
Puget Sound 

Below is key information on Puget Sound salmon fisheries this year. More details will be 
included in the 2019-20 Washington Sport Fishing Rules pamphlet, which will be available 
in June.  
 
Marine areas 5 (Sekiu) and 6 (East Strait Juan de Fuca) are closed to salmon fishing 
in February. 
 
Marine Area 7 is closed to salmon fishing in August, October, and January.  
 
Marine Area 8-1 is closed to salmon fishing in December and January but open for 
coho fishing in October.  
 
Marine Area 8-2 will be open from Aug. 16 through Sept. 15 for hatchery coho from the 
Mukilteo/Clinton line south and west towards Marine Area 9. Similar to 8-1, this area will 
be closed to salmon fishing in December and January.  
 
Marine Area 9 opens slightly later (July 25) this year with a lower quota for chinook 
(3,500 fish) and is closed in January. 
 
Elliott Bay in Marine Area 10 is scheduled only to be open the first weekend in August, 
however, additional openings could be added during August. 
 
Marine Area 11 is closed in June and then again from October through December. The 
area quota for the summer (July through September) is 2,800 chinook. In order to 
maximize opportunity for chinook, boat fishing will be open five days per week 
(Saturday through Wednesday) while shoreline fishing will be open daily.  
 
Marine Area 12 (north of Ayock) will open in August (a month earlier than 2018) for 
coho fishing.  
 
In Marine Area 13 there will be a 20-inch minimum size for chinook July through 
September.  
 
The Skagit River (from the Memorial Highway Bridge in Mount Vernon to Gilligan 
Creek) will be open for spring chinook angling May 1 through May 31.  
 
The Stillaguamish River will be open Sept. 16-Nov.15 for coho fishing. Gamefish 
seasons will be restricted to minimize impacts to chinook May through Sept. 15.  
 
The Snohomish, Skykomish, and Snoqualmie rivers will be open Sept. 1-30 with a 
one-coho daily limit.  
 
The Skykomish River will be open Saturday before Memorial Day through July 31 for 
chinook fishing.  
 



The Samish River will be closed Sept. 23 to Oct. 31 to help ensure additional chinook 
broodstock collection for increasing production to benefit southern resident killer whales.  
 
Minter Creek: Open Sept. 15-Dec. 31, anglers can keep four chum, two hatchery coho, 
and two chinook.  
 
Skokomish: Conversations are continuing about a potential fishery. If any fishery is 
agreed to, WDFW will make an announcement. 
 
Baker Lake sockeye: Baker Lake will open July 6, and a fishery on the Skagit River, 
which opens June 16. 
 
Southern resident killer whales: In meeting conservation objectives for wild salmon, 
the co-managers are also limiting fisheries in areas where southern resident killer 
whales are known to feed. The adjustments will aid in minimizing boat presence and 
noise, and decrease competition for chinook and other salmon in these areas critical to 
the declining whales.  


