Wildlife Program
Week ofMarch27 1 April 2, 2017

WOLF ACTIVITIES

Region 1 Wolf Activities

Wolf Advisory Group (WAG) Meeting: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Bennett and several other
staff membersnet with stakeholders to discuss the new Waolkestock Irteraction Protocol.
Information was discussed with the public prior to the meeting. A df#fie new Wol

Livestock Interaction Protocalill be completed and sent out for internal and WAG review.

REGION 1
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH ANDNILDLIFE

Habitat: Private Lands Biologist Gaston and Natural Resource Conservation Service Soill
Conservationist Ressel met with a landowner to discuss the options regarding enrolling
his expired Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) field into State Acnaslfiife
Enhancement (SAFE). Gaston and Ressel visited the field and will put together ideas.

Garfield County Habitat and Pheasant Rearing MeetingBiologist Earl, Natural
Resource Technician Wadmnd Wildlife Conflict Specialist Rasley ehwith Garfidd
Countyofficials for a site visit of the Garfield County pheasant rearing facility and
habitat improvement aredarl spent time rounding up seeding equipment to be used for
the habitat plantings this spring.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER
WILDLIFE -RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERICAL EXPERIENCES

Hunter Access:Biologist Baarstad received updated legal descriptions and other
correspondence from Hancock Timber Resources to renew the agreement for non
motorized hunting access amore tharb8,000 acres of Hancock holdingsnortheast
Washington.

Spring Site Clearrup: Maintenance Mechanidziekan continues to get sites ready for

the spring openewhich arrivesn less than a month. He has been towing the wood
chipper behind his tick this week, trying to get as much done as he can before the gates
open and the sites become too crowded to safely work. Dziekan has been lifting trees to
improve sight lines and allow for traffic to pass through without scratching vehicles,
clearing brsh from around boulders, and cleaning up fence lines.



Sacheen Lake near ramp

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY
CHARACTER, MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND
DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY CUSTOMER SERVICE

Elk Damage: Biologist Earl and Natural Resource Technician Wade continued to
monitor elk &tivity in Garfield and Asotin aunties. Earl and Wade were also in contact
with multiple landowners in both areas.



A group of bulls still packing their antlers
in Peola

GOAL 4: BUILD AN
EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT
ORGANIZATION BY

i SUPPORTING OUR

= 1 WORKFORCE, IMPROVING

| BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND
| INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY

Coordination/Teamwork: Natural
Resource Technician Seitz and Biologist
— ' : = Baarstad participated on a conferemall
with Private Lands Biologists and members of the Washington State Conservation Commission
Theydiscusedideas to strengthen partnerships between private landsnaafbersandthe
conservation districts inastern WashingtonBaarstad and Biolagt Finch maintained and
repaired equipment to prepare for the spring field seaBaarstad compiled data from
waterfowl surveys he recently conducted and sent the data to district beéogldDucks
Unlimited.

REGION 2
GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECTNATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE

Wildlife Management

Wolverine Surveys:Biologist Fitkin andU.S. Forest Service (USF8)ologist Rohrer made the

final visit to the camera site in cell 15 of the Western States Wolverine SuNeypnce again

had wolverine presee at the sitealong with some of our other usual visitors. We will wrap up
visitations to our amessible sites this comingwedkut we 61 | h aalyesummer tow a i t
retrieve the badtountry cameras.

u



Bobcat andmarten at a wolverine survey sitePhoto byWDFW remote camera

Washington Ground Squirrels: Biologists Dougherty and Rowan performed occupancy
surveys at lower elevations. Rowan saw desert parsley and yelésrombells blooming, heard
lots of western meadowlarks, s#tweegroups of dead helium balloons and heard/saw no
squirrel signBiologist Dougherty also found several treasures when lookingpédiong lost
ground squirrels.



The drubsteppewhereold balloons god die and puffballs grow largé Photos byBiologist

Rowan
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Aground squirre
delightT Photo by Biologist Dougherty

An active ground squirrel burrow Photo by Biologist



Wildlife Areas

Sinlahekin Ecosytem Restoration Projecti Phase3Manager Haug met with )
North-Central Washington Prescribed Burn Team to begin prescribed beratiops on the

Sinlahekin Wildlife Area. The crew initiateadburn on an approximately 1-@0re unit south of

Cecile Creek Bad. The crew was able to
black line aroundhree quartersf the unit
and will attempt to finish tlsicoming
week. Maintenance MéanicBoulger
assisted the crew with setting up the hosq
lay around the unit.

Rx burn aew lighting burn unit on

Sinlahekin Wildlife Areal Photo by Matt
Eberlein

Private Lands/Access

Adams County VSP:VSP stands for

voluntary stewardship program. Bigist Dougherty spent timeviewing the Adams County

VSP, whichwas provided by Habitat Biologist Pentico. Overall, the VSP is unimpressive and

|l i kely wondt make much progress toward conser
Especially, since the planmg committee will be countinyatural Resources Conservation

Service (NRCSEonservation practices from 2011 through the present to meet the overall
conservation goals.

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLEFISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -
RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES

Wildlife Areas

Bird Banding Volunteer: Assistant Manager Troyer spoke with a potential volunteer who is

interested in setting up a bird banding station in or around the Big Valley Unit. Troyer reviewed

the proposed projectandi scussed the documents with the | o
initial thoughts on the project are posities the volunteer is professionally licensed to band and

study birds. This could prove beneficial in collecting useful data to assigtethew Wildlife

Areain better managing its lands.

Private Lands/Access

Sprague Lake Water AccessAccess Assistant Trump serviced sites,aviiile making a visit
to Sprague Lakéhe noticed the road drboat launch area was flooded.



Entry into Sprague lake boat launch Photo by
Jesse Trump

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY,
PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER,
MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF
LIFE, AND DELIVER HI GH-QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Wildlife Areas

Crab Creek Flooding: While out treating bur
buttercup, Assistant Manager Bechtold inspected
various infrastructuieas it pertains to recent
flooding in Crab Creek and came acresme issues.

North Flood Flat water control

structure not doing its joli Photo
by Assistant ManageBechtold

REGION 3

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND
PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND
WILDIFE

Wildlife Areas

L.T. Murray Wildlife Area : Natural
ResourceTechnicianHill recovered samples
off of a Muckleshoot radieollared deer
mortality in the North Fork Manastash.

Collared deer mortality irthe N. Fork
Manastash

Winter Elk U pdate: With warming
temperatures, slopes opening up, and humat
disturbance, the elk have moved off both
Robinson and Watt feed lot§ifty head of elk
were fed on Tuesday at Watt and no elk
showed up on Wednesday or Teday. The feeding program has ceased for the season.

—J

Oak Creek Wildlife Area: Oak Creelstaff membersvrapped up winter feedingperations at
all feed sites.



