Wildlife Program
Week ofJuly 117 July 17, 2016

WOLF ACTIVITIES

Region 1 Wolf Activities

WSU Research Project PresentationsSupervisor McCanna, Wildlife Conflict Specialist
Bennett and Biologist Earl attended presentations for four different resgaogcts lookingat
wolf conflict in Washington.

Profanity Peak Pack Conference CallSupervisor McCanna, Wildlife Conflict Specialists
Bennett and Shepherd, Biologist Eamd other members of the WDFW Wolf Team participated
in a conference call aborgcent depredains in the Profanity Peak wolapk.

Conference Calls:Supervisor McCanna participated on multiple conference calls this week
regarding current wolf activity to range riders.

Profanity Pack: Biologist Shepherd and Natural Resource Wokkeatherman investigated a
confirmed wolf kill, placed a remote camera, monitored multiple allotments, and also worked
with range riders in multiple allotments. Wolf activity and other issues were discussed with the
ranchers. Biologist Shepherd communicatéith Olympia and Wolf Advisory Group members
concerning the issue.

Sherman Rack: Natural Resource Worker Weatherman and Officer Parkert responded to a
complaint of a dead cow in the Sherman Pack area. The issue was resolvedify tinectrigin
of thecomplaint. t was an interpretation of a news story concerning the Profaadigpack.

Dirty Shirt Pack: Biologist Shepherdpent time in the Dirty Shirtgeck home range assessing
wolf activity near ranches and cattle.

Wolf Trapping Training: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett and Wolf Biologist Roussin
checked traps in northeast Washington. There wamwowolf activity in the area.

Damage Prevention Cooperative greement forLivestock (DPCA _L): Biologist Earl
worked with producers to line out detemt measures for DPCA_L agreements. Natural
Resource Technician Wadnet with Asotin and Garfieldanty producers to have new DPCA
L agreements signedWade continued to enter DPCAs into the Novatus contracts system.

Wolf Activities: Wildlife Corflict Specialist Rasley and Natural Resource Techniciané/viaet
with Garfield and Asotin@unty producers and local loggers to discuss the recent wolf activities
in the Blue Mountains. Biologist Earl received several calls and messages about waksctivit
in the Blue Mountains. Earl forwarded all of the information to WDFW staff members
responsible for collaring and monitoring efforts.



Region 2 Wolf Activities

Okanogan Wolves:Specialist Heilhecker worked with a cattle company within the Loup Loup
territory to get access to wolf collar locatior8pecialist Heilhecker touched base with the
contract range rider working in the Beaver Creekttayi

REGION 1

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Monarch Butterfly Survey Training: Biologists Dana Base and Annemarie Prince

attended a monarch workshop this week. The indoor session included an overview on the

status of monarchs, identification, habitat use, and migration patterns. The outdoor

session included survey protocol revievd gamactice searching for monarchs. Very little

i s known about Washi nandhopefdlly thimsunwey wikdollegp o pul at i o
valuable information to expand our knowledge of the distribution of monarchs in

Washington

WDFW employees searching Showy milkweed A viceroy butterfly
milkweed plants for evidence of plant in bloom which mimics nmonarchs
monarch butterflies (asclepias spciosa)  in appearance

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY
CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND
DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY CUSTOMER SERVICE

Lamont Producer Damage Plan Master Hunter Training: Wildlife Conflict Specialist
Bennett met with seven of the 3@asterhuntaswho volunteered to haze deer to reduce
damage to irrigated crops near Lamont. Information from the landowner was shared with
the volunteers. Hazing techniques, volunteer calendars, and contact information were also
covered. Four more meetings will tadace next week.



GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

National Pheasant Coordinator Tour: Private Lands Biologist Thorne Hadley spent

time identifyingConservation Reserve Program (CRP) fields in Walla Walla County that
represented the varying degrees of halitatuding monocultures of grass stands to

grass stands with forbs and/or legumes. The new National Pheasant coordinator will be
touring this @rt of the state next week.

REGION 2

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Aechmophorus GrebesDistrict Wildlife Biologist Finger coordinated with Aulin Smith (Fish
Program), who has been assisting with monitoplagforms opportunisticallyand reports the
following: On or before Jun2s, grebes arrived to Jones Bdput no nests were presenhely

were all hanging out on the weed bed, approximately 50 yards from the platfomiaine30,

there were 50 grebes Jones Bay and 13 nedtsit none of the platforms were being

used. More recent observations suggest the breeding colony is in full swing now (ca. 25 nests)
with no activity associated with platform$his unfortunate observation suggests that we may
not be able to attract grebes away from their natural nesting areas into cleepevater.

Monarch Butterfly/MilkweedTraining: Assistant Managers &on and Bechtold attended the
monarch butterfly/ nfkweed workshop.Speakers included members of the Xsr&ociety,
WDFW staffmembersand WSU staffnembers A wealth of great knowledge was shared with
the group includingmonarch biology, migration, conservation, milkweed identification,thed
identification of signs of mnarch use on individual milkwdeplants. The day concluded with a
field trip to Lower Crab Creek to view butterflies and milkweed habitat.

Wildlife Areas

Methow Forest Rehabilitation Project: Comments for the Phase 2 application for the MFRP
have come back from the RCO boaddNatural Resource SpecialiBass worked to finish

updating the application and associated documents. The application was resubmitted to RCO to
be weighed against other state projects. Phase 2 focuses heavily on prescribed fire and fuels
treatments to restofere regime and create ecosystem resiliency in Phase 1 units and other
wildlife areaforested habitat. Bass alsoga® working on the progressport for Phase, Wwhich

will be submitted to RCO.

Carlton Complex FencesManager Furnas p o k e wi t hthoBy/ASEhRId concekning a
complaint she received froen AG lessee about the Texas Creek fence contractors driving
through his crop field. On another area of the Methow, Mr. Boesel stopped by the office to



complain that the Methowortheastontractor hadorn out sections of the east fence line

without replacing them and he was going to be on his adjacent USFS allotment at the end of

July. Manager Furnari spoke with two subcontractors with Fiddler Fence, whom are working on

a different area of the fencegpect. The other Montana subcontraajait the joband now

theydore stuck finishing up their work & someo
Shawna B. in the field to review the eastern fence line. They identified fence line defigiencies

and Fiddér will relocate some of their workers to take care of this issue.

Frazer Creek Fencing:Maintenance Mechanic Wottlin and Assistant Manager Troyer spent a

day inspecting recently constructed fence around Frazer Creek. Wottlin and Troyer accompanied
WD F W&rthony Sanich and Joel Molander, the general contractor from Town and Country,

and the sulzontractor, BFence. Almost every #irace was found to be improperly built. In

general, the work illustrated by-Bence was of poor quality. It sounds like thetcactors will

be required to go back through and make all necessary repairs before being paid. The repairs will
almost certainly take the entire crew several days to complete. To be fair, the fences were
straight and mostly within the specs, but the creansed to really struggle with building
woodenbraces and stretch points.

FEMA: Maintenance Mechanic Wottlin had a truly action packed week working on many
FEMA related tasks. Wottlin fielded countless phone calls relating to fencing and made several
field visits with contractors and inspectors. Wottlin also spent time this week completing the
tedious and time consumptive task of updating FEMA logs and updating records of purchased
materials relating to fencing projects. Assistant Manager Troyer alsotsperthis week

updating his FEMA logs. Troyer and Wottlin both took turns teaching the WCC supervisor the
dark art of FEMA record keeping. Speaking of WCC, they officially completed the buck and rall
fence around Campbell Lake this week.

Private Lands/Access

State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE):Biologist Comstock submitted 11 completed

SAFE plans tdhe Natural Resource Conservation ServidBRCS for review. Biologist

Comstock spokwvith a landower in Grant County who is interested in enrollagpioximately

1700 acres into SAFE.dortunatelywe donét have the acres avail a
Comstock plans to meet withe landownenext week to review SAFE criteria and the

enrollment process.

Biologist Comstock worked on her comgation plan for planner certification. Biologist

Comstock met with her mentor to review the resource concerns checklists arsRCPAey
determined which assessment tools they need to run and made an appointment to meet again in
August. Biologist Comstak met with Biologist Finger to discuss options for mitigating impacts

to Washington ground squirrels within a SAFE field. Comstock needs to discuss options with the
landowner and NRCS to finalize the site plan. Private Lands Biologist Braateded

comments to Mike Kutf, WDFW, about the opportuty to have some influence inidacontract
management practices within general andtinuous CRP in Washington.



GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALIT Y OF LIFE, AND DELIV ER HIGH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

ScotchCreek Headquarters Foot Bridge: Technicians Sklaney and Tissell constructed a new
ATV/footbridge across Scotch Creek at headquarters. The materials used were locally sourced,
ard theyare treated with a neleaching wood preservativa.he old culvert needed to be

replaced for safety and improved fish passdgisturbed soils will be leveled and seeded with
native grasses to complete the project.

Culvert removed and bridge foundations Completed ATV/foobridgei Photo by Craig
seti Photo by Craig Tissell Tissell

Private Lands/Access

DeerlIssues:Specialist Heilhecker and Specialist Bridges visited an orchardist concerned with

deer damage to new pear trees. Specialist Bridges installed his experimental deer deterrence
system. Specialist Heilhecker spent additional time trying to track dawaltitude of rumors

the orchardist believes regarding the Departm
orchardiss killing deer/elk. She will provide the orchardist with information when she and

Specialist Bridges conduct a follewp

visit. Specialist Bridges and Speciali$¢ilhecker
visited an OkanogandTinty landowner about deer
depredation issues. A lot of time was spent with thg
landowner to understand his concerns, and heal ol
wounds from the past. We employed an experime
hazingmethod, which should work well for his
situation.

Pronghorn antelope bucks in Douglas County
Photo by Eric Braaten, WDFW



Pleidae (pygmy backswimmeir) American badgeltaxidea taxu$ at deni Photo by
Photo by C. McPherson WDFW remote camera

Charismatic summer mulies
Photo by Scott Fitkin

Twispworks Meeting: Assistant
Manager Troyer attended the
Wenner Lake/Chalfa Dam |
meeting at Twispworks this week.
Troyer felt a little out of the loop [ &%
on the subject, but due to Managef ;#
Furnari s resig
be representing thsildlife area
until a new manager is hired.
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(Pipestone Canyon Lower/Balky
Hill) T Photo by Sherry Furnari



New gravel at Buzzard Lake boat launéh
Photo by M. DeHart

REGION 3

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT
NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Manager Buser
andNaturd Resource Techniciakaelber
used the Marsh Master to clear a series of
beaver dams hindering water flow to the
north irrigation pump station on Windmill
Ranch. The pump station supplies water t
Circles 1, 2and 3,as well asa couple of
habitat plots.A beaver trap was set and a
beaver was successfully caught and
relocated away from the problem area.

Natural Resource Techniciafkaelber
using the backhoe on the Mah Master to
clear a beaver dam

ALEA Grant Program: Manager Buser
met with Larry Martinof the Richland Rod
and Gun Club to visit and inspect several guzzlers the giptoved through the ALEA Grant
Program.Manager Buser has b eatactforlthe grant andihie sitedsgé par t m
was for the annual report required by the gmntess.

B A guzzler installed and maintained on
, Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
property ly the Richland Rod and Gun Club

WB-10 Wasteway Project:Manager Buser
andNatural Resource Technici&aelber met
with Ducks Unlimited to discuss the WB)
Wastewg project. Ducks Unlimited surveyed
the property this past winter and have been
analyzing their dataOur next step is to
identify potential options for developing
managed wetlands on the unit.



Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Manager Huffman and Forester May reviewed a bid package put
together by Yakama Nation fisheries and Midlumbia Fisheries Enhancement Group for the
South Fork Cowiche Creek Floodplain enhancement projéet. bid package includes timber
harvest in Oak Creekhetransport of logs t€owiche andtheinstallation of logs on Cowiche
Creek. Huffman provided multiple comments to improve the bid package.

Colockum Wildlife Area: Manager Lopushinsky and WDFWofester Rod Pfeifle visited the
Mission Ridge Ski Area this week to assess ssjibe forest habitat improvement project on

WDFW lands thereForest stands at the ski area are heavily overstocked ankl aftinsect or
fire outbreaks.

e 7 VST R o

Rod Pfeifle and Mission Ridge Ski Area Mission Ridge Ski Area downhill ski run
Mountain Operations Director Brad bordered by densmrest stands

Whiting inspect timber stands at Mission

Ridge, Colockum Wildlife Area

Integrated Weed Control Project: The Colockum received 1800 lomntrol insects for Russian
knapweed this week from Washingtonedtatedt e Uni ve
; Weed Control Project.Jaapiella ivannikovis a gall midge

o & that deposits eggs on the shoots of Russian
knapweed.Larval feeding causes stunted growth of the shoot
anda growing together and fusion of leaves, resulting in the

| galls on the plantAssistant Manager Hagan released the
insects in the Brushy Creek ay@dile Manager

Lopushinsky released insects in the Colockum Creek
drainage.Hagan filled out the requiraglease forms that

will be sent back to Cooperative Extension.

An example of galls formed on a Russian knapweed plant
from Jaapiella ivannikovi
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Wildlife Management

Yakima Delta Habitat Enhancement Project:District Biologist Fidorra participated in a

meeting with representatives from WDFW, Benton County, and@dillimbia Fishery

Enhancement Group to discuss patisveorward on the Yakima DeltaabitatEnhancement

Project. Staffmembersand partners will work to contact local stakeholder groups to gieovi

accurate information regarding the project gpatlsich are to 1) provide water flow through the
Bateman Island causeway, 2) provide public access to the island, and 3) protect marina and boat
launch facilities downstream. Fidorra later met with repregves of the Audubon Society to

discuss the project and address any questions.

Monarch Workshop: District Biologist Fidorra attended the Monarch Workshop in Quincy
with WDFW staffmembersFidorra and others will be surveying for monarchs and milkweed
2016 and 2017. Fidorra conducte@march ananilkweed surveys in Franklin Counynd was
able to locate several larger patches of showy milkwagddid not observe any monarchs.

WDFW staff members searchlng for monarch larvae at Lov@rab Creek orshowy milkweed
monarch host plants

Mourning Dove Trapping: District Biologist Fidorra trapped mourning doves at the Ringold
Hatchery site. Numbers remain lpwith few juveniles. A total of 35 doves have been trapped
overfour attempts. Fidoa and h&chery staff memberswill continue to bait and trap doves into
mid-August and additional sites may be considered.



Bat Survey: District Biologist Fidorra continued tH&DFW bat surveyand placed acoustic bat
detectors at sites in Distrgsd and 5Fidorracoordinated with Bstrict 5 Assistant Biologist
Rowan to relocate detectors near the Ephrata office. Fidorra is placing detegjbt sites and
will repeat recording protocols at each site monthly through August.

Jackrabbit: District Biologist Fidora sent a dead blag¢kiled jackrabbit specimen to
Washington State Universifgr diagnostics.

SAFE Applications: Private Lands Biologist Stutzman finished up the conservation plans for
three SAFE applications. Although the plans are finished, Stutznilawaiti until after harest
to obtain signatures.

SAFE Boundary Expansion:Private Lands Biologist Stutzman met with three Benton County
landowners about the proposed SAFE boundary expansion. All three are in support of the
proposaland Stutzman workeditlh them to draft letters of support. Stutzmantgbe letters on

to Farm Bill Gordinator Kuttel for inclusion.

Dove Banding:Biologist Bernatowicz ran traps fowo days. A total of 22 doves have been
banded this year, witkight beingecaptures fnm previous yearsOnly onehatchyear bird was
captured.Reports and sightings throughout the region havealedew doves, almost all

adults. It appears recruitment was extremely I&Vew sites have been baited in hopes of getting
closer to quotasTrapping will be continuedgriodically through migAugust.

Monarch Butterfly Training/Surveys: Biologist Bernatowicattended the trainingnd started
making contacts and looking for milkweellilkweed appears to be fairly common throughout
ditches/wetfareas in the district, but patches are fairly smial. David James has surveyed local
patches in pst years, but failed to find omarchbutterflies.

Bighorn Sheep Home Range Analysistime was spent searching the USGS Earthexplorer
website to finda year with multiple quality images during the months of January through May.
All of our current data resulted from a search in 2@htl nothing was found for the winter and
early spring. Moore searched back to 2004 in hopes to find a year with mote/thamages for

this timeframe. Winter cloud er made this a difficult taskimages were collected within this
timeframe over multiple years. An additional twelve Landsat 5 scenes were found clear of cloud
cover from 2006 to 2010Although this is not idal, it will allow us to gain some insight on the
early part of the growing season.

Time was also spent developing 90% confidence intervals around the mean estimates of NDVI
data collected for each herd and scene, as well as determining if they carebentegl by a
normal distribution.

Livestock/Wolf Interaction Presentations: Biologist Moore attended a WDFW teleconference

presentation that featured four research projddis presentatiofecused on different aspects
of livestock/wolf irteractionsm Washington State.
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GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: NaturalResourcelechnicianMedina and IdturalResourceNorker
Becker picked up garbage in aflthe parking lots on the Wildlife areaatiralResource
WorkerBecker had to paint over some graffiti in the McGee RD parking lot.

Before pictures of the McGee parking lot

After pictures of the McGee parking lot

L.T. Murray Wildlife Area : Natural Resource Technician Leuck traveled the L.T. Murray
Wildlife Area replacing No Unauthorized Vehicle signage on gates where they had been torn
down (former Plum Creek ownership). Leuck found the gate on Section 15 in T18N, R15E open
and a lot of vehicle traskon the upper end of that systeirhis would indicate that someone has

a key wh oHessclhsedidndlaociéed the gate.

Wenas Wildlife Area: Manager Confer Morris and Environmental Planner Posner met with
three stakeholder groups, Motorized RecmrgtHorseback Riders, and Bird Dog Trainers,

during the week to get their thoughts and ideas on the Wenas Target Shooting Project. Confer
Morris and Posner will be meeting with other stakééiogroups in the coming week.
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GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITYCHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Elk Damage: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand received and responded to a new elk damage
complaint near Horn Rapids thin the Richland city limits. A group efinebull elk have been
raiding a circle of highly valuable organic feed corn and assistaticeleterrence measuress
requested Several nolethal strategiesuch as LP gas cannons and pyrotechmiese

disaussed and will be implemented. One shot launcher and pyrotechnic supplies were loaned to
the producer.

Rattlesnake Mountain Elk Hazing: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand continued with
coordinating and conducting hazing of elk in several winter whedsfialthe Rattlesnake
Mountain area.Strong numbershundred} of elk continue to leave Hanford and foragevimeat
fields during the nighhours.

Coyotes:Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand received a report of coyotes harassing an elk calf in
the SilverDollar area.lt appeared as if the calf became separated from its mother within a
fenced vineyard, but later was hazed to an area where it could escape and rejoin the herd.

Deer Activity: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand conducted a site visit toegetiruit and wine
grape operation near McNary Dam along the Columbia River in southern Benton County to
monitor deer activity and document damage ar&asy little activity has occurred in the wine
grape blocks and only moderate use was noted in thardich

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY
SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

L.T. Murray Wildlife Area : TechicianLeuck rode the elk fence and KRD from Manastash to
the Heart K ranch and did not find any holes in the fehde also put up cameras in historical
trouble spots. Along the wake found 30 cow and calf elk around the Ragland pastures and
hazed them west@hg Taneum Creek back into thédiife area. Therere a few sections of the
fence that will need bracing soon, as they are leaning out substantially.

Colockum Wildlife Area: Colockum stafinembergarticipated in the preconstruction meeting
for the upcoming south boundary fence construction projebt@AMP engineers, project
inspectors and the fence contractdn Oregonbased company, Doherty Fence, Lli@as been
awarded the contract to build 5.5 miles of Colockum boundary/livestock fence damaged by the
2013 Colockumrarps Fire.Part of the contraavork includes felling dead trees along the fence
that pose a hazard to the fence and fence workers, and Colockumestasersvill be marking

these trees next week to indicate which ones should be dropped.
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