Wildlife Program
Week ofOctober311 November6, 2016

WOLF ACTIVITIES

Region 1 Wolf Activities

Stevens County CommissioneMeeting: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett met with the
Stevens County Commissioners and Shergf D e p forah immdudtory meeting. A variety
of topics were discussed and additioimdlow up items were completed.

October Range Rider and Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreement for Livesto
(DPCA-L) Invoices ProcessedWildlife Conflict Specialist Bennéimet with the entire group
of contract rangeigders and some DPCA producers to compte payment forms and checklists.

Oregon Collared Wolves:Both of the wolves with collars from Oreg¢@R-35 and OR38)
have left the Blue MountaindOR-35 went back to Oregon. GB8 traveéd norh through
Garfield and Whitmanaunties vhere the last point received from the collar was abaemile
from the Idaho border north of Moscow.

Livestock Cooperators: Biologist Earl talked to producers wibamage Prevention
Cooperative Agreement for Livestock (DP@A contracts this week to update their checklists.

Reported Sighting: Biologist Earl received a call this week from a delivery driver wéidhe

spottedsevenwolves along the Kirbyvayview Road in Garfield County. Theporting party
stated that two of them were dark and the rest lighter in color.

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D_1VISION

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD LIFE

Nort hwest Lepi do p tAenrPoter Golsendton Bicddobist, participated in this
two-day annual meeting in Corvalli®R. The event brings together amateur and professional
lepidopterists from a multate and province area to share and veectatl materials,

participate in workshops on taxonomy and life history of focal species groups, report and discuss
major new locality records for northwest butterflies and moths, share findings from local insect
studies (large and small), and informallywerk with colleagues. Over 65 lepidopterists

attended the meeting this year, from Oregon, Washington, British Columbia, California, Idaho,
and Montana. Ann presented a summary of new county records and unique species reports from
the 2016 season in Wasfbton, including multiple dections of American ladyutterflies, an
episodically farranging species with only a handful of prior observation&/ashington

Citizen Science:Coordinator Wendy Connally presented at and participated in the Partners In
Flight Western Working Group meeginheld this year in Long BeadBird conservation leads
from British Columbia, through western statasgd south to Nicaragyaarticipated in this
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workshop to discuss bird conservation planning, project developarhbn@ing successes in
data collection and management, including projects with a strong citizen science
component.Additionally, Connally coordinated a very positive Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife discussion to form a community@fizen science factice among @grams,

biologists, researchers, data managand communications specialistsoM information on this
effort will be coming in future updates.

Forest Resiliency:Section Manager Cynthia Wilkerson attended a forest resiliency roundtable
hosted by The Bture Conservancy, along with Lands Divisioamager Clay Sprague and the

forest section manager on Monday, Octdber The meeting was welittended by agencies,
conservation organizations, and industry representamelswas aimed at exploring the concept

of a statewide grant program to supparge collaborative, locally drivelandscape projects to
improve forest resilience, reduce wildfire risk, and generate economic development opportunities
that benefit both ra and urban communitie§.he group determined there was enough interest

to further this effort andepartmenstaff memberswill be engaged moving forward.

T a y | Ghedkesspot Habitat Management:Biologist David Hays worked with the Olympic
National Faest to review sites for 2016 habitat restoration and train forestrstafiberson
seeding and planting to enhance Tayl ordés chec

Periodic Status ReviewsSection Manager Hannah Anderson and Biologists Joe Buchanan,

Gerry Hayes, DereBtinson, Steve Desimone, and Jeff Lewis brought several status
recommendations before the Fish and Wildlife Commission on Fiktasemberd.

Remmmendations are to delist the bald eagle and peregrine falcon;lidotine American

white pelican from endagered to threatened, aog-list themarbled murrelet andyhx from
threatened to endangeretdi.h e Commi ssi onds final decision on
at the Decembé&d meeting.

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

WildLinks Conference: Assistant District BiologisAnnemarie Prince participated in the
WildLinks conference this week.ed by theCascadia Partner Foruamd Conservation

Northwest, WildLinksis an annual conference and science briefing that brings together
researchers, conservationists, land managers, agency officials, tribal and First Nations leaders
and other experts from Washington and British Columiiae goal i2o share ideas and bt
coordinate keeping our region's wildlands and wildlifeypafons healthy and connected.

During the conference a small group met to discuss and prioritize lynx conservation actions
within Washington.The departmemroposedo uplist Canada lynx tendangered in theate

at the November Commissioresting.



http://cascadiapartnerforum.org/

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERICAL EXPERIENCES

Routine Site Maintenance:Dziekan performed his routine site duties at the tfeat
remain open. He picked up garbage and cleanecksii®oms. ld also made sure any
fallen leavesvere removed from the ~

parking lot and walkways. Dziekan has
been limbing trees around the parking lot
and pathway$o improve access and
leaving piles behind. élwill follow up
with the wood chipper and blow the chips:
into the brush.

Newman Lake after leaf clean up

REGION 2
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Columbian Sharp-tailed Grouse: Biologist Heinlenattended the annuaharptailed grouse

working group meeting. Statewide surveys were disconcedmall populations but one

showed a decline this year. Declines in Okanogan County occurred inthewakel ast s umme
wildfires, which consumed a significant percentage of occupied habitats. The working group
consensus i s to pursue opportunities to augme
from out of state.

Environmental Education (Wolverines): Biologist Fitkin joined USFS Biologist Raleat the

Bur ke Museumobs Iertointerpret a disalaymighlighting the North

Cascades Wolverine Research Project. Almost 1000 people passed thru the displays and the
wolverines were their usl charismatic selves. While at the museiinvaslearned that

museum staffnember<ollected a northern bog lemming at Washington Pass this summer. This
is one of the few specimens of this species collected in Washington.



Part of the North Cascades Wolverine exhibit at the Burke MuséiuRhoto by Scott Fitkin

Wildlife Areas

Methow Forest Rehabilitation Project Phase 10kanogan Lands Fester Jamie Bass met

with CAMP Engineer Erin Muldoon to develop aad plan for the Rasey timber ale. While

the existing road beds are being used for the sale, several stretches of road need drainage
improvement structures,-grading, and sloping. The majority of time was spent designing,
mapping and staking a new switchback turn to getl trucks onto the main USFS road with
minimal fill or changes. Roadans will be part of the harvester bid package, and are part of the
Wil dlife Areads RMAP. Overall road usage wi
the sale, and roadsrcantly closed to motorized public access will bel@sed with gates,
boulders, or road structures. Bass completed the amendments for the Boise Cascade PTR
contract as they related to MethtMildlife Area projects and contacted USFS Contract
Administrabr Mike Borowski to discuss adjacent landowner timber sale management.
Following the commercial thinning, grant funds will be utilized for prescribed fire and non
commercial thinning. Bass developed contracts, prescriptmgsmaps for PCT contracts and
consulted with local contractors and WDFW contract specialists. The PCT projects will be
prepared and ready for implementation as soon as timing and funding are readily available.
Forester Bass completed and submitted SEPA commgmbmses regarding shypproject.The

SEPA has been posted as fin&taff membergonsulted with financial about billing
submissiosto RCO for the Methow project.

REGION 3
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Areas

Wenas Wildlife Area: ManagerCorfer Morris attended the annual sage grouse workiogm
meeting inWenatchee. Confer Morris alsttended the first geof the Washington Weed
AssociationWeedConference, also in Wenatchee.



Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Wildlife area
staff memberspentsome time helping at | _
the Ringold Springs Hatchery. A USFWS
project replaced a largdiameter water
delivery pipe and covered it with

soil. Manager Buser and Assistant Manag
Kaelber assisted with reseeding the
disturbed area with native grass and winteg
wheat as a cover crop.

The covered pipe and resestlarea at the
Ringold Hatchery

Wildlife Management

Sage GrouseDistrict Biologist Fidorra atteded the annual Washington sageuse working
group meeting in Wenatchee.

Cougar SealsDistrict Biologist Fidorra sealetivo cougars this week. It has been an unusually
busy cougar season in the ganedh at leassix cougars coming ito the Dstrict 4 office to be
sealed.

Enterprise Middle School: District Biologist Fidorra was a guestterer at the 7 grade

science class at Enterprise Middle School in West Richland. Fidorra presented information on
threatened andndangered species of the slst@ppe ecosystem and conservation projects
WDFW is involved on in the area. The students wez# behaved and attentive.

White Pelican: District Biologist Fidorra and Sgt. Fulton responded to a report ofjareth

white pelican in FinleyTheU.S. Department oAgriculture (USDA)made the report and

claimed the animal had been present for several weeks. The animal was lodateptared

after a short chasand transferred to a rehabilitation center. The animal was found to have been
shot, and will likely not recover.

Duck: District Biologist Fidorra received many
calls about a duck with an arrowotigh its chest
in Columbia Park irKennewick. Fidorra
attempted to capture the dyekhich was a
domestic hybrid mallardut it escaped into the
water. Fidorra may try again next vkee

Domestic mallard hybrid duck swimming with
arrow through chest at Columbia Park

holders and worked out final details on both WDFW and WSU collecting samples. The majority
of hunters are enthusiasabout helping with sampling.



Bighorn Sheep PaperBiologist Bernatowicz participated in a conference call with other
auhors towork out final editsBernatowicz worked on incorporatindits into tables and the
paper.

Sage GrouseWDFW biologistsattendedne day of the sage grouse workimgugp

meeting. The grouse population was estimated to be down in 2015 to less than &80 adu
Predator control, restoration, and other topics were discussed with researchers and agencies.
Annual lek counts indicate the sagewse population has hit record lows and is approaching
levels for uplistingfromil Tharteened 0 t o Ankmligtiagwdl ékelyenadean.little in

terms of management. Locally, the Yakima Training Center (YTC) population has also hit record
lows (140 birds). The decline is somewhat expected with loss of habitat wildfice. YTC

reported radioed birds are nestangd hatching eggs atelatively high rate, but almost no

young are surviving. The radioed birds are mostly translocatédegmay not be indicative of

the entire populationin 2016 there were 276 new fire startslost fires were put out quickly.

The big exception was the Range 12 fire that eventually burned close to 177,000 acres, mostly
off YTC. Ther e wer e al s @00acreffieswon HTECRo huchdis ekpedied to
change in the near futur€he Chair of the working group will rotate Biologist Fidorra for a

three year rotation next year.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: With the record amount of rainfall recorded for the month of
October, a section of road near the entrance to thelW&ea in Franklin County washed

out. Manager Buser and Assistant Manager Kaelber inspected theSoax the road is also a
service rad for the local irrigation
district, they contacted them about
repairs. The irrigation district decided
they will replace the culvert with a low
water crossingWildlife area staff R
memberswill assist as needed with the [{§is
repairs. A

Assistant Managr Kaeller inspects the
washout

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Assistant
Manager Berry answered hunter

guestons and assisted WEC volunteersp®
as modern rifle elk hunters moved into §
the area.




Wenas Wildlife Area: Biologist Longoria organized stakeholder applications for the Manastash
Ridge Trails planning process and shared those documehtewripartners for the project.
Manager Confer Morris and Longoria reviewed the applications and Longoria sent aupllow
email to interested members of the pubdietting a final deadlie for submitting applications.

Work Party: Biologist Longoria helped to coordinate a work partytf@ Manastash Ridge
Trail with DNR. The work party was held d&tovember 5and its goals we to collect garbage,
pull weeds, and clear a tree thai fallen across the trail.

Eagle Scout Project:Assistant Manager Taylor met with a Boy Scout at UmtaRalis to
discuss trail improvements that could be&edor his Eagle Scout project.

L.T. Murray Wildlife Area : Natural

Resource Techniciad i | | put u
unaut horized vehtclf
green dot road in the Whiskey Digkildlife [
Area The road was getting some serious =
use and no sign was present.

New fino unaut hsigni z ejd
along a nongreen dot road

Signage:Natural Resource Techniciiill
put up a sign at the dumpster along the
Taneum. This sign described what items
could be discarded in the dumpster.

Explanatory sign on dumpster along the
Taneum

Green Dot Markers: Natural Resource
TechniciarHill posted new green dot
markers with road names near Quilomene
Ridge and Beacon Road.




Green dot marker along Quilomene
Ridge Road

Wildlife Management

Customer Service:Private Lands

Biologist Stutzman responded to 10
hunter calls or emails. Questions again
mostly centered on the Wild Horse wind
facility, but there were a number of
guestions about the late muzzleloader
season and the costubble access sites as
well.

Land Agreement: Private Lands Biologist Stutzmareidtified parking areas and posting
requirements for some DNR ground near Pasco t
system. Stutzman also worked with contracts staff from Olympia to adjust and finalize the

language for the agreement with DNR aneirtlessee.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGCONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Management

Deer DamageWildlife Conflict Specialist Hand received and responded to a deer damage
complaint at an orchard in the Benton City arBaring the visit, it was observed that several
newly planted trees had been browsed on by dedew rubs by buck deexerealso roted on a
few mature trees in an adjacent block of trees in the orcfdrel landowner has been utilizing
pyrotechnics and dogs to haze the dasmvell as hunting during the general seagomew
Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreement and assoceateage permits will be
implemented.

Injured Deer: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand received an injured deer report through
Wildcomm in the Kennewick aredfter contacting the reporting party, the deer turned out to be
the same buck mule deer we haveereed numerous reports on since last sumrii@e deer has

a bad case of fibroma, but is still able to navigate along the Columisa &rridor in the Tri

Cities.

Rattlesnake Mountain: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand met with multiple landowners on
Rattlesnake Mountain to discuss general elk season hugpuartunities and coordination.

Silver Dollar LHP: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand met with one of the landowners in the
Silver Dollar LHP to discuss elk hunting success during the general seAkbaugh hunters
have been active every day of the season, no elk have been reported on their ranch.



Thorp Area Elk: Conflict Specialist Wetzel continued to work with landowners, mémsteters,
and general hunters to move elk away from the Thorp akés.conditions hampered access to
some elk locations, but elk harvest is increasing in the area.

Landowner Meeting: Conflict Specialist Wetzel attended adiamvner meeting organized by
Representativ®ent.

Hazing: Conflict Specialist Wetzel coordinated a nonlethal hazing effort with a landowner in
Thorp.

Conflict: Conflict Specialist Wetzel was called by a landowner to report an elk shot after hours
and trespassing on private larithe elk was also not a true spike and was shot in GMU

328. The matter was turned over to enforcembut the elk was recovered and donated to the
Union Gospel Missionln the same general arealandowner called to report a buck deer that
was moribund ahunable to get =

up. Upon checking the degdt was
indeed immobile and was euthanizdd.
had been shot several days prior and h
broken shoulder and a perforated
stomach.Due to the length of time that
had passed and the nature of injuribe
deerwas not salvageable.

Salvaged animals from adjacent GMUs
335 and 328

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE
AND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION \ :

BY SUPPORTING OUR WBKFORCE, IMPROVING &JSINESS PROCESSES XD
INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Wildlife Areas

Sunnyside Wildlife Area: Assistant
Manager SakiNatural Resource Technician
Medina, andNatural Resource Worker
Becker restored the Headquarters Unit
WDFW entrance sign afterfigll apart. The
crew sanded igave the sign a fresh coat off
paint and insalled it to its original place.

¢

. . . /rnrr 2
Sunnyside Headquarters Unit érance 7157 2
sign before its facelift




Natural Resource TechniciaMedina and The newly restored Sunnyside
Natural Resource WorkeBecker giving the ~ Headquarters Unit entrance sign
sign a makeover

L.T. Murray Wildlife Area : Manger Babik welcomed new Assistant Manager Noel Winegeart
and went through the new employee onboarding process with him.

REGION 4
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE

Wildlife Management

White-nose Syndrome Monitoring, Bat Health, and Bat ConservationDistrict 12,the U.S.
Forest ServicgUSFS) and a volunteer continued surveillance efforts regarding fall/winter/early
spring bat actiity via passive acoustic workhere are ngoing planning and magement needs
locally and stateide with internal peers.

Please report bat roosts, sick or dead bats here (PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD OF THIS
WEBSITE AND NEED TO REPORT ROOSTAND DEAD OR SICK BATS IN
WASHINGTON): http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/health/wn
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http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/health/wn

Suburban winter acoustic monitoring and wildland monitoririgPhoto by Biologist Anderson

Permits and GMA Assistance:Biologist
Anderson provided responsewddlife
take permitsandsome landise assistance
to Habitat. More work is needed to catch
up with these items given field work beindg

data to meet feztalneeds (passdad
federal agenci@¢sand more

Removal of an inactive osprey nest
requires a permit/approval from WDFW
due to take statutes Photo by PSE

Bat Acoustics Analysis:District 13 analyzed bat calls frofour sites recorded last summer at

bat maternity roostsThese sites were either previously undocumented or the species occupying
the sites had not been determin&ig brown bats, little brown bats, and Yuma bats were the
predominant species foun®atafor each site was sent to Wildlife Survey Data Management
(WSDM).
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Black Bear Conflict Management:Wildlife Conflict Supervisor Caldwell coordinad with
Olympia and other statede staffmembersn black bear management and conservation efforts.
A meeting 8 set for next week to discuss and review annual data results, staff comments, and
critical evaluations associated with current bear mamagt and conservation efforts.

Trumpeter Swan Lead Poisoning ProjectBiologist Smith assisted a private contractdth
installation of a remotely accessed (web) camera to be used to monitor swans roosting on a lake
in northern Whatcom CountyCurrent cell service in the area is proving to be a challenge and
Smith and others are continuing to pursue a solufidre @amera will be used again this winter

to document numbers of swans roosting at the lake throughout the winter months and what
portions of the lake are used.

Elk Funding: BiologistYarborough worked with local tribes, Department of Transportation, and
Westen Washington Univeristy to submit a funding proposal to investigate elk/highway
relationships around the North Cascades Elk Herd.

Wolverine Study: Biologist DeBruyn and a National Park Service Biologist set up a wolverine
bait /camera site near Mount $san. Timing was |mpeccable as the snow had just reached
down to the site at around 4500 fe@he camera B reaa N

will remain active until snowmelt in spring allows" %

retrieval. This is part of a mulitate study to
assess wolverine status over a large area using|
standardized methodologyhe time involved in
setting up the siteas well as the long uphill hike
in, meant coming out after dark.

Wolverine bait #e. The camo box is a dispenser},.
that expels a small amount of lure every 24
hours all winter.

Wildlife Areas

Ebey Island Unit: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area s
Manager Brian Boehm met with agricultural leage
holder SneValley Farms to discuss an existing
agicultural leasderminating March 31, 2017. g
Manager Boehm explained that the acreage will
be offered for lase using the new WDFW ¢ :
agricultural lease process. Manager Boehm also dlscussed optlons for a late season corn harvest.
Late planting produced an immature crop that is not market réddgager Boehm also

coordinated with WDFW Enforcement and Snohomishr@p Sherifb s D e p @ remouean t
derelict pleasure boat that was abandoned in a Drainage District wateear the west parking

area.

Stillwater Unit: Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm was contacted by WDFW
Enforcement over concerns tlthere is potential for baiting issues at the Stillwater Unit. They
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are concerned that corn was driven over by equipment, and spills caused during harvest present
baiting locations for hunters. Manager Boehm is coordinating a voldnésed cleanup effort
scheduled for the coming weekdwoid a possible closure of theitfor hunting.

NSEA & Alcoa Lake Terrell Volunteer Work Project: The Nooksack Salmon Enhancement
Association organized a volunteer work project on the Lake Terrell Unit at the Laled Terr

Dam. Volunteers from Alcoads I ntalco Works al
blackberry bushes and reed canary grass from around planted trees along Terrell Creek. Beavers
had also blocked the dam outtetd the overflow valve structyrgo tiere was no flow down the

creek. The volunteers cleared the blockages and now there is flow in the creek. Manager Kessler
coordinated with NSEA on the project and worked alongside the volunteers as they performed a
huge amount of work.

TS 25T

Alcoa clearing LakeTerrell Dam

Lake Terrell Eurasian Mil foil Control Grant Application: Manager Kessler worked with
Noxious Weed Coordinator David Heimer on an application for D@BEtdgunds to control
Eurasian nifoil in Lake Terrell. Eurasian itfioil, a very aggressivaquatic noxious weed, was
identified in the north end of Lake Terrell in 2013. Since that,tageatic noxious weed control
funds have been solicited from tBepartmenbf Ecology with no success. Hopefully this time
we will be successful getting fun@sd control efforts next spring andisimer.

Spencer Island Restoration ProjectProjects Coordinator Brokaw met with Snohomish County
Parks and Snohomish County Surface Water Management to discuss the pitegegtoup
reviewed the design and discussedt stepsincluding securing funding for design work and
launching a public outreach process.
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A bridge crosses Union Slough to
Spencer Island, which supports a
popular walking trail

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE
FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED
RECREATIONAL AND
COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Management

n

Ungulate Conflict Management:Wildlife Conflict Specialist Witman met with several
landowners in the Acme/Saxon areaMfiatcom County and updated themcurrent hunting
acivities occurring in the area.

Wildlife Areas

Pheasant Team:Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Manager Brian Boehm coordinated with staff
membersand volunteers to continue managing the pheasant program for the 2016 general
pheasanseasonThe volunteer effortontinues to be a challenge as few people have responded

to the call for help and those that have are unavailable due to various family requirements.
Manager Kessler monitored the pheasants in the pheasant pens at the Lake Terrell headquarters.
Hereceive@ 75 pheasant s f oKesdlehandvolmeerkpériormeddhee as e s .
releases Tuesday, Fridand Saturday evenings.

Lake Terrell Handicapped Hunters: Manager Kessler coordinated with disabled hunters who
reserved the Lake Terrell handicappeaterfow! blind. Kessler also unlocked gates for one

hunter using an electric wheelchair to hunt pheasants at Lake Terrell. Manager Kessler also
coordinated with Enforcement on another handicapped hunter using an ATV to hunt pheasants
who repeatedly violad his special access permit. He was witnessed violating his permit by
driving his ATV through the barley fields and was cited for it.

Waterfowl Land Acquisition Funding: Projects Coordinator Brokaw participated in a
conference call with stafhemberdrom the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) and the
United States Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) to discuss funding opportunities to secure
waterfowl! forage and walkn hunting opportunities.

Snoqualmie Wildlife Area Planning Committee: Staff membes from multiple programs
participated in a meeting to continue development of thgedd Snoqualmie Wildlife Area
Management Plan.

Island Unit: NaturalResourceSpecialistMeis andNaturalResourcél echnicianCosgrove

monitoredpublic use waterfowluse,andwaterlevelsonthelslandUnit. Waterlevelscontinue
to be higherthannormalin mostareasof thelslandUnit.

14



SamishUnit: NaturalResourceSpecialistMeis andNaturalResourcel echnicianCosgrove
monitoredpublic use waterfowluse , andwater levelsat the Samish CosgroveandMeis made
adjustmentso watercontrol structuresat the SamishUnit to maximizesheetwater.

Private Lands/AccessManagement

Waterfowl Quality Hunt Program:

Natural Resource Technicians Otto and
Deyo built Waterfowl Quality Hunt
Program sites by installing parking posts,
signage, and blinds. A total 60 Region 4
Waterfowl Quality Hunt Program sites are
open and ready for public use. The only
sites which remia closed are waiting for
farming practices to be completed.

Waterfowl Quality Hunt Site opened this
week. Earlier in the seasqmeedcanary
grass was mowed to improve conditions
for hunters.

Trillium Woods Deer Hunt: Private Lands Biologist Wingarbmpleted working on the

contract for deer hunting at the Trillium Woods forest on Whidbey Island. The Region 4 Private
Lands Access Program partners with the Whidbey Camano Land Trust to provide public hunting
access for late season deer hunting.

Wildlif e Viewing: Private Lands Supervisory Biologist Caldwell and Distti@Biologist

Milner researched property and public access information at a potential whale watching location.
Milner will follow up with questions to neighboring landowners and providevgza! with

further details in the coming weeks. The potential site offers premium whale watching
opportunities.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY EGONOMY, PROTECT COMMWITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY
CUSTOMER ERVICE

Wildlife Management

Requests for Wildlife Management AdviceDistrict 12 responded to various conflict requests
including common issugkabituated wildlifef e.g. raccoons, coyotes, bear), incidents such as
owl attacksconcerns over perceived issues such as-hankled geesand what to

do/report/not worry aboutOther topics includedxetic-invasive species concernsban deer
guestions and management options, arxan falcon management.
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