
fence and closed all gates.
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The helicopter pushing a stubborn cow ‘;f ik
towards a holen the elk fence on Clemang.” b i
Mountain

Peak Elk Counts for Week
Headquarters 1085 total, 68 bulls, 17 spikes and 283 calves
Junctioni 362 total, 38 bulls, 9 spikes and 98 calves

Nile i 348 total, 57 bulls, 12 spikes and 65 calves

Shee@d 200total, with15 elk

Cowichei 1760 total, 18 bulls, 42 spikes and 397 calves

Winter Weather

Weather Condition: Weather this past week warmed up with rain and a little snow early in the
week. The rain and warm tenegpaturesnade for wet slushy conditions inet parking lot and

feed sitesWeathetthis coming wek is expected to be in thesior highs and around freezing

for lows, with achance of more rain.

Animal Condition: Elk are in seasonally good condition, but elk that arrived with injuries or in
poor condition have been dying.cow with aprolapsed uterus died on thide feed site this
past week.



Wildlife Management

Ferruginous Hawk Survey: District Biologist Fidorra worked on landowner access and
volunteer coordination for the Ferruginous Hawk Survey. Fidorra met with the AudubietlySoc
coordinato of the irub-steppe songbird surveys to discuss volunteer coordination. Fidorra also
contacted DNR regarding land access and discussed survey detaitsaniFish andwildlife
Service (USFWSand Hanford contractorerho will monitor erritories on Hanford/ALE.

Owl Disease TestingDistrict Biologist Fidorra collected and prepared a dead greated owl
for shipping for disease testing.

Bighorn Sheep:Biologist Bernatowicz collected and shipped samples frdieman Mountain

ewe thatested positive foMycoplasma ovipneumon{®OVI) last month. The FedEx delivery
didndét arrive at the | ab until Friday afterno
findingspointed to no sign of pneumoniadditional tests and more detail@igopathology are

still pending.No sign of pneumonia was noted in any of the 200 bighorn sheep at the feed site.

Elk Surveys: Biologist Bernatowicz worked with Biologist Moore on selecting survey units for
Yakima elk surveys. The Yakimaitd has nobeen surveyed itwo years due to mild winters.
Helicopter costs have increased since the last survey and it did not look like it was feasible to fly
both the Yakima and Colockum herds at the same samplingSattion Manager Nelson was
contacted and ditional funding approved.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

Tri -Cities Sportsman ShowDistrict Biologist Fidorra joined District 4 and Region 3 staff
membersat the TriCities Sportsman Show over the weekend, where they atéeravith the
public, provided information on laws and programs, promoted shtejppe species awareness,
and answered questions. The public appeared to be poorly aware e$tappabissues, with
many not familiastewpph. dhe term fAshrub

Tri -Cities Sportsman ShowWildlife Conflict Specialist Hand worked one shift at the-Tri
Cities Sportsman Show. Attendance on the first day of the show appeared to be good with many
guestiongrom sportsmen related to hunting, fishiagd habitat protection.

Tri -Cities Sportsman Show:NaturalResourceTechnician2 Kaelber spent time atehrri-
CitiesSportsman Show working at the WDFW booth.



GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMAIUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Supply Delivery: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand traveled to Naches to deliver pyrotechnic
supplies and assist Conflict Syaist Wetzel with hazing elk.

Deer Damage Complaint:Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand received a deer damage complaint
through the EnforcemeR®rogram from a small orchard development in the Benton City area.
Several noflethal techniques havmeen discussedith the owner.

Silver Dollar LHP Contract Amendments: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand met with the two
landowners in the Silver Dollar LHP hunt program to discuss contract amendments and late
season hunting opportunities.

DPP Permit Harvest: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand monitoretie harvest of DPP permits
in Elk Area 3721 & 3722. One antlerless elk was reported harvested this Weektal harvest
for the current permit season is 28 antlerlessedgiat spike bull elk.

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFEC TIVE AND EFFICIENT O RGANIZATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKBRCE, IMPROVING BUSNESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman continued to deal witheémet outage issues all
week.On Friday the interneprovide finally repaired the tower and charged the batteries
enough to keep internet throughthe weekend.

Discover Pass Saledvlanager Huffman organized deposits for donations and Discover Pass
salesand made deposits at the baAk.paperwork was gbmitted to Olympia to track sales and
to transfeffunds to the correct accounts.

LT Murray Wildlife Area : Assistant Manager Hunt requestego ahead fothe purchase of
some handbales to replenish our suppMost of our stockpile at Joe Watt has gaos for
baiting elk that have gotten outside the elk &mack onto the Wildlife AreaVe nomally keep
some small bales on hand in case of a breakdown that keeps us froralieitmload the big
1,200 poundales normallyusedat thefeed sites.Huntis pricingthe hay and transport cost.

Snow Plow Update:Assistant Manager Hunt began looking into what parts, wiring, mounts, etc.
it will take to get our snow plow onto a different trucRur 1998 Chey 2500 completed its last
Wildlife Area task thisveek as a broken axle was added to the list of issues wilamager
Winegeart has been working with Chris Miller in Olympia to replace it, and it looks like wee ha
a 2015 Chevy 2500 lined up.
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Colockum Wildlife Area: Wildlife Area staffmembersoordnated with Region 2 Enforcement
to make a snowmobile trip to the Coffin Game Reserve Cabin tk éisecondition and monitor
public winter use of the areA.broken window was found in the cabbut it appears nothing
was taken.

WDFW Arthur Coffin Game Reserve Assistant Manager Hagan, Officer

Cabin at the Colockum Wildlife Area Erhardt, and Officer Grant using
snowmobiles to access the game reserve
cabin on the Colockum Wildlife Area

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Assistant Manager Sak completed a state weed report and submitted
it, completed OPFs and other office duties, and lined up the necessary paper work to have a
flatbed put on the new Ford pickup. The wildlife area can have one installed at a significantly
lower cost going with an offontract vendqrand the vendor is much closer to the wildlife area if
service is needed.

REGION 4
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildlife Management

Mid -Winter Swan Surveys:Staff memberdrom Digricts 13 and 14 anBrivate Lands, along
with volunteers from Puget Sound Energy andNbethwest Swan Conservation Association
counted swans in Skagit, Whatcom, Snohorasid Island countiesThe counts are conducted
yearly as part of midwinter wafex! surveysData entry and analysis is ongoing and results
will be available soon.
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