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Wildlife Program  
Week of September 18 ï September 24, 2017 
 

WOLF ACTIVITIES  

 

Wolf Management: Cameras deployed as part of the Washington State University Lynx 

occupancy project picked up the breeding pair in the Loup Loup Pack Territory; however, the 

reproductive status of the pack for this year is still unknown.   

 
Loup Loup Pack breeding pair ï WSU/WDFW remote cameras 

 

Stevens County Wolf Pack Monitoring Efforts : Natural Resource Technician Weatherman 

conducted deterrent patrols in the Smackout and Dirty Shirt wolf pack territories.  Washington 

Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) Contract Range Riders were contacted and information 

exchanged on these patrols.  Extra patrols were added near a private grazing allotment due to 

members from the Smackout Pack being in close proximity to cattle that have experienced a 

confirmed wolf/calf depredation event this summer.  The Smackout wolf pack moved on the 

cattle pasture without any known incidents.  

 

Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife  Contract Range Rider Coordination: Natural 

Resource Technician (NRT) Weatherman contacted WDFW Range Riders in Ferry and Stevens 

counties.  All report quiet during this time period.  Extra effort has been placed on the Dirty Shirt 

wolf pack who have been frequenting an occupied grazing allotment in Stevens County.  NRT 

Weatherman issued equipment to WDFW Range Riders working late night patrols in Stevens 

County.   

  

Wolf Inter nal Meeting: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Jacobsen and Supervisor Meyer attended 

an internal wolf meeting with other WDFW Conflict, Enforcement, and Biologist staff in 

Ellensburg.  Several topics were discussed, including budgets and wolf activity around the state. 
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Wolf Reports: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Rasley received several calls from hunters stating 

they either heard wolves or saw wolves while hunting in Walla Walla and Columbia counties. 

One female archer "was surrounded by four adult wolves while hunting in the Griffin Peak area".  

All four were within 30 yards of her. 

 

 

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D IVISION  

 

Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Annual Meeting (AFWA): Farm Bill Coordinator 

Mike Kuttel, Jr. attended the AFWA Annual Meeting in Snowbird, Utah.  Kuttel represented 

Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife on the Agricultural Conservation 

Committee and multiple working groups 

under this committee.  Much of the 

discussion focused on input and updates on 

details of the next Farm Bill (scheduled for 

fall 2018).  Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) and Farm Service Agency 

(FSA) staff participated throughout the two-

and-a-half-day conference and provided 

valuable input to the discussions.  Natural 

Resources Conservation Service and Farm 

Service Agency staff were also receptive to 

feedback from state fish and wildlife 

agencies and partner organizations.  Overall 

the discussions left the impression that fish 

and wildlife conservation through Farm Bill 

programs will continue to be a priority in the coming years.  Kuttel stayed a few days on 

vacation after the conference.  One of the destinations was Antelope Island State Park where he 

saw several species including pronghorn, bison, mule deer, and a prairie falcon. 
 

Red Knot Conservation: Natural Resource Scientist Joe Buchanan gave a presentation about 

Red Knots to the Rainier Audubon Society chapter (Federal Way).  The presentation was well-

received and Joe made a contact with a 

member of a photographer group and 

requested that photographers inspect 

their photographs to search for images of 

marked Red Knots. 

 

Red knot at Grays Harbor ï Photo by Tom 

Rowley 
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REGION 1 

 

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Asotin Creek Wildlife Area ï Elk Fence: Dave Meisner spent two days working on elk fence 

this week at Weatherly.  Dave discovered a spot where about 70 feet of fence was knocked 

over.  Greg Heimgartner assisted Dave with standing the fence back up on a very wet 

Wednesday.  Several rock jacks had to be 

repaired and reloaded with rock.  We are 

thinking a micro-burst of wind blew the 

fence over.  Dave noted that the fence is 

beginning to show its age many rock jacks 

need some attention. 

 

Blown over elk fence at Tam Tam Ridge 

 

 

REGION 2 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT 

NATIVE FISH AND WILD IFE  

 

Grouse Harvest Monitoring: Biologists Heinlen and Fitkin have been collecting grouse wings 

from the collection barrels within the District since the start of the season.  Predictably, the 

largest collection occurred just after the Labor Day weekend, however, wings have been coming 

in pretty steadily suggesting a productive season so far. 

  

Barrels are located at Bonaparte Lake, Loomis, Conconully and the East Chewuch Road.  The 

goal of this collection effort is to build estimated population trend datasets for each grouse 

species to evaluate harvest changes.  Barrels are located throughout the state and grouse hunters 

can help by depositing one wing and the tail of each grouse harvested into the wing collection 

barrels or by bringing them to the closest WDFW District or Regional office. 

 

Scotch Creek Wildlife Area Restoration Work: Our planting of 40 Water Birch in the upper 

spring at Scotch Creek for Sharp-tailed Grouse habitat seems to be doing very well and weôve 

had a good success rate.  Manager Olson finished planning for the Eder restoration project by 

designing a seed mix appropriate for the dry, sandy soils and low precipitation of this site near 

Oroville.  Five native bunchgrasses were chosen, and rates selected that will account for seedling 

vigor, germination, purity and seed size.  The resulting mix should provide 41 live seeds per 

square foot, a good drilled rate for this site.  The order was placed with our contract seed vendor.   
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GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HU NTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Elephant Head Trail Proposal: Lands Operations Manager Finger, Wildlife Area Manager 

Fox, and District Biologist Volsen, met with Lake Chelan Trails Alliance (LCTA) to provide 

final suggestions for minimizing potential disturbance impacts on bighorn sheep.  As feedback 

begins to trickle in from the Washington Sheep Foundation, Finger worked on a response letter 

that includes a description of the outreach process that staff will be following should the project 

be deemed viable by the District Team and upper management.  The Chelan District Team 

meeting will occur on October 2 and the LCTA has been asked to submit a final trail alignment 

proposal to review during this meeting.   

 
Preliminary trail alignment (red) and primary resource concerns (in yellow) for Elephant 

Head Trail Proposal by LCTA ï Photo by R. Finger, WDFW 

 

Methow Trails Collaborative Meeting: Manager Haug and Methow Wildlife Area Manager 

Troyer met with the Methow Trails Collaborative to discuss a trail rehabilitation project on 

Lewis Butte and Riser Lake on the Rendezvous Unit.  The group expressed their appreciation of 

WDFW taking the time to meet and willingness to work with the group to move the project 

forward.  The trail is a very popular route used by a variety of user groups that has experienced 

significant impacts due to erosion and off-trail use.  The project is intended to re-route portions 

where the grade is problematic and install erosion reducing structures as well as better signage.  

 

Region 2 North Access Area Confirmation: Manager Haug met with Region 2 North Access 

Manager Dehart for a conference call with WDFW Water Access Manager Belson to discuss 
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various water access sites in the Okanogan and Chelan counties that need clarification in the 

agencies database.  The group discussed the sites, current uses and whether or not the properties 

outlined in Learning Management System are indeed WDFW.  Most sites were confirmed that 

they are currently used and maintained.  Some of parcels associated with the original purchases 

will need to be addressed in some fashion by real estate.  

 

Private Lands/Access Upland Game Birds: Biologist Rowan released 170 game-farm raised 

rooster pheasants across three sites including Banks Lake, Steamboat Rock, and Quincy Lakes. 

An additional 210 roosters were released by Wildlife Area staff in Lower Crab Creek, Gloyd 

Seeps and Buckshot sites.  Biologist Dougherty and Rowan, along with additional WDFW staff, 

volunteered at the youth hunt hosted by the Columbia Basin Chapter of Pheasants Forever in the 

WDFW Gloyd Seeps Unit. 

  
Exodus from the crate and checking out the foreign landscape ï Photo by Ella Rowan 

 

    
Pheasant Youth Hunt: Practice with Clays and Happy Hunters ï Photo by Ella Rowan and Danika 

Davis 
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GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

FEMA Fencing: FEMA fencing projects related to the Carlton Complex wildfires of 2014 are 

nearly wrapped up.  We are down to one contractor and basically two sections of boundary fence 

that still need built.  Unfortunately, an unseasonably wet spring followed by a hot, dry summer 

has limited the work window for this contractor.  Thankfully, the last few weeks have brought 

moisture and cooler weather.  This change in weather has initiated a drop from and IFPL 3 to an 

IFPL 2.  Maintenance Mechanic Wottlin has stayed in close contact with the contractor 

throughout the season and has coordinated work plans with the crew recently.  We expect to see 

the contractor back on the job by next week.  Itôs anticipated that the fencing crew will be able to 

finish the remaining few fences before winter.  From there, weôll move on to the Okanogan 

Complex fences burned in 2015.  

 

 

REGION 3 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE  

 

Grazing Permits: Manager Mackey accompanied Section Manager Dahmer and Range Scientist 

Burnham to the Rock Creek Unit to conduct ecological integrity monitoring and also further 

assess utilization on the temporary grazing permit initiated this year.  Utilization continues to be 

below the thresholds outlined in the permit. 

 
Section Manager Dahmer and Range Scientist Burnham conducting ecological integrity 

monitoring in the Rock Creek Unit 
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Thinning Prescription : Forester Hartmann has completed layout of NCT units in Section 7 of 

the Rock Creek Unit.  Remaining layout will be in Section 5, with a survey to follow across all 

units to determine final thinning prescription.   

 
East or West of the Crest?  Forested wetland adjacent to NCT unit in section 7 of Rock Creek 

Unit.  With large, legacy western red cedar snags, abundant western hemlock, and other 

riparian vegetation, a unique find on a landscape where ponderosa pine is the dominant 

species just a mile away.  Areas of standing water can still be found even after the long 

summer of little to no precipitation, highlighting the significance of these habitat features to 

the wildlife that use them! 

 

Beaver Ponds: Manager Babik discussed amphibian use of beaver ponds on the east side of the 

Cascades with a WSU student working on his PhD. She was also contacted by a group interested 

in relocating beaver on the west side of the Cascades and answered their questions.  

 

Natural Resource Technician Medina and Sevier monitored beaver traps in the Johnson wetland 

and Giffen Lake throughout the week.  They trapped four beavers and relocated them to less 

troublesome areas of the wildlife area. 

 

Continued Bird Clean-up: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra continued to coordinate with 

Wildlife Biologist Vekasy on monitoring and pick up of avian carcasses at a cattle feedlot where 

a botulism outbreak continues.  Over 500 carcasses have been collected of waterfowl and 

shorebirds since mid-July.  The cooler temperatures should end the outbreak soon.  Fidorra 

placed a propane canon at one pond with several ducks and had to remove canons from two sites 

where rapid unannounced flooding by the site management submerged the equipment.  




