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Wildlife Program  
Week of February 5 ï February 11 2018 

 
WILDLIFE DIVERSITY  

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WIL DLIFE  

 

Farm Bill Presentation: Farm Bill Coordinator Mike Kuttel, Jr. began work on a presentation to 

brief the Fish and Wildlife Commission on reauthorization of the 2018 Farm Bill.  The Farm Bill 

is the largest source of funding for conservation on private lands ï nearly $28 billion in the 2014 

Farm Bill.  Kuttel coordinated with Melissa Erkel in Habitat Program to gather information on 

fish passage and screening projects planned and completed with Farm Bill funding.  This work 

will be one of the success stories shared in the briefing.  Other topics will include Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife outreach efforts to promote fish and wildlife conservation in the 

next Farm Bill, providing technical assistance for the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement 

(SAFE) initiative (110,000 acres of habitat), and leading a project funded under the Regional 

Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). 

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HU NTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL EXPERIENCES. 

 

The Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program: Farm Bill Coordinator Mike 

Kuttel, Jr. worked with Ciera Strickland in Game Division to gather information on Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife efforts funded through the Voluntary Public Access and Habitat 

Incentive Program (VPA-HIP).  This Farm Bill conservation program provides funding to 

support public recreational access on private lands and incentives to landowners to improve 

wildlife habitat.  Kuttel will share details about this program in the briefing to the Fish and 

Wildlife Commission on reauthorization of the 2018 Farm Bill.  

 

 

REGION 1 

 

GOAL 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE 

 

Channeled Scabland Spring Waterfowl Surveys: Biologist Atamian ran the first Lake Creek 

ground survey for this spring survey year, it was a beautiful blue-sky day and roads were in great 

condition (exact opposite from the first week of last year).  There was a mix of frozen and 

completely open waterbodies on the route, with a fair number of birds on the open water (mostly 

mallards and some pintails).  Biologist Lowe ran the first Tyler-Ewan ground survey, no 

waterbodies were frozen and the majority of birds seen were mallards and pintails as well. 
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Beautiful blue-sky early spring day in the Channeled Scablands 

 

 

 

 

Northern Pintails and Green-winged Teal on a 

pothole on the Lake Creek ground route 

 

Farm Bill: Biologist Baarstad discussed mid-

contract management options for Conservation 

Reserve Program contracts with Farm Bill 

Coordinator Kuttel and private lands 

staff.  Landowners with Conservation Reserve 

Program contracts are required to conduct mid-contract management practices to maintain or 

enhance the Conservation Reserve Program stand.  The Lincoln County Conservation District 

contacted biologist Baarstad about a grant obtained for tree planting on a farm enrolled in 

Hunting by Written Permission near Sprague.  Baarstad will meet with The Lincoln County 

Conservation District next week to complete project planning. 

 

Habitat: Private Lands Biologist Thorne Hadley met with a landowner in Walla Walla County 

that is interested in enhancing their property field edges and widening existing buffers as well as 

enhancing existing grass stands throughout the property.  Private Lands Biologist Thorne Hadley 

provided information pertaining to available United States Department of Agriculture programs 

as well as available funding options through the local Pheasants Forever chapter.  Private Lands 

Biologist Thorne Hadley will meet with the landowner next week onsite to assess the property. 

 

Leopard Frog: Biologists Atamian and Lowe stopped by local landowners that had 

photographed a northern leopard frog (a state endangered species) in their koi pond in 

January.  The frog was not present the morning we stopped by, however the landowners said 

they would keep an eye out for it and capture it if they could.  The following day they did exactly 

that and held it in a five-gallon bucket until Biologist Lowe could get there and take a toe clip for 

genetic analysis. 
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Waterfowl: On Tuesday, wildli fe area Assistant Manager Mike Finch and wildlife area Manager 

Anderson conducted the first 2018 waterfowl survey on Swanson Lake Wildlife Area.  Streams 

were running but ponds and lakes were still partly frozen.  The pair counted a good number of 

Canada geese, mallards, and pintails on the route, plus six tundra swans.  The next day Anderson 

spotted eight swans on the west Swanson Lake, along with geese and pintails on the east lake.  

On Friday, she saw three buffleheads on the east Swanson Lake.  On Tuesday afternoon, Finch 

spied a pair of adult bald eagles, perched on a power pole standing in the east Swanson Lake. 

 

 

Waterfowl flushed off a roadside vernal pool,    Canada geese and pintails on the eastern  

Tuesday morning          Swanson Lake, 2/7/18 

 

GOAL 2: PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERICAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Hunting Only by Written Permission: Private Lands Biologist Gaston began renewing five 

contracts that expire this year in the Hunting Only by Written Permission program.  The 

contracts add up to 7500 acres in Whitman County. 
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GOAL 3: PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Elk Damage Hunts: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Rasley met with a farmer south of Walla Walla 

regarding a herd of elk that continue to damage his wheat crop.  Wildlife Conflict Specialist 

Rasley coordinated with the farmer two damage hunts to assist them with their hazing efforts.  

The farmer decided to give one of his 

elk permits to a local first time elk 

hunter.  The young man played for 

Walla Walla Little League baseball in 

the World Series this year so the 

farmer thought it would be a ñcool 

thingò to reward this young man with 

an elk hunt.  The young man was 

successful on the second day in the 

field. 

 

 

First elk hunt a success 

 

Pheasants Forever Spokane Chapter Meeting: Private Lands Biologist Gaston attended the 

monthly Pheasants Forever Spokane Chapter meeting.  Private Lands Biologist Gaston presented 

ideas on habitat projects to be worked on while also discussing the creation of a new farm bill  

biologist position through Pheasants Forever.  Pheasants Forever has graciously donated up to 

$1,000 for grass seed to be planted on a pheasant habitat site, which is also enrolled in the 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Register to Hunt program. 
 

GOAL 4: BUILD AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT ORGANIZATION BY SUPPORTING 

OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND INVESTING IN 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist: Private Lands Biologist Gaston worked with Pheasants 

Forever Biologist Brown to create contacts and work towards finding funds for the creation of a 

new Farm Bill Biologist position in southeast Washington.  The position will be a cooperative 

position between the Natural Resource Conservation Service, Pheasants Forever, and multiple 

other agencies or non-governmental organizations.  Private Lands Biologist Gaston reached out 

to current partners in Pheasants Forever, the local Conservation Districts, and other Private 

Lands Biologists within Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife to discuss ideas about this 

position. 
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Elementary School Presentation: Private Lands Supervisor Earl gave a presentation to third 

graders on wildlife identification 

and animal behaviors. 

 

 

Private Lands Supervisor Earl 

talking with elementary students 

about wildlife 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGION 2 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE  

 

Washington Ground Squirrels: Biologist Rowan performed a preliminary survey along 

Highway 17 where Department of Transportation intends to widen the road, and sent a summary 

to Biologist Dougherty.  Squirrels exist a half mile to the north, and numerous burrow holes were 

reported to us by Department of Transportation .  The early-season survey showed squirrels were 

whistling just north of the impact area and burrow holes further south appear to be gopher-made 

extensive gopher and vole activity was apparent.  Squirrels were also active further north along 

the Sage Hills Golf Course, although in low numbers which may be normal this early in the 

season with no green-up yet on that side of the road.  The east side of the road was mowed, and 

had extensive green-up and more squirrel activity.  A brief walk through a former high-density 

squirrel area on the golf course revealed no squirrels are present, even though green-up was 

evident.  Biologist Dougherty coordinated with Washington State Department of Transportation 

and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Diversity for this project.  Rowan also 

gathered artificial burrow materials for next weekôs translocation effort into a soft-release pen on 

the United States Department of Fish and Wildlife Service Center. 

 

Mount Hull Herd Bighorn Sheep Management: Biologist Heinlen received the results of the 

nasal swab samples from the ewe and lamb struck along State Highway 97 two weeks ago.  Both 

sheep were negative for Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae (MOVI) a causative agent in pneumonia.   
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GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Colville Tribal Coordination:  Biologist Heinlen attended the wildlife portion of the Colville 

Confederated Tribes and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife annual coordination 

meeting.  This is a good meeting to touch base and discuss areas of shared interest and 

management.  Species discussed included bighorn sheep, pronghorn and sharp-tailed grouse. 

 
 

REGION 3 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDIFE  

 

Oak Creek Feeding: Oak Creek staff continued winter feeding operations on the Cowiche, Nile, 

and bighorn sheep feed sites, and continue to monitor weather and elk numbers near 

headquarters although numbers began dwindling significantly this week and the amount of hay 

cut in half at the Cowiche feed site.  

 

Fence Repair: Oak Creek Staff completed repair of a particularly challenging section of fence 

on Cleman Mountain and repaired fence near Oak Creek where a tree had fallen over. 

 

L.T. Murray Wildlife Area  Weekly Elk Feeding Update: The week started with 300 elk in 

Watt and 250 elk in Robinson.  By Monday, they had all moved off the feedlots.  No elk were 

observed the rest of the week at either lot.  The weather has been in the mid 50ôs during the day 

and the upper 30ôs at night.  The forecast calls for more warm weather next week with highs in 

the upper 40ôs with lows in the lower 30ôs.  Half a bale of hay was put out at each site on Friday 

to see if elk are moving through.  Checks will be done all next week to see if the elk will come 

back to the feedlots or if they have moved off for good. 

 

Wenas Wildlife Area Winter Feeding: Mellotte Feed Site elk numbers: 150 animals. 

Assistant Manager Taylor continued feeding lightly.  The warm weather has reduced elk 

numbers, but the cold nights seem to be keeping about 150 animals on the feed site.  

 

Watt - Robinson Feedlot: The week started with 300 elk in Watt and 250 elk in Robinson.  By 

Monday, they had all moved off the feedlots.  No elk were observed the rest of the week at either 

lot.  The weather has been in the mid-50s during the day and the upper 30s at night.  The forecast 

calls for more warm weather next week with highs in the upper 40ôs with lows in the lower 

30s.  Half a bale of hay was put out at each site on Friday to see if elk are moving 

through.  Checks will be done all next week to see if the elk will come back to the feedlots or if 

they have moved off for good. 



7 
 

Frozen Milk Creek:  Trees seem to be the only thing that can get a footing on these slippery 

90% slopes!  The natural variability of species recruitment is most evident on these open, 

recently colonized sites.  Western larch and western white pine tend to be favored on exposed 

NW slopes, while true firs and hemlocks have the greatest success in protected draws and east 

slopes.  Selecting species appropriate to a site increases the odds of success as the stand 

matures. 

 

Flooded Road: Assistant Manager Taylor staked the edges of a portion of feed road thatôs in the 

floodplain, and currently under water.  To ensure the feed truck stays on the rocked portion and 

doesnôt get buried to its axles in the saturated ground.  

 

Feed road south 

of bridge, with t-

posts placed to 

delineate rocked 

portion of road 
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Feed road north of bridge, with floodwaters adjacent to road on both sides 
 

Sorting Hay: Assistant Manager Taylor spent time sorting outside hay, trying to make sure we 

feed out as many of the poor quality bales as possible so we donôt carry them over to next year.  

 

Trespassers: Manager Confer Morris fed on Saturday and Sunday so Assistant Manager Taylor 

could have a weekend off.  On Saturday she had a jeep come in through the feed site and head up 

Newland road.  She was unable to catch up with them in the feed truck, and no enforcement 

officers were on duty in the area, so she left a note on the Mellotte gate with her contact 

information if they needed to get out of the closed, and now locked, area.  She received a call 

about 2 hours later asking to be let out.  She will be passing the information onto Officer Meyers. 

 

 

Elk on feed site 

waiting for hay 
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Elk Conditions: Elk are in seasonally good condition, with no noticeable limping.  However, the 

óworn downô bull pictured in last weekôs weekly had to be dispatched on Sunday.  He was down 

on the feed site and unable to get up so Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife staff 

euthanized him.  He looked to be 7-8 years old, but still had velvet hanging off the tips of his 

antlers, so may have been in poor condition for some time. 

Bull down on feed site; Antler tips with velvet still on 

 

Sage Grouse Call: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra organized and participated in a sage 

grouse call with DFW staff to identify methods for conducting Lek Hazard Assessments in the 

current season as discussed at the past working group meeting.  

 

Botulism Review: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra reviewed suggestions and literature related 

to a Botulism outbreak near Burbank in summer 2017.  United States Department of Fish and 

Wildlife Service, Ecology, and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife are reviewing the 

event and recommending Best Management Practices to be turned over to Ecology for review. 

 

Hunt by Reservation System: District Wildlife Biologist Fidorra spoke with Public Access 

Program Manager Strickland about the District 4 proposal for an update to the current Hunt-by-

Reservation system.  Fidorra and Biologist Stutzman discussed details for a more user-friendly 

way to incorporate a lottery system to reserve sites.  The current system favors hunters with fast 

internet connections and free time during days at 8 a.m.  A conference call will be scheduled to 

discuss the issue with other Private Land Staff. 

 

Upland Bird Habitat: Private Lands Biologist Stutzman met with a landowner in Benton 

County that wants to improve his upland bird habitat.  Stutzman and Conservation District staff 

walked the property with the producer before making recommendations based on his priorities 

and operation.   

 

TAHD Surveillance: Biologist Bernatowicz and volunteer Carrick were able to find and sample 

a limping elk the Oak Creek feeding station.  The cow elk had an old compound fracture of the 

femur.  No sign of hoof issues.  The elk was very likely the same one seen numerous time this 

winter.  The meat was donated to the Union Gospel Mission.  
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2018 Elk Seasons: Biologist Bernatowicz participated in a few discussions with senior staff 

regarding prosed changes to archery seasons due to low elk numbers and recruitment.  The 

decision was made to add some additional early permit opportunity for archers. 

Bernatowicz also updated Yakima elk herd survey/harvest files.  The data are used in non-survey 

years to estimate yearling bull recruitment, which translates into branched bull 

opportunity.  Most years, the harvest to recruitment ratio is consistent.  In 2009, harvest was 

probably significantly overestimated based on previous calf numbers and raw harvest data (The 

correction for non-report was extremely high for both deer and elk).  Based on estimated 

February 2018 calf recruitment, the trend in low recruitment is expected to continue.  

     

 

 
 

Wenas Dog Training: Biologist Bernatowicz participated in a meeting to discuss designating 

dog training areas on the Wenas Wildlife Area.  There has been WAC language for at least 25 

years indicating the training areas exist, but they have never been posted.  Locals have continued 

to train dogs.  Bernatowicz had no issues with the proposed areas.  

   

Yakima Canyon Bighorn Sheep Disease Management Simulations: Biologist Moore 

consulted with Emily Almberg of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks to discuss creating raw data 

outputs for a more extensive analysis.  Almberg suggested outputting a complete table of the 

pathogens probability of extinction, as well as a population estimate for the years after 

management.  These data should help us to find a balance in our management efforts and the 

potential for success, while considering the post management population.  The WebEx was 

extremely productive and Moore was able to run through the majority of permutations during the 

week.  
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Colockum Elk Studies: Moore met with Regional Program Manager McCorquodale and 

Biologist Bernatowicz to discuss how we will proceed on finishing the Colockum Elk Herd 

Study reports.  

 

GOAL 2:  PROVIDE SUSTAINABLE FISHING, HUNTING AND OTHER WILDLIFE -

RELATED RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCES 

 

Smoldering Campfire Unattended: Assistant Manager Taylor received a call about a 

smoldering campfire at Umtanum Falls parking area.  It appears the parking area was used for a 

party over the weekend. 

 

 
Remains of weekend party at Umtanum Falls parking area 
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New Reader Board Installed: Manager Garcia, Natural Resource Worker Barbosa and Natural 

Resource Technician Medina installed a reader board and cable on Eco blocks at the Whitstran 

overflow parking area.  

 

 

New Reader Board 

at Whitstran 

 

No digging sleeve 

design by Natural 

Resource 

Technician Medina 

 

 

GOAL 3:  PROMOTE A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PROTECT COMMUNITY CHARACTER, 

MAINTAIN AN OVERALL HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE , AND DELIVER HIGH -QUALITY 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

 

Power Breakfast: Manager Babik presented at the Power Breakfast hosted by Our Environment.  

Babik also presented at Central Washington Universityôs pint night.  Babikôs presentations 

focused on engaging the public in the conservation of their local wildlife areas.  Lively 

conversation ensued after both talks.  

 

Annual Coordinated Weed Management Meeting: Manager Babik attended the annual 

Coordinated Weed Management meeting for the upper Yakima Watershed.  Babik alerted BPA 

of Scotch Broom issues in Cabin Creek, updated the group of the first Medusa Head encounter in 

the county, and expressed concern for an increase in Ventenata in the basin.  

 

Wenas Wildlife Area: Manager Confer Morris attended a Wapato High Schoolôs Career and 

Technical Education Natural Resources Advisory Council meeting.  The Councils advise 

teaching staff about the current needs of their industry and provide assistance on learning and 

career opportunities for students including field trips, internships, and leadership/community 

service opportunities. 

 

Wheat Fields on Rattlesnake Mountain: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand patrolled winter 

wheat fields on Rattlesnake Mountain for elk activity and associated damage.  Some fresh elk 

sign was observed near Bennett Springs, most likely occurring during nocturnal hours. 

 

Wine Vineyard Patrol: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand patrolled wine grape vineyards in the 

Paterson area for deer damage issues.  Both non-lethal deterrents and harvest on damage permits 

are assisting in keeping deer away and damage to new bud growth low. 

 

Hazing Patrol: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand completed an evening hazing patrol for deer in 

the Kahlotus area.  Deer were pressured away from winter wheat crops by pyrotechnic 

deployments.  Several Master Hunters were activated from the Region 3 list to exercise their 

special hunting permits and assist landowners with their hazing activities. 
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Live Turkey Trap: Wildlife Conflict Specialist Hand traveled to Dayton to assist Wildlife 

Conflict Specialist Rasley with setting up a live turkey trap.   

 

 

 

Turkey trap in Dayton 
 

Clark Flats: Conflict Technician Leuck dismantled the elk trap at Clark Flats this week.  Elk 

have stopped coming into the area.  Conflict Technician Leuck checked the Thorp area for elk 

this week.  No elk were located in the Thorp zone this week. 

 

Moving Elk: Large numbers of elk have continue to move into areas east of Kittitas.  Over 300 

were moved north onto the Whiskey Dick Washington this week.  About 150 elk remain in the 

area.  Conflict Specialist Wetzel and Technician Leuck 

herded elk out of this area each day this week. 

 

 

 

 

One of several groups of elk moving north onto the 

Whiskey Dick Wildlife Area 
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GOAL 4:  BUILD AN EF FECTIVE AND EFFICIEN T ORGANIZATION BY 

SUPPORTING OUR WORKFORCE, IMPROVING BUSINESS PROCESSES, AND 

INVESTING IN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Colockum Wildlife  Area: Manager Lopushinsky continued work on the Stemilt Recreation 

Plan, meeting with District biologists Volsen and Moore on ways to quantify impacts to habitat 

and wildlife of various recreation proposals.  Comments were also received from Region 2 

Enforcement. 

 

Manager Babik worked with Manager Confer-Morris to brainstorm capital requests that could 

span several Region 3 Wildlife Areas.  Babik put in a request to address Road Maintenance 

Abandonment Plan concerns on new acquisitions in the LT Murray and Wenas Wildlife Areas.  

Babik requested funds to improve user compliance in Green Dot Road Management Areas and 

the Whiskey Dick winter closure.  Babik requested funds to rebuild failing elk fence across 

Region 3.  Managers brainstormed ways to prioritize worst stretches of fence and share 

equipment.  Babik also requested funds to support the Green Dot Road Management 

implementation at Green Gate sub area of the Quilomene. 

 

Oak Creek Tour: Natural Resource Technicians Nass and Hill went down to the Oak Creek 

Wildlife Area to see how their feeding operation works.  Assistant Manager Berry and Natural 

Resource Technician Kass showed them the feed sites at Cowiche and Nile and explained the 

auto feeders they use at the headquarters.  It was very informative for Hill and Nass.  Thanks to 

all the Oak Creek staff. 

 

 
Cowiche feed lot 
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REGION 4 

 

GOAL 1:  CONSERVE AND PROTECT NATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE  

 

Swan Weekly Mortality Report: Biologist Zimmerman worked with Biologist DeBruyn, 

Richard Kessler, and Whatcom Wildlife Center in presenting and releasing three swans for the 

Friends of Tennant Lake sponsored swan watch (see photos below). There are four swans at the 

Whatcom Wildlife Center being treated. All three swans that were released took off with ease 

and will have a few more ready to be released in the coming weeks. Judson has been thawed but 

due to the height of the lake, we should be in the clear.  

 

 

  

People crowded in the watch tower                  

 

 

 

Two of the swans released at Lake 

Terrell 

 

Looking at Swans on the lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swan Weekly Mortality Report (as of 2/11/2018)  

 Lead 

suspect 

Power line 

suspect 

Other 

trauma 
Undetermined 

Feather 

Pile 
Total 

This week  2  1 1 4 

       

Clallam 1     1 

Island    1  1 

King  1   1 
 

 
2 

Whatcom  19 30  12 
 

2 
63 

Skagit  17 20 4 19 3 63 

Snohomish  10 6 
 

 
2 2 20 

Totals 48 56 4 35 7 150 
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White-nose Syndrome Monitoring, Bat Health and Bat Conservation: District 12 provided 

ongoing maintenance for a recording unit on the I-90 corridor.  

 

East/West Bear Project: Biologist Smith assisted Bear and Cougar Specialist Beausoleil and 

Biologist Welfelt with ongoing bear den work.  This portion of the project entails locating dens, 

placing cameras to document emergence and cub numbers, recollar/adjust collars on sub-adult 

males, recollar/adjust collars on adult females and potentially collar yearling cubs.  Work where 

newborn cubs are known to be present will be limited (camera placement only) to avoid den 

abandonment. 

 
A bear den site in King County 

 

Bats and White-Nose Syndrome Management: District 12 continues to network with local 

entities regarding bat conservation and White-nose Syndrome management needs/collaboration 

in the upcoming spring emergence and maternity season.   

 

¶ Field monitoring continues as well as equipment maintenance; as needed.  


