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Attached is the first update on the recreational fishery monitoring in the Willapa Bay marine area since switching
August 1 to Willapa specific regulations, which is 6 fish daily, 2 adults, and release unmarked Chinook.. This update
is through August 4 (stat week 31). Week 31 was split where half the week was under Ocean Area 2 regulations
and half the week was under Willapa specific regulations. The attached spreadsheet will show the estimate relative
to each regulation. After error checking the data, we made some changes to the data listed in the table attached. As
always, in-season data is preliminary and subject to change.

The last week of July/first week of August was not as busy (more than half) as the week prior in terms of effort and
catch. The tides are still poor for fishing in Willapa. The tides have not only been minus tides (at low water) but
they have been big tidal exchanges between the low and high water tides. At this point, our preseason projection
through week 31 for natural-origin Chinock encounters was estimated to be seven fish. We currently have an in-
season estimate of 14 natural-origin Chinook encounters, which includes any landed unmarked Chinook when
under Ocean 2 regulations in June and July and any fish since we started reléasing unmarked Chinook August 1.

As 1 said before in my previous email, we will now be monitoring the recreational fishery using a two strata
method; strata 1 Monday - Thursday and strata 2 Friday - Sunday. The monitoring effort will occur two days
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within each strata per statistical week (4 days per week total). We will also now be monitoring the South Bend
boat launch as part of our estimate as well as conducting a boat survey to evaluate the proportion of effort that
exits the fishery at sampled (Tokeland and South Bend) vs non-sampled locations. We use this information to
expand our actual sampled data collected dockside to the rest of the recreational fishery to account for boats that
may have landed in other locations (not Tokeland or South Bend). We will also be test fishing to collect unmarked
Chinook genetics since those fish are illegal to retain as of yesterday and we won’t have the chance to sample them
on the dock.

Also attached is a spreadsheet showing the last several years of the Naselle hatchery rack returns for Chinook
through the fall season. These data account for the number of adults that have entered the facility but also provide
an estimate of run timing for the 2019 season relative to previous years. Once fish start showing up at the other
two hatcheries, Nemah and Forks Creek, we will be including rack return information similar to the attached
Naselle Hatchery spreadsheet.

If anyone is interested in collecting genetic samples from unmarked Chinook prior to releasing them, please
contact me. | have yet to reach the 20 volunteers that I was hoping to have collecting samples. The more help we
have, the more potential samples will may get to help us evaluate the stock composition of the recreational fishery
in the marine area.

From this point forward now that we have switched to Willapa specific fishing regulations in the marine area, we
will be compiling and analyzing the previous week’s data on Monday’s and Tuesday’s each week. We then plan to
send out a fishery update of the previous week’s data by COB Wednesday or first thing Thursday morning each
week.

If you have any questions regarding any of the information provided, please reply to this email or send an email to
WillapaBay@dfw.wa.gov.

Thank you,

Barbara McClellan

Willapa Bay Fisheries Biologist
WDFW Region 6 Montesano

Willapa Bay Marine Area 2.1 Recreational Creel Monitoring: https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/reports/creel/willapa-
bay

Willapa Bay Advisory Group: https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/advisory/wbsag

Willapa Bay & Grays Harbor (non-treaty) commercial salmon fisheries (regulations & landed catch)
https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/commercial/gillnet#information



2019 Willapa Bay Marine Area Recreational Catch Estimate PRELIMNARY/DRAFT updsted  8R72019
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Willapa Bay Origin PreSeason Recreational Data

Willapa Bay Natural Origin Fall Chinook

Willapa Bay Hatchery Origin Fall Chinook

Preseason Prediction

In-season Estimate

Preseason Prediction

In-season Estimate

sawk  pate O — roportons
NOR Cumulative| WB  Cumulative HOR Cumulative | WB  Cumulative
Total Origin Total Total Orl_gin Total
25-26  6/22-6/29 0.0043 1 1 0 0 0.0046 1 1 1 1
27 6/30/2007 0.0043 1 2 1 1.2 0.0046 7 8 6 7
28 7/8-7/14 0.0022 0 2 1 2 0.0070 10 18 12 20
29 7/15-7/21 0.0119 2 4 1 3 0.0102 15 33 4 23
30 7/22-7/28 0.0043 1 5 8 n 0.0297 44 77 57 81
31 7/29 - 8/3 0.0142 2 7 3 14 0.0287 42 119 23 103
32 8/4 -8/10 0.0857 15 22 14 0.1062 157 276 103
33 8/11 -8/17 0.1490 25 47 14 0.1343 198 474 103
34 8/18 -8/24 0.2299 39 86 14 0.2176 321 794 103
35 8/25 - 8/31 0.2829 48 134 14 0.2487 367 1,161 103
36 9/1-9/7 0.1013 17 152 14 0.1167 172 1,333 103
37 9/8 - 9/14 0.0826 14 166 14 0.0664 98 1431 103
38 9/15-9/21 0.0194 3 169 14 0.0251 37 1,468 103
39 9/22 -9/28 0.0073 1 170 14 0.0015 2 1,470 103
40 9/29 -9/30 0.0037 1 14 0.0014 2 1472 103
41 0.0000 0 14 0.0007 1 1,473 103
170 14 1,474 103

2019 WB Marine Area Recreational Data & Catch Estimate Summary_xisx



Naselle Hatchery Chinook Rack Returns
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