


Senator Patty Murray (D) Congressman Jack Metcalf (R) seek 

alternative to sanctuary in response to local concern 

NOAA Sanctuary proposed in 1980’s 

Northwest Straits Commission History

Bottom-up approach proposed

(Modeled after San Juan Marine Resources Committee)







Created to…

Protect and restore marine waters, 
species and habitats of the 
Northwest Straits to achieve 

ecosystem health and sustainable 
resource use through a

local approach.

Northwest Straits Initiative Mission



Partnership with WDFW

• Forage fish monitoring

• Olympia oyster restoration

• Pinto abalone restoration

• Shellfish harvest education

• Crab pot removal and crabber education

• Annual conference



Forage fish spawn monitoring
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Forage fish spawn monitoring



Restoration sampling



Olympia oyster restoration



Pinto abalone restoration



Digging for dinner



Crab pot removal



Crabber education



https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/project/recreational-crabbing-resources/

https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/project/recreational-crabbing-resources/


Annual conference




