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DISTRICT 16 GENERAL OVERVIEW

District 16 includes Clallam Gmty and westerdefferson County on the OlyngpPeninsula
(Figure 1) Eight Game Management Usi{GMUSs) are within District 16Iwo eastern GMUs,
Coyle GMU 624 and OlympiGMU 621, extend inteastern Jefferson Countyhich is within
District 15 SeetheDistrict 17Hunting Rospectdor information onGMU 618Matheny.

Each GMU in District 16 has its own unique mix of land ownerships: private residential, private
agricultural, private forest industrial, state and federal foaest park landsViost higher

elevation forest lands are in public ownership (U.S. Forest Semic®kmpic National Papk
Lower elevation foothills argenerallyprivate industrial forest lands and state lan@saged by

the Washington Depament ofNatural Resources (DNR).

District 16
Game Management
Units

Coyle GMU 624

Olympic GMU 621

Figurel. District 16 GMUs.Coyle and Olympic extend into District 15.



District 16 Annual Harvest of game species is shown on Tadte Tabe 2

District 16 Deer & Elk Annual Harvest

Species 2017 2016 2015 2014
Elk - Bulls Total 210 213 285 213
Elk - Bulls State 135 141 184 123
Elk - Bulls Tribal 75 72 101 90
Elk - Antlerless State 2 3 4 2
Elk - Antlerless Tribal 25 41 25 25
Deer- Bucks Total 872 1115 982 987
Deer- Bucks State 775 993 884 881
Deer- Bucks Tribal 97 122 98 106
Deer- Antlerless Total 149 189 150 130
Deer- Antlerless State 117 138 115 84
District 16 Game Species Annual Harvest

Species 2017 2016 2015 2014
Bear 101 87 66 66
Cougar 2 8 5 2
Ducks 6057 11,540 8093 7253
Geese (early season) 149 272 97 136
Geese (late season) 183 713 355 331
Brant 90 Closed Closed Closed
Forest Grouse 2590 4374 4794 5356
Mourning Dove 0 54 67 11
Quail 150 236 164 500
Snipe 0 45 4 0
Hare/Rabbit 54 60 45 54
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EAST DISTRICT 16

The eastern portioof thedistrict is the Dungeness Basin (west&®MU 624 Coyleand northern
portion of GMU 6210lympic). The Dungeness watershed offers a rich diversity of habitats fr
high elevation, rairshadow nountins to the lower watershed with plentiful wetland habitats
dispersed amidst a mix of ripariand bygone prairie/oak fore3the prairie is now a rural mix

of small and large farmwith scattered developmentis.the lower basin there are some choice
private duck hunting club ownerships and a few well enjoyddipwaterfowl hunting areas.
Waterfowl hunting opportunities have been expanded in the eastern porenditrict in

recent yearsThe Dungeness Basin and the smaller watersheds eastiintha are areas where
deerabundance is a problemesulting infrequent complaints by locatsidentsThe high

visibility of deer in the Coyle and Olympic GMUxtends into théwer elevatiorforestlands
where there ian ideal ratio of forest openiagsome otthe Olympic GMU habitat includes
largeareas otJ.S. ForestService (USFS)nature and older forest, habitat that does not provide
much forage for ungulate$he availability of deer for harvest is enhanced within Deer Area
602Q wheretherear@ any de er 0 . Meegnaitchaliengs fetaustiogrnseastern
District 16 is the high amount of private ownership, so time needs to be invested into arranging
your huning access on the target properties

WEST DISTRICT 16

The westend(Hoko, Dickey, Sol Duc, Goodman, and Clearwakes the bulk of the elk in the
district, while the deeare sparse in these same GMWarious subherds of elk@located

within District 16.Many elk herds are yeaound residents that renmain lower eévation
habitats.There are some herds that make regular migrations into the higher elevations, most
always being on Olympic National Park (ONP) habitd&ere are opportunés to harvest elk as
they move out of ONEuring the hunting seasohhe ONP aremvary from the Outer Coast

Park strip tohe eastern portion of the Claater (GMU 615)which includesa large block of
DNR ownershigbordering ONP

Varied hunting opportunities exist within District 16, from waterfowl hunting on designated
shoreline ad wetland areas along the Strait of Juan de Fuca, to forest grouse, deer, elk, bear, and
cougar hunting on private commercial and public forest.|Both state (DNR) and federal

(USF9 lands provide hunting opportunities for a varietyspecies within té district.
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ELK

GENERAL INFORMATION, MANAGEMENT GOALS, A ND POPULATION
STATUS

The elk withinDistrict 16 are Roosevelt elRistrict 16 contains vaosus sulberds of the

Olympic elk rerd, one of 10 herds identified in the state. Elk numbers peakedlaig70s
with a conservative estimate of about 12,000 elk outside of Olympic National Park based on
historical harvest information. Past elk population estimate® Wwased on a combination of
harvest data, telemetry studies, and nrasgight surveys. Aese techniques yielded a fall
population estimatef approximately 8,600 in the gamanagementnits (GMUSs) surrounding
Olympic Natonal Park in the year 2000he current estimated population of the Olympic Elk
herd is likely lower.

Overall the elk havest oppatunity is for 3point minimum.Much of the elk hunting within the
eastern portion of thaistrict is restricted to a limited entry;@int minimum, bullonly harvest,

with antlerless harvest used as a damage manageyokewhen necessarflk hunting

opportunities are generally good west of the Elwtith possibilitieson DNR landsJUSFS
lands,and private timbrlands However, it is important to note that there are several areag wher
vehicular access is limitetunters need to obtapermission to hunt on private lands and must
obey all posted signs and regulatioBsme elk herds migrate down from high alpine meadows
in Olympic NationaPark(ONP)to lowland winter rangeRublic lands and private commercial
timberlands borderothe @rk are good prospectdunters often scout for etkat leave ONP

and travel along major river drainag&gep in mind that it is unlawful to hunt in ONP.

Along with elk come elk damage issuesieof which can benanaged using harvestdan
huntingpressure. Conflict biogists are tasked to manage thelkedamage areasnd frequently
utilize Master Hunter prmittees to put pressure on the hemddencourage habitat use patterns
that minimize darage and human safety concerns. If interested, retieimformation to sign

up for theMaster Hunter Permit Program

Local elk studies and ongoing monitoring require marking elk usamgmitting markers
(collars and/or ear tagsyome markers aMHF transmiters, but most markers are GR&édlite
models It is very likely that you will observe elk that habeen captured and are markégou
observe a marked elk in an unusual lamar possibly even find an elk markgou are
encouraged tehare that information wittVDFW. Markers should have inforation indicating
who to call.Because markers may have been deployed by other agehnisiesost helpfuto
report to both WDFW and thgyancythatdeployecthe collar.
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https://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/masterhunter/

WHICH GMU SHOULD ELK HUN TERS HUNT?

Elk can be harvested from anfythe GMUs within District 16Reviewingpastharvestrecords

can be a starting point for hunters to consider when selectingancaspend some time hunting.
Harvest has been onéthereliable measuremesior the monitoring otlk on the Olympic
PeninsulaGame harvest report data are generated using mandatory hemeomts follow-up
phone surveysand rmitreports For other specieslata may come from thsenall game hunter
guestionnaire, trapper reqt of catch and cougar peltesling. WDFWG6 game harvest reports
data collection andrelysis websitelescribes the meblls associated with these data.

West District 16 T West End:

The Clearwate(GMU 615), Dickey (GMU 602)Goodman (GMU 612)and Sol Duc (GMU

607) have the higlst elk harvest in District 1@.hese units contain large acreages of public land,
much of it without restricted access. Be aware there are gated roads in all of these GMUs, some
of whichallow hunteraccess iad otherghat are closed to the public.

The Hoko (GMU 601), Pysht (GMU 603x& Coyle (GMU 624) haveery limited

opportunities for generakason hunters. Most of these units contain private land and many of
the roads on timérlands are gatedElk groups in GMU 603 (Pysht) havecheased slightly in

the recenyears

A thesis on elk with research conducted in the Hoko (GMU 601) and Dickey (GMU 602) is
available on this websit&lovements and Habitdise of Female Roosevelt Elk in Relation to
Human Disturbance on the Hoko and Dickey Game Management Units, Washington

EastDistrict 16 i The Olympic GMU 621 is limited to state patralk and tribal elk harvest.
GMU 624 (Coyle)is not a recommended destination for elk hunting because thetappes
are going to be rare. The season remains opengoim@minimum for the hunter that may
encounter that rare opportunityhe elk population and associated hunting opportuniteas m
increase in GMU 624, but most likely outside of District 16.

Hunting seasons have been establist@dnlyto allow recreational uséeut alsoto manag
habitat use patterns @}k populations within thdistrict. EIk Area 6071 is within GMU 62and
624, designed to specifically address the Dungeness/Sequim elk herdHssuest witin Elk
Area 6071 is limited to damagerdrol, occasionally involving/laster Hunter elk imtsfrom the
Region 6 permit list.

SeeDistrict 15 Hunting Prospectat for more informatioron elk harvest withilcMU 621and
GMU 624.
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https://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/harvest/2017/
http://scholarworks.calstate.edu/bitstream/handle/2148/88/Jason_Storlie_Thesis_Final_Draft.pdf?sequence=5
http://scholarworks.calstate.edu/bitstream/handle/2148/88/Jason_Storlie_Thesis_Final_Draft.pdf?sequence=5
http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/prospects/

DISTRICT 16 ELK HUNT ING AND HARVEST RECO RDS

Annualharvest reportand harvest statistics for elk based on hunter reportm@pedound on
the WDFW website.

The compiled harvest records repredartest, hunting effort anducces®btained using
mandatory huntereports and followup surveygor correction factor ohonresponse bias.

Bull Elk Harvest

The Olympic Peninsula elk harvest reflects the general elk abundance, most harvesigoocurrin
the western GMUsThe west end elk are distributed as many small herds scattered well
throughouthe GMUs.The east Olympic Peninsula elk are individual herds with distirect us
patterns within watershedEhere appears to be sizeabbitatwithin eastern Olympic
Peninsulahatis not curently being utilized by elkdunting on the east OlympReninsula takes
more deliberate planning to find the herds and make the most of elk harvest opportunities.

District 16 Total Bull Elk Harvest
INCLUDES STATE & TRIBAL HARVEST

Hoko GMU 601
»=-Dickey GMU 602

=#=Pysht GMU 603
Sol Duc GMU 607

Goodman GMU 612

Bull Elk Harvest

-®=Clearwater GMU 615
==0O|lympic GMU 621

—==Coyle GMU 624

i
o
o~

District 16 General Season Bull Elk Harvest District 16 Tribal Bull Elk Harvest

Hoko GMU 601 Hoke GMU 601
¥-Dickey GMU 602
=k=Pysht GMU 603
Sol Duc GMU 607 Sol Duc GMU 607

Goodman GMU 612 Goodman GMU 612

Bull Elk Harvest
Bull Elk Harvest

=#=Clearwater GMU 615 “o-Cl r GMU 615
=+=0lympic GMU 621 ==Qlympic GMU 621

—=Coyle GMU 624 - i — % —-Coyle GMU 624

Figure2. Bull elk havest by GMU in District 16 from 2001 to 2017.
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https://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/harvest/

Thetotal bull elk harvest within the western GM(IBMUs 615, 602and 607) consistently
contributes the highest bull harvest levels, while the eastern GMUs (66R1,624,and603)
consistently have low bull harvesivkls, rarelynaving a GMU harvest totaver 20 annually
(Figure 2)

Thegeneralseasorbull harvest is typically between 50 an@d Fercent of theotal bull harvest.

Thetribal bull harvest has averaged between 30 arued€entof the total bull harvestn a
couple GMUsthetribal bull harvest has been a higlpercentagef the total bull harvest6
percent for GMU 621 and 70 percdéot GMU 601).

Archery Elk Hunting District 16 Archery Elk Hunter Days

Archery elk hunting in District o Hoko GMU 601
16 is predominately occurririg /- ) / =-Dickey GMU 602
GMU 615 Figure 3. GMU 612, ./' \-/ \-/ =#=Pysht GMU 603
GMU 602 and GMU 603 have a E / Sol Duc GMU 607
much lower level of archery 2 Goodman GMU 612
hunter daysranging between 200 g ~#-Clearwater GMU 615
and 400 days annuallaGMU g ~~0lympic GMU 621

601, GMU 621and GMU 624 S e M S N
had the lowest level of enery
hunter days belo\00 days
annually.

Muzzleloader Elk Hunting District 16 Muzzleloader Elk Hunter Days

Muzzleloader elk hunting has . ~*-Hoko GMU 601
been concentrated in GMU 602 / m-Dickey GMU 502
andGMU 607 for many years AR
(Figure 9. This changed in 2015

when muzzleloaer elk hunting el bue GHD 667
opened up ikMU 615 and
GMU 612 A high level of
paticipation was reported in _
GMU 615, while at the same N e o coyie oAU 622
time there was a reported drop i
muzzleloader elk hunter days fo
GMU 607 and GMU 602.

(=2
(=]

v
o

B
(=]

Goodman GMU 612

w
(=]

=®~-Clearwater GMU 615

Muzzleloader Hunter Days
N

==0lympic GMU 621

Figure4. Muzzleloader elk hunterays by GMU.
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Modern Firearm Elk Hunting

The Modern Firearm elk hunteays
has decreased since thghs in
2014, especially i6MU 615
(Figure 5. In GMU 615 the nodern
firearm hunting pressure dropeg
drastically in 2015 and 2016hile
at the same time there wa800-day
increase in muzzleloader hunting
and a 20@lay increase in archery
hunting. The total number of state
hunter days has remained fairly
constant, whiléhe pressure has
shifted from modernifearmto archery and oezleloader

Figure5. District 16 moderrfirearm elk hunter days.

GMU 601 (Hoko) Elk Hunting

Hoko kull elk harvest has been declining for both state hunter harvest and tatvaish since
2011, with a 2017 state huntek bdarvest of only three branched bulls (Figure@®jerall
participation by state mters inGMU 601 has dropped to legsan 3@ days annually and
consisted oprimarily modernfirearmhunters.

HOKO GMU 601 State Elk Hunter Days

Modern Firearm
State
=-Archery State

=~Muzzleloader
State
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