
2020 Willapa Bay North of Falcon Public Meeting 
March 12, 2020

Raymond Elks Lodge, Raymond, WA 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

WDFW Staff: Chad Herring, Ron Warren, Barbara McClellan, Lyle Jennings, James Losee, Jody Pope, Sgt 
Ryan John, Officer Todd Dielman 
Public: 11 Individuals

Chad Herring:
• Opening statements - Thanks for showing up given the current virus situation
• Agenda and Handouts
• Meeting purpose - prepare for the North of Falcon (NOF) process and provide the public with 

information so the public can provide input to the agency based on what they value for fisheries 
packages.

• Introductions of staff
• Walk through PowerPoint

o From this point forward, the remainder of all public meetings for NOF will not be held in 
person. The Department will likely do some kind of webinar or live streaming, but more 
details are forthcoming.

o Administrative Procedures Act (APA) - formal rule making process through the 
Washington Administrative Code (WAC)

o Ocean options from PFMC - one of the options has a full ocean closure for Chinook and 
coho

o Management objectives
■ Fish and Wildlife Commission (FWC) interim guidance for 2020 was provided

• Unmarked Chinook - reduce impact rate to 14%
• Coho - aggregate escapement
• Chum - impact rate 10%

o Public comment links for online and email (WillapaBay@dfw.wa.gov)
• Willapa Bay Planning Model (Terminal Area Management Model TAMM) provided is last year's 

2019 season with 2020 forecasts
• What does the public value in a fisheries package?

Public Comments:
• How many impacts are needed to prosecute each fishery in the ocean?
• It's important for the public to see where the dept is allocating impacts for all fisheries. Would like 

to see the difference between the different proposals of where the impacts are used since the 
freshwater uses very little impacts.

• Policy says the 14% impact rate for unmarked Chinook should be both for Willapa and Naselle 
rivers each separately. If you aggregate the unmarked Chinook rate then Naselle River will suffer.

• Will the agency provide all of the public the opportunity to provide fishery suggestions?
• Page 9 of the Willapa Bay Salmon Management Policy says that impacts for unmarked Chinook 

should be shared between marine and freshwater sectors. What has actually happened is that the
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marine area gets open with unrestricted seasons but rivers like the Naselle River freshwater 
fisheries has limited seasons and closures later in the season. You need in-season test fisheries.

• Naselle Hatchery eggtake - shut freshwater fishery down in the Naselle River; no harvest until 
Chinook eggtake is achieved. Won't get Chinook broodstock if Hwy 4 to hatchery is open.

• Snagging issues on Naselle River - There should be some prohibition of jigs during coho time to 
limit or stop the snagging or illegal fishing

• BPA property is owned by landowners through taxes on Naselle River (documentation provided 
during meeting)

• Hwy 4 Bridge upstream in Naselle River should be closed until Chinook eggtake is achieved
• The Department needs to try something different especially for the Hwy 4 Bridge upstream area in 

the Naselle River
• Close everything, commercial and recreational fisheries, to get those fish back to the hatcheries 

and the spawning grounds
• There isn't enough Chinook to craft a commercial fishery. Do not want any commercial days early 

before Sept 16 and add days backwards if you can.
• The coho abundance is a northwest issue not just Willapa Bay
• In order to help the commercial fleet, those impact will end up having to come from the 

freshwater fisheries
• We need to look to the future
• Model with what you actually would get. For Modeling, request that you model the number of 

natural fish you actually see. Model with that number or with the number you actually see come 
back to the river.

• Why is the encounter rate different than the return rate?
• We need to think of alternative ways to remove hatchery fish i.e. dip nets, males only
• Want to see a 1 fish bag limit, take the first fish. Or no wild retention with selective gear
• There is a lack of respect for those who own property along these rivers by some recreational 

fishermen. Need support from all to reassure landowners of safety and help with conservation.
• Add a buffer to the impact rate. Don't fish to the last fish. Object to fishing to the last fish.
• Is the only way to have conservation is to sacrifice the commercial fleet?
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