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This Policy will guide Department staff in considering conservation, allocation, in-season management, 
and monitoring issues associated with the annual salmon fishery planning process known as "North of 
Falcon." When considering management issues, Department staff will ensure that decisions are made 
consistent with: the Department's statutory authority; U.S. v. Washington; U.S. v. Oregon; the 
Endangered Species Act; the Puget Sound Chinook Harvest Management Plan; the Pacific Salmon 
Treaty; the Pacific Fishery Management Council's Framework Salmon Management Plan; pertinent 
state/tribal agreements; and the applicable Fish and Wildlife Commission policies. 

The Department will implement this Policy consistent with the purposes and intended outcomes 
described in the 21st Century Salmon and Steelhead Planning Project including: 

• Salmon and steelhead will be managed to recovery and to assure sustainability in a way that
is science-based, well-documented, transparent, well-communicated, and accountable.

• Fisheries will be managed to meet or exceed ESA, recovery, and conservation goals; and
harvest management measures will protect and promote the long-term well-being of the
commercial and recreational fisheries.

Fishery Management 

General 

• On a statewide basis, fishing opportunities will be provided when they can be directed at healthy

wild and hatchery stocks.
• Selective fishing methods and gears that maximize fishing opportunity and minimize impacts on

depressed stocks will be utilized to the fullest extent possible taking into consideration legal
constraints on implementation and budgetary limits associated with required sampling,

monitoring and enforcement programs.
• When assessed from a statewide perspective, fishing directed at chinook, coho, pink, sockeye,

or chum salmon will not be exclusively reserved for either sport or commercial users.
• When managing sport fisheries, meaningful recreational fishing opportunities will be distributed

equitably across fishing areas and reflect the diverse interests of fishers, including retention and

catch and release fisheries.
• The Department will seek non-treaty fishing access to unutilized portions of treaty harvest

allocations through the implementation of pre-season agreements, taking into consideration
changes in abundance, fishery conflicts, and factors that may influence attainment of spawning
escapement objectives.
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