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Wildlife Program  
Week of April 2 ï April 8, 2018 
 

REGION 1 
 

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WIL DLIFE  

 

Lincoln Prairie Grouse: Biologist Michael Atamian searched for sage and sharp tailed grouse 

in Bureau of Land Managementôs ownership in the Govan area. Though conditions were good, 

no birds were heard or seen and no roost piles was observed. Though I was skunked, volunteer 

surveyors of sharp tailed leks on Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Swanson Lakes 

and Bureau of Land Management Twin Lakes where successful in finding several leks that had 

moved from previous locations and got some fantastic photos. Atamian downloaded data for 

GPS marked males and sent information to Michael Schroeder and Devon Comstock on potential 

mortality of one of the Douglas males. 

 
Photos from Volunteer Mark Dale on Reiber Lek. 

 

Teamwork: Biologist Todd Baarstad worked 

with the Lincoln County Conservation 

District to provide equipment for a tree-

planting project along Crab Creek in central 

Lincoln County. Master Hunter volunteers 

assisted Biologist Baarstad with equipment 

maintenance, inventory of hunter access 

signs, delivery of supplies for upcoming 

projects from Spokane to Lincoln county, and 

construction of wood duck nesting boxes in 

support of the Washington Wood Duck Project. 
 

Palouse Prairie State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP): Private Lands Biologist Brian Gaston assisted with supervising a planting 

crew who planted 12,000 shrubs in southwest Whitman County. The planting crew was the local 

high school football and baseball teams for St. John-Endicott High School. The planting was the 
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final stage of installation for a landowner enrolled in the Palouse Prairie CRP SAFE program. 

The shrubs planted were all a native wild rose known as Woodôs Rose.  
 

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER 

WILDLIF E-RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERICAL 

EXPERIENCES 

 

Water Access Site Maintenance: Liberty Lake received two new cigarette 

butt containers, and a monofilament line recycling station, for the fishing pier 

thanks to a litter control grant from Department of Ecology. 
 

GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Crow Dancing at Dentist Office: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Scott Rasley received a report of 

a crow that was ñscaring customers and dancing with its own reflection in the dentist office 

windowsò. The other issue was the crow was ñleaving its calling cards all over the door handle 

and walk wayò. Wildlife Conflict Specialist Rasley came up with the idea of using Gorilla tape 

and applying it to the railings and the crows new dance floor (sticky side up). At first light, it 

only took three minutes of waiting for the 

crow to show up and shake his tail 

feathers to his reflection. The crow did 

not like the sticky dance floor and after a 

short battle with the gorilla tape, he was 

able to fly off unharmed and has not 

returned to the dentist office. All the 

neighboring businesses were very happy 

with how smooth things went and the 

crow is no longer an issue. 

 

ñThe crows dance floorò 
 

 

REGION 2 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE  

 

Predator Prey Study: Biologist Jeffrey Heinlen collected remote cameras from two mule deer 

mortalities he investigated as part of the Predator Prey Study conducted by Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife and the University of Washington. The majority of photographs 

were of golden and bald eagles, but coyotes, ravens and magpies were also documented foraging 

on the carcasses. 
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Coyote moving the carcass (top); juvenile bald eagle landing (middle); juvenile golden and 

adult bald eagle fighting near carcass (bottom) ï WDFW remote camera 

 

Mule Deer Mortality: Biologist Fitkin investigated another collared mule deer mortality. The 

evidence on site indicated the carcass was fed on by coyotes, but not enough remained to 

definitively determine the cause of death. Examination of femur bone marrow (pink and waxy) 

indicated the animal had been in decent shape for the end of winter.  

 

Biologist 

Scott Fitkin 

collecting a 

femur for 

analysis 

from 

collared deer 

mortality   
Amy Fitkin 
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Bone marrow from radio-collared mule deer mortality   Scott Fitkin 

 

Carter Mountain Unit Prescribed Burn : Okanogan Lands Operations Manager Haug visited 

the Carter Mountain Unit of the Sinlahekin Wildlife Area where three prescribed burns where 

finished this past week. The NFWF-funded project removed large patches of decadent sagebrush 

to allow understory vegetation, native bunchgrasses and forbs, to recolonize following the 

reduction of dense sagebrush over story. These small burn units will attract a concentrated 

number mule deer that may reduce the early emergence of annual grasses such as cheatgrass and 

Japanese brome. A mix of native species will be incorporated into areas burned more severely 

this fall before snowfall. In total, the project burned approximately 110 acres; consuming 

approximately 70% of each unit with a mostly light severity. Post-fire monitoring to be 

performed within each unit in the years to come. 

 
A member of the prescribed burn crew bring fire down the edge of the unit   Photo provided by 

Matt Eberlein  
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One week after the NE Unit was prescribed burned, the tops of native vegetation show some 

singe but otherwise tolerant of the fire   Photo by Haug 

 

Spurge Flax Field Visit with Okanogan County Noxious Weed Control Board: Lands 

Operations Manager Haug and Sinlahekin Wildlife Area  Maintenance Mechanic Boulger met 

with Okanogan County Noxious Weed Control Board assistant manager Hudson to view large 

infestations of the noxious weed Spurge Flax (Thymelaea passerine).   

https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/weeds/spurge-flax. The plant, native to Europe, Asia and Northern 

Africa, is a class B (recently reclassified from a Class A) state noxious weed exclusively found 

in Okanogan County. Hudson recently found the infestation during a hunting trip on Carter 

Mountain and notified local Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife staff. The field visit 

familiarized employees with the plant, and where the infestation occurs. Treatments are 

scheduled for this summer to begin reducing the infestation.  

 

Snake: While on his back from mowing Ankeny Harmon noticed a rather large roadkill snake on 

highway 17 next to Lenore Lake. It 

was worth a second look so he 

turned around to investigate further 

and found 4 1/2 foot long still 

moving python or boa. Harmon 

collected it, brought it back to the 

office for others to see and Biologist 

Rowan identified it as a common 

boa. Itôs believed the snake was 

released nearby or was a passenger 

on a vehicle and decided to get off at 

that point.  

 

   

 

 

https://www.nwcb.wa.gov/weeds/spurge-flax

