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Wildlife Program  
Week of September 25 ï October 1, 2017 
 

WOLF ACTIVITIES  

 

Wolf Deterrents in Stevens County: Natural Resource Technician (NRT) Weatherman, NRT 

Seitz, Natural Resource Worker Nickerson, and Conflict Specialist Bennett moved fladry at a 

Stevens County producersô allotment from one pasture back to another for the remainder of the 

grazing period.  

 

WDFW Contract Range Rider Coordination: Natural Resource Technician Weatherman 

contacted Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) Range Riders in Ferry and 

Stevens counties.  All reports were quiet at the moment. Extra effort remains in place on the 

Dirty Shirt wolf pack disperser who has been frequenting an occupied private grazing allotment 

in Stevens County. 

 

Wolf Reports: Natural Resource Technician Wade received reports two black wolves being 

observed in the Little Butte area over the weekend.  

 

Grazing allotments: Natural Resource Technician (NRT) Wade spent a day checking grazing 

allotments in the Blue Mountains due to the increase in wolf observation reports over the last two 

weeks.  While in the area NRT Wade met with the range rider for one of the grazing allotments 

to discuss issues with the cows being pushed onto private lands adjacent to the grazing 

allotments.  The range rider feels that the increase in wolf activity in the area might have 

something to do with the cattleôs movements.   

 

Cattle in the grazing allotment 
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WILDLIFE DIVERSITY D IVISION  

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HU NTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

National Hunting and Fishing Day: Washington Falconers Association was invited by Steve 

Dazey to participate in National Hunting and Fishing Day to staff a booth and educate about the 

sport of Falconry.  This was a 

very popular booth as the 

falconers brought their birds 

for display and 

education.  Present were a 

Harrisô hawk, captive bred 

peregrine falcon, wild-caught 

peregrine falcon, and an 

exotic Barbary falcon.  There 

was a constant stream of 

children stopping at this 

booth to admire the birds and 

learn about hunting with a 

raptor. 

 

Moms, dads, and children 

stopping to peek at a 

peregrine falcon taking a 

bath 

 

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Farm Bill Outreach: Farm Bill Coordinator Mike Kuttel, Jr., Landscape Conservation Section 

Manager Wendy Connally, Federal Coordinator Meagan West, Public Affairs Social Media 

specialist Rachel Blomker, Regional Private Lands Biologists and Supervisors all coordinated 

last week to produce a brief two-day tour this fall and additional seasonally-appropriate tours 

next spring and summer of various Farm Bill delivery sites in Regions 1, 2, and 3.  Biologist and 

landowner interviews, photographs, and video will be part of a new WDFW social and other 

media project to show how Farm Bill programs benefit communities, producers, and wildlife 

conservation for all WDFW constituents.  These efforts will also contribute to the SageWest: 

Sagebrush Communications Network initiatives. 

 

 

  

https://iwjv.org/sites/default/files/sagwest_comms_workshop_notes_june_2017_0.pdf
https://iwjv.org/sites/default/files/sagwest_comms_workshop_notes_june_2017_0.pdf
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REGION 1 

 

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE 

 

Grizzly Bears: Wildlife Biologist Annemarie Prince retrieved a hair-corral in the Selkirks.  The 

corral had multiple hair samples and was visited by two sub adult grizzly bears.  Hair samples 

will be used for DNA analysis for the bears. 

 

Meeting with Department 

of Natural Resource and 

Yakama Nation on 

Methow Wildlife Area: 

Lands Operations Manager 

Haug and Methow Wildlife 

Area (MWA) Manager 

Troyer met with numerous 

representatives of 

Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) Northeast 

Region and Aquatics 

Program as well as 

individuals from the 

Yakama Nation to discuss 

the ongoing salmon 

restoration project in the 

Methow River adjacent to 

the Big Valley Unit of the MWA.  The Yakamaôs expressed their appreciation for the department 

allowing them access to the project; which included the installation of instream structures to 

manipulate flows to begin cutting new channels towards the northern shore of the river.  The 

structures themselves provide refuge for salmonid smolts.  There was also discussion regarding a 

potential land exchange with the DNR involving lands adjacent to the Big Valley Unit as well as 

lands throughout NE Washington.  This discussion is in its infancy and will involve a multitude 

of players throughout two WDFW Regions.  

 

Grant County Private Lands Habitat Enhancement: Private Lands Biologists Walker met 

with one landowner in Grant County interested in native shrub-steppe restoration and species 

conservation.  Walker surveyed the property with the landowner and discussed options for 

cheatgrass control in primarily native grass stands as well as the potential for building burrowing 

owl habitat on the 55-acre property.  Private Lands Biologists Walker will follow-up with this 

landowner after speaking with other WDFW personnel about the details of building owl burrows 

in the next week or two and discuss further plans for the property. 

 

State Acres for Wildlife SAFE - CRP ï Douglas County: Private Lands Biologist Braaten 

completed all SAFE forb seeding deliverables (Maps, Mixes, etc) for Douglas County 

landowners/operators for seeding this fall.  Private Lands Biologist Braaten met with 26 different 

landowners to look at maps and discuss forb seeding requirements.  These discussions usually 
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led to identifying problems or issues.  Private Lands Biologist Braaten continues to solve 

problems as they arise.  Private Lands Biologist Braaten worked with seven different seed 

dealers this week substituting forbs for mixes to be seeded this fall.  Private Lands Biologist 

Braaten also discussed SAFE grass seeding with several landowners who are in beginning stages 

of seeding prep.  Private Lands Biologist Braaten spent some time identifying SAFE CRP areas 

for upcoming video tour.  Private Lands Biologist Braaten will be contacting landowners. 

 

Turnbull Elk Survey: Biologists Atamian and Lowe conducted the annual aerial survey of the 

elk herd on and around Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge.  A total of 168 elk were observed (85 

cows, 39 calves, 35 bulls, and 9 unclassified).  This is down from last yearôs count of 184, but in 

line with the number seen the past 

four years.  Most of the 

observations were of groups of 

less than ten individuals.  Eleven 

moose were also seen on this 

yearôs survey. 

 

Group of elk observed on 

Turnbull National Wildlife 

Refuge during aerial survey 

 

REGION 2 

 

Replacement Pygmy Rabbit 

Beezley Enclosure: Gallie met 

with United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service Biologist Fuller 

and Archeologist Burnside to evaluate potential sites for establishing the replacement Beezley 

breeding enclosure.  Using the new design, which features a much smaller footprint and 

disturbance regime, Burnside felt there were few issues with its placement.  We selected a CRP 

field, owned by longtime project supporter and former Landowner of the Year, Peter Lancaster.  

Given the historic disturbance profile and lack of any significant findings by Burnside, she gave 

approval to proceed while completing the final 

evaluation paperwork.  As a side note, given 

Burnsideôs 20+ yearsô experience in soil work 

and fire recovery, she commented several times 

at the high quality nature of the soil conditions 

present at this site.  We additionally found what 

appear to be inactive pygmy rabbit burrows, 

some old pellets and slightly deteriorated, they 

were definitely a bonus to selecting this site. 

 

Future home where pygmies will roam and the 

feral horses and coyotes will play 



5 
 

A pair of what appear to be inactive 

pygmy rabbit burrows at the future 

site of replacement enclosure 

 

Pygmy Rabbit Safe Harbor 

Agreements: Private Lands Biologists 

Walker and Stonehouse and Private 

Lands/Conflict Supervisor Rickel met 

with other WDFW and United States 

fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

staff to discuss Safe Harbor 

Agreements for pygmy rabbits in 

Douglas and potentially Grant 

counties.  Walker, Stonehouse, and 

Rickel will work with Assistant 

District Biologist Comstock and 

Pygmy Rabbit Biologists Zinke and 

Gallie as WDFW moves forward with building Safe Harbor Agreements with local landowners 

for protection of pygmy rabbits in Region 2.  Private Lands Biologist Stonehouse met with a 

landowner who was interested in signing up for a Pygmy Rabbit Safe Harbor Agreement.  It was 

later discovered that this landowner recently purchased the property that he wants to sign up and 

that the former landowner already had a Safe Harbor Agreement.  Stonehouse will work with 

USFWS to transfer the agreement to the new landowner.  

 

RGWA Culvert Compliance Check: Wildlife Area Assistant Manager Daro Palmer met with 

DNR, DOE and Kalispell Tribal 

representatives who were conducting 

compliance checks on Road Maintenance 

and Abandonment Plan projects within 

DNRôs Northeast Region this week.  A 

no-slope culvert, which was installed on 

Rustlers Gulch WLA in the fall of 2014, 

was on their list.  The crew collected 

stream channel measurements above and 

below the culvert, as well as elevations of 

the culvert to confirm that the work that 

was done matched with the project plans, 

and it did.  The photo below shows the 

outlet end of the culvert with a hole dug to 

confirm that enough stream bed material was laid in the bottom.  
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GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HU NTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Bighorn Sheep: Biologist Volsen pinned five rams harvested from Regions 2 and 3.  Biologists 

Volsen and Comstock monitored a bighorn ram from the Swakane herd reported to be coughing.  

The ram was monitored over two days, and while some coughing was observed, in consultation 

with Dr. Mansfield, it was determined the rams condition was a low risk.  Biologist Volsen 

finalized plans and materials list for the construction of a bighorn sheep trap to be used on 

Chelan Butte.  Biologist Comstock created a data entry form and entered 2017 bighorn sheep 

harvest data for district 7. 

 

 
A successful young sheep hunter with his family in the Swakane Unit 

 
GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Wolf Deterrents in Stevens County: Natural Resource Technician (NRT) Weatherman, NRT 

Seitz, Natural Resource Worker Nickerson, and Conflict Specialist Bennett moved fladry at a 

Stevens County producersô allotment from one pasture back to another for the remainder of the 

grazing period.  

 

Hunter Education Class: Private Lands Biologist Gaston assisted Supervisor McCanna (a 

certified Hunter Education Instructor) and Hunter Education Instructor Whorton with the set up 
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and teaching of the field skills evaluation for the online course.  The class consisted of 20 

students which attended the class in St. John, Washington. 

 

Youth Pheasant Hunt: Private Lands Biologist Thorne Hadley along with Officer John 

represented WDFW and presented rules and regulations and answered access questions to youth 

hunters participating at the Blue Mountain Pheasants Forever youth shoot in Walla Walla.  

 

   

WDFW Officer John and Private Lands Biologist Thorne Hadley talk to a group of young 

hunters 

 

Asotin Creek Wildlife Ar ea ï Representative Mary Dyeôs Tour:  Area Manager Bob Dice 

participated in a tour and 

discussion of the elk damage 

problem at Cloverland with 

local landowners and 

Department staff.  Several 

stops were made on private 

land and wildlife area 

land.  The landowners have 

a keen interest in restoring 

grazing on Department lands 

at Smoothing Iron Ridge. 

 

State Representative Mary 

Dyeôs tour on Thursday 

discussing the Cloverland 

elk damage issue 
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GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY SUPPORTING 

OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND INVESTING IN 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

Representative Dye Field Tour: Supervisor McCanna along with other department staff 

participated in the Cloverland elk field tour with landowners being affected by elk damage in the 

area.  The group spoke about several options to reduce elk damage to private land across the 

draw of a department wildlife area where the elk spend most of their time.  We discussed 3-D 

fencing, elk fence, winter feeding, farming more land on the wildlife area, grazing on the wildlife 

area, special hunting seasons and elk area, and hiring a herder/hazer.  The department will 

evaluate all options.  The department has made a special elk hunting area and secured money for 

a herder/hazer at this time.  Another meeting will be held in early November to discuss the other 

options. 

 

 

REGION 3 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE  

 

Byron Unit:  Manager Buser reviewed historical documents on file regarding the Byron unit.  He 

then met with Lands Operations Manager Huffman, Regional Wildlife Program Manager 

McCorquodale and Regional Director Livingston to discuss the history of the Byron unit and 

tour the property.  The Departmentôs agreement with the City of Grandview was discussed along 

with options for moving forward.  RD Livingston turned out to be a rattlesnake magnet, finding 

two sizable snakes in the grass during the tour.  He also demonstrated amazing vertical leap 

capability. 

 

Chemical Control of Canada Thistle: Manager Mackey conducted a field review of a 

subalpine meadow atop Bald Mountain to assess effectiveness of chemical control of Canada 

thistle.  Washington State University Extensions was looking for sites to test a new biological 

control agent and was considering this site for the trial.  Chemical control was very effective this 

season and very few rosettes were present so this site will not be selected for the trial at this time. 

 

Monitoring of a Cattle Feedlot: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra continued to coordinate with 

Wildlife Biologist Vekasy on monitoring and pick up of avian carcasses at a cattle feedlot where 

a botulism outbreak continues.  Over 500 carcasses have been collected of waterfowl and 

shorebirds since mid-July.  The cooler temperatures appear to be ending the outbreak, with only 

one dead bird located this week.  

 

Successful Cougar Hunters: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra coordinated with two successful 

cougar hunters for CITES sealing and to collect tooth and tissue samples for submission. 

 

Grouse Wing Collection: Biologist Bernatowicz check barrels in the Ahtanum barrel while 

Manger Mackey checked Oak Creek and Assistant manager Taylor checked Wenas.  A total of 

22 wings collected.  After a slow start due to smoke/heat, wing collections are increasing as the 

season progresses.     
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Yakima Training Center Elk Management: Biologist Bernatowicz learned some ñDamageò 

permits intended for active military had been dispersed to civilian contractors and Yakima 

Training Center (YTC) was asking about more permits.  YTC is also asking about our goals for 

elk management.  Bernatowicz complied a management history along with harvest data.  

 

Three-Year Package Recommendations:  Biologist Bernatowicz participated in a Regional 

meeting to review proposals, on online voting results, and make recommendations on which 

proposals should go forward.  All District 8 proposals received fairly strong public support and 

were recommended to for moving to WAC.   

 

District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra met with Region 3 biologists and Wildlife Program Manager 

McCorquodale to make recommendations regarding proposals for the three-year hunting package 

after reviewing public comments. 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HU NTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Trail Maintenance: Manager Mackey met with trail improvement volunteers associated with 

the Washington Climberôs Coalition for a second weekend of trail maintenance at the Bend 

climbing area.  It was a very good turnout with around 15 volunteers attending the work party. 

 

Six-Point Harvest: Manager Mackey contacted a hunter inquiring about places available to store 

elk meat in preparation for processing.  It turned out the hunter possessed a bull permit and 

harvested a nice six point in the Bethel Unit. 

 
Six-point bull harvested in the Bethel Unit 
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Litter Control: Colockum staff picked up litter left by target shooters on Colockum this week. 

 

 
Large metal and glass door shot up and left by shooters on Colockum 

 

Lock Damage: Assistant Manager Hagan also discovered a lock on a gate damaged by shooting 

in the Tarpiscan Creek area this week. 

 

 
Damaged lock on Tarpiscan Creek gate, Colockum Wildlife Area 
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Manastash Ridge Trails: Manager Confer Morris spoke with an Ellensburg resident interested 

in donating funds to help manage the Manastash Ridge Trails.  Confer Morris then spoke with 

Fiscal Analyst Nelson to determine the process for accepting a donation and how to set up an 

account for the funds.  

 

Increased Use at Ringold Springs: Manger Garcia requested three portable toilets for Ringold 

Springs. Manager Garcia and Natural Resource Worker Barbosa will continue to service Ringold 

Springs and Vernita access sites twice a week to keep up with the heavy use during the fall 

fishing season and will increase the number of portable toilets as needed.  

 

Kiosk: Assistant Manager Winegeart and Natural Resource Technician Hill began building a 

large kiosk in the Gnat Flat area of the LT Murray 

Wildlife Area.  The finished kiosk will have three panels 

4ôx5ô in size.  One panel will contain an interpretive 

panel which will welcome visitors to the area, and the 

others will hold the usual informative signs and 

announcements.  

 

New Gnat Flat kiosk near completion 

 

Youth Hunter: Wildlife Conflict 

Specialist Hand assisted a youth hunter 

who was hunting on a Silver Dollar 

Landowner Hunting Permit.  After 

spotting a group of 12 elk including 

one large bull a successful stalk was 

conducted putting the hunter in range 

for the perfect shot.  The hunter had 

drawn this same permit the year before 

but was not afforded a hunting 

opportunity because of last yearôs 

Range 12 Fire.  The hunter and his 

adult companion were very 

appreciative of the landowner and 

WDFW providing such a great 

opportunity. 

 

Silver Dollar Youth Hunter 
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GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Life Scout Kiosk Instillation Interest: Manager Babik met with a life scout interested in 

managing the installation of a kiosk on the Wildlife Area.  The life scout will acquire materials 

for the kiosk, communicate with Manager Babik on design and location, and supervise the 

installation.  Washington Dept of Fish & Wildlife is thrilled to partner with life scouts on 

enhancing our entry points on the Wildlife Area and hopes for more partnership opportunities.  

 

Damage Patrols: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand patrolled irrigated crops near Prosser for 

deer and elk damage.  Electrified fladry fencing is currently in place and some minor repairs 

were made.  No deer activity was observed but a few elk tracks were seen on the western 

boundary of the farm that is not protected by fencing. 

 

Wheat Planting Progress: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand traveled to the Kahlotus area to 

monitor wheat planting progress and success in regards to fields that typically receive abundant 

deer activity.  High soil moisture and favorable weather has allowed for good germination of 

wheat.  Landowners report few local deer at this time, but are concerned that late season 

migrants may cause damage. 

 

Skunk in a Live Trap: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand received and handled a call concerning 

a skunk in a live trap within the Kennewick City Limits on a vacant lot.  The call from 

Kennewickôs Code Enforcement was asking how to humanely remove the animal.  Advice was 

provided as well as contact information of local Wildlife Control Operators. 

 

Successful Hunts: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand assisted three Damage Prevention Permit 

hunters with elk hunting near Hanfordôs southern border.  Two elderly hunters were successful in 

filling their damage tags on healthy cow elk and were 

thankful for the assistance with recovery and field 

dressing their quarry. 

 

Continued Elk Hazing: Conflict Specialist Wetzel 

continued to haze elk from areas in west Ellensburg 

and repaired the gate in the Coleman Canyon-

Manastash area.  Elk have use the return gate in that 

area and it is functioning properly. 

 

Coleman Canyon gate repaired and functional 

 

Elk Damage: Conflict Specialist Wetzel reviewed an irrigated pasture in the Ellensburg area for 

elk damage.  The landowner wanted to discuss a damage claim for elk on this pasture, and was 

referred to Conflict HQ for assistance.  In general, crop adjusters have refused to assess these 

types of claims due to the near impossibility of accurately estimating actual damage.  
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GOAL 4:  BUILD AN EF FECTIVE AND EFFICIEN T ORGANIZATION BY 

SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND 

INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Great Place to Work: Manager Babik participated in the ñMaking WDFW a Safe and Great 

Place to Workò workshop. 

 

Cabin Creek: Manager Babik toured Cabin Creek 

with USFS biologist.  Staff turnover in both agencies 

has left the issues at Cabin Creek fall off the radar.  

Babik is working to reengage the USFS in the removal 

of the washed out bridge and has demonstrated the 

sediment delivery issues caused by a poorly 

abandoned road.  

 

User built drive around on a poorly abandoned USFS  

road in Cabin Creek 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bridge to nowhere, Cabin Creek 
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Tarpiscan Fields: Colockum staff moved farm equipment out of the Tarpiscan Fields and back 

to the Headquarters.  These fields are now ready to be seeded to native species in mid-October. 

 

 
Tarpiscan Field ready for fall seeding 

 

 

REGION 4 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE  
 

North Cascades Elk Herd Plan: Biologist Yarborough and Environmental Planner Dobler met 

to address all the submitted comments for the DRAFT North Cascades Elk Herd Plan.  Next 

steps include working to create the final draft for the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

review.  The SEPA review process ensures that environmental values are considered during the 

decision-making by state and local agencies. 

 

Species of Greatest Conservation Need: District 13 staff completing and submitting data from 

the spring/summer field work to data managers in Olympia.  In addition, an interested citizen 

reported observing a banded black oystercatcher along with another unbanded adult and two 

juveniles.  This bird was banded as part of a study to look at winter movements of black 

oystercatchers in the northern Salish Sea.  Oystercatchers, as their name implies are specialists at 
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peeling off and opening small food items such as limpets and mussels, and are also adept at 

removing bands and transmitters.  This bird was banded in 2009 on a nest, making it at least 11 

years old, and has only a portion of its band still readable according to the report. 

 

 
Black Oystercatcher ñRAò observed in 2010 
  

Loon Survey Data: Biologist DeBruyn reviewed and submitted data from this summers loon 

survey efforts. 

  

Wildlife Fencing: Wildlife Conflict Supervisor Caldwell coordinated with Stillaguamish Tribal 

biologist to update them on the status of all fencing projects since 2016.  Wildlife Conflict 

Specialist Witman worked with the Stillaguamish Tribe and a local fencing supplier to 

coordinate inventory tracking.  A fencing purchase was submitted to assist a landowner with 

chronic elk damage related issues in the Hamilton area of Skagit County.  

  
Beaver Management and Migratory Raptor Conflict Meeting: Wildlife Conflict Supervisor 

Caldwell, District Biologist Milner, and Regional Wildlife Program Manager Link met in La 

Conner to discuss beaver management changes and updates, potential new workload duties, and 

a pilot project to facilitate and streamline district level processes.  

  


