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2. Brief statewide overview
3. Status update and recommendations for each 

deer management zone
4. Public comment summary
5. Questions
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Deer Special Permits
WAC 220-415-030

• Added language that clarifies the bag limit is one deer, 
even if permits are drawn in more than one category

• Added 10 antlerless permits for modern firearm and 
muzzleloader youth hunters in Designated Areas of 
Region 3
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• Hunter Education Instructor Incentive Permits
– Increase the number of permits for Any White-Tailed Deer 

in Region 1 from 2 to 3
– Increase the number of permits for Any Deer in Region 4 

from 2 to 4
– Increase the number of permits for Any Deer in Region 6 

from 2 to 4

Deer Special Permits
WAC 220-415-030
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2015 Drought
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2015 Drought
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2015 Drought
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2015 Drought
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2015 Drought
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2015 Drought
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2016-2017 Winter

Snow Water 
Equivalent was 
90-129% above 
normal in the 
Cascades and 
most of eastern 
Washington
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Statewide Deer Harvest 2001-2018
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Black-Tailed Deer 
General Season Harvest 2006-2019

Bad Winter
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Black-Tailed Deer 
General Season Harvest 2006-2019

Any ungulate population which falls 25% below its
population objective for two consecutive years and/or if
the harvest decreases by 25% below the 10-year average
harvest rate for two consecutive years
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Black-Tailed Deer 
General Season Harvest 2006-2019

Any ungulate population which falls 25% below its
population objective for two consecutive years and/or if
the harvest decreases by 25% below the 10-year
average harvest rate for two consecutive years
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Black-Tailed Deer
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South Cascades

• Changed a legal deer from “Any 
Buck” to “Any Deer” in GMU 654 
during the late-muzzleloader season

2018 2019
GMU 485 Any Weapon 5 5
GMU 505 Modern Firearm 4 2

9 7
2018 2019

GMU 485 Youth 5 0
GMU 485 Disabled 0 5

5 5
2018 2019

GMU 554 Youth 10 5
GMU 510 65+ 5 0
GMU 513 65+ 5 0
GMU 516 65+ 5 0
GMU 554 65+ 5 2
GMU 560 65+ 2 0
GMU 572 65+ 2 0
GMU 574 65+ 2 0
GMU 578 65+ 2 0
GMU 510 Disabled, MF 2 0
GMU 513 Disabled, MF 2 0
GMU 516 Disabled, MF 2 0
GMU 554 Disabled, MF 2 0
GMU 560 Disabled, MF 1 0
GMU 572 Disabled, MF 1 0
GMU 574 Disabled, MF 1 0
GMU 578 Disabled, MF 1 0
GMU 574 Disabled, Archery 1 0
GMU 578 Disabled, Archery 1 0

52 7Total

Total
Buck Permits

Total
Antlerless Permits

Quality Permits

Where is the 
South Cascades 
Zone?
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Olympics

2018 2019
GMU 624 Modern Firearm 20 15

GMU 648 Modern Firearm 20 30
GMU 621 Muzzleloader 20 30
GMU 624 Muzzleloader 15 20
GMU 627 Muzzleloader 10 0
GMU 648 Muzzleloader 15 25
GMU 651 Muzzleloader 15 20
GMU 621 Youth, Any Deer 15 20
GMU 648 Youth, Any Deer 12 20
GMU 621 65+ 10 15
GMU 648 65+ 10 15
GMU 658 65+ 10 15
GMU 660 65+ 10 15
GMU 663 65+ 12 15
GMU 621 Disabled, MF 10 15
GMU 627 Disabled, MF 5 0
GMU 633 Disabled, MF 5 0
GMU 636 Disabled, MF 10 15
GMU 621 Disabled, Muzz 10 0
GMU 633 Disabled, Muzz 5 0
GMU 636 Disabled, Muzz 5 0
GMU 648 Disabled, Muzz 5 10
GMU 651 Disabled, Muzz 10 0

259 295Total

Antlerless Permits

• No changes proposed for 
general seasons
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Willapa Hills
2018 2019

GMU 660 Modern Firearm 4 5
GMU 663 Modern Firearm 7 8
GMU 672 Modern Firearm 4 5

15 18
2018 2019

GMU 673 Modern Firearm 7 5
7 5

2018 2019

GMU 660 Modern Firearm 15 20
GMU 663 Modern Firearm 12 15
GMU 660 Muzzleloader 5 10
GMU 663 Muzzleloader 18 20
GMU 673 Muzzleloader 5 10
GMU 660 Youth, Any Deer 6 10
GMU 663 Youth, Any Deer 8 15
GMU 663 Disabled, MF 5 10
GMU 658 Disabled, Muzz 5 3
GMU 663 Disabled, Muzz 8 5

87 118Total

Antlerless Permits
Total

Total
Buck Permits

Quality Permits

• No changes proposed for 
general seasons



Information is subject to changes and amendments over time. March 13-14, 2020  WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation20Information is subject to changes and amendments over time.

North Cascades

• No changes proposed for general 
or special permit seasons
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Islands

2018 2019
Orcas MF, 2nd Deer 60 70

San Juan MF, 2nd Deer 50 60
Lopez MF, 2nd Deer 60 70
Blakely MF, 2nd Deer 30 40
Whidbey MF, 2nd Deer 150 175
Orcas Archery, 2nd Deer 40 45
San Juan Archery, 2nd Deer 30 40
Lopez Archery, 2nd Deer 30 40
Whidbey Archery, 2nd Deer 50 75
Whidbey Muzz, 2nd Deer 20 25

520 640

Antlerless Permits

Total• No changes proposed for 
general seasons
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Questions?
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Mule Deer 
General Season Harvest 2006-2018

Drought

Bad Winter
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Mule Deer

Columbia 
Plateau

East Slope 
Cascades

Naches

East Columbia 
Gorge

Okanogan 
Highlands

Northern 
Rocky 
Mountains

Blue Mountains
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Blue Mountains

• Buck:Doe ratios at 
objective

• Fawn:Doe ratios have 
hovered around long-
term average (~55-
60:100)

• No changes proposed 
for general or special 
permit seasons
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Columbia Plateau

• 3 subherds

• Buck:Doe ratios at objective

• Fawn:Doe ratios have 
hovered around long-term 
average (~65-70:100) or 
have been increasing

• No changes proposed for 
general seasons

• Added 5 archery buck (3-pt. 
min) permits in GMU 379, 
Nov. 15-24

2018 2019
GMU 133 2nd Deer 100 75
GMUs 139, 142, 
284, 381 2nd Deer 350 300
GMU 290 Youth 2 3

452 378

Antlerless Permits

Total
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East Columbia Gorge

• Initiated formal surveys in 
2016

• Buck:Doe ratios at objective

• Fawn:Doe ratios have been 
stable (~60:100)

• Extended the season for 
archery Buck permits in Deer 
Area 5382 to include Sep. 1-
25 and Dec. 1-8

2018 2019
DA 5382 Modern Firearm 3 5

3 5
2018 2019

DA 5382 Youth, Any Deer 2 3
GMU 382 65+ 2 0
GMU 382 Disabled 2 0

6 3Total

Total
Antlerless Permits

Buck Permits
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East Slope Cascades

2018 2019
GMU 224 Modern Firearm 20 15
GMU 231 Modern Firearm 12 10
GMU 242 Modern Firearm 18 15
GMU 242 Muzzleloader 15 10

65 50Total

Quality Permits

• 3 subherds
– Surveys in Northern and Chelan 

subherds

• Buck:Doe ratios in the Northern 
subherd have declined in recent 
years to levels at the lower end of 
our objective (15-19:100)

• Fawn:Doe ratios declined below 
long-term average (~75:100), 
2016-2018, but returned to 
normal in 2019 

• No changes proposed for general 
seasons
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Naches

• Historically, surveys conducted 
in spring to estimate 
abundance

• Mix of black-tailed deer and 
mule deer make it difficult to 
classify deer

• Ground surveys in December to 
estimate ratios, but not 
conducted since 2017 because 
few deer observed

• No changes proposed for 
general or special permit 
seasons
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Northern Rocky Mountains

• Mule deer occur 
throughout the zone, but 
in low numbers

• White-Tailed deer are 
management priority in 
this zone

• No formal surveys for 
mule deer

• No proposed changes for 
general or special permit 
seasons
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Okanogan Highlands

• Mule deer present 
throughout the zone, 
but much more 
common in western 
portion

• No formal surveys for 
mule deer

• No changes proposed 
for general or special 
permit seasons
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Questions?
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White-Tailed Deer
General Season Harvest 2006-2018

Drought

Bad Winter

No Antlerless
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White-Tailed Deer

Okanogan 
Highlands

Columbia 
Basin

Selkirk

Palouse

Blue 
Mountains

North 
Cascades
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Blue Mountains

2018 2019
DA 1040 Modern Firearm 2 1

2 1
2018 2019

DA 1040 Youth 5 2
GMU 186 Youth 0 3

5 5

Quality Permits

Total
Antlerless Permits

Total

• Pre-hunt ground surveys

• Ratio estimates vary 
widely from year to year
– Avg. F:D = 51:100
– Avg. B:D = 42:100
– 2019 estimates similar

• Removed opportunity to 
harvest antlerless white-
tailed deer in GMU 166 
during the early archery 
season
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Columbia Basin

• White-Tailed deer occur in 
very low numbers

• Meets the criteria of an 
“At-Risk” ungulate 
population, but mule deer 
are the management 
priority in this zone

• No formal surveys

• No proposed changes for 
general or special permit 
seasons
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North Cascades

• White-Tailed deer occur 
in very low numbers

• Mule deer are the 
management priority in 
this zone

• No formal surveys

• No proposed changes 
for general or special 
permit seasons
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Okanogan Highlands

• White-Tailed deer occur 
throughout the zone, but are 
more common in the eastern 
portion

• Pre-hunt ground surveys 
conducted in the eastern 
portion to estimate buck:doe
ratios, but sample sizes are 
usually very low (<100)
– Avg. B:D = 32:100

• No proposed changes for 
general or special permit 
seasons
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Palouse

• White-Tailed deer occur 
throughout the zone

• North of Snake River
– Pre-hunt ground survey

– Buck:Doe ratio fluctuates around the 
long-term average (~25-30:100)

– Fawn:Doe ratios declined below the 
long-term average (~50:100), 2015-
2017, but have since rebounded

• South of Snake River
– Mule deer are the management 

priority 

– No formal survey

• No proposed changes for 
general or special permit 
seasons
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Selkirk

• No proposed changes to general or special permit 
seasons
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District 1
GMUs 101, 105, 108, 111, 113, 117, & 121
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District 1
GMUs 101, 105, 108, 111, 113, 117, & 121
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District 1
GMUs 101, 105, 108, 111, 113, 117, & 121
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Buck:Doe Ratios
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Fawn:Doe Ratios
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District 1—“At-Risk” Assessment

• Data limited to general season buck harvest during 
modern firearm, archery, and muzzleloader seasons
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At-Risk Assessment
2010-2019 2006-2010 & 2015-2019

10 Highest Years2001-2010
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District 1—Hunter Numbers
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District 1—Hunter Success

29%
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30%

33%27%

22%27%

33%
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% 4-5 Pt. Bucks in Harvest

AVG. = 47% AVG. = 45%

AVG. = 51%AVG. = 44%

AVG. = 46% AVG. = 51%
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% 4-5 Pt. Bucks in Harvest
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Regional Comparisons

• 2 Data Analysis Units from Idaho Panhandle

• 6 Hunt Districts from NW Montana

• General either-sex white-tailed deer seasons for all 
weapon types 

• General seasons with late rut hunting opportunity 

• No antler-point restrictions 
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Regional Comparisons
Buck Harvest 2009-2018
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Antler-Point Restrictions (APRs)

• Although APRs have shown minimal biological benefits, they 
remain popular with many hunters

• Because of that popularity, they warrant consideration as a 
social issue

• The Department has committed to considering APRs during the 
2021-2023 season setting process

• Public outreach and support is critical when APRs are being 
considered
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Public Comment

• Common themes included:
– Reducing antlerless 

harvest
– Predator management
– Antler-Point restrictions

• The Department has already 
eliminated or substantially 
reduced antlerless harvest 
in areas where it was 
warranted

• The Department has already 
liberalized bear seasons and 
has proposed changes to 
cougar seasons

• The Department has 
committed to considering 
APRs during the 2021-2023 
season setting process
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Questions?
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Antler Points

83%

51%
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Antler Points

• Idaho
• N = 1,045

• Washington
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Antler Points
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Antler Points
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Antler Point Restrictions
• Although APRs have shown minimal biological benefits, 

they remain popular with many hunters
• As such, they warrant consideration as a social issue
• 2007 Responsive Management Survey of WA hunters44% Support

42% Oppose

Only 15% were 
in support of a 
statewide APR
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NW Montana-Buck Harvest
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Statewide Deer Harvest 2001-2018
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Any ungulate population which falls 25% below its
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the harvest decreases by 25% below the 10-year average
harvest rate for two consecutive years
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Antler-Point Restrictions (APRs)
• Very little information in the literature that has 

evaluated the biological benefits of APRs
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Antler-Point Restrictions (APRs)
• Not always supported by the majority and never universally 

supported
• Public outreach and support is critical

44% Support

42% Oppose

Only 15% were 
in support of a 
statewide APR
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Antler-Point Restrictions (APRs)

• Rare for states to implement APRs at a statewide level
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Antler-Point Restrictions (APRs)
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Effects of APRs on Reproduction
• Study Period 1999-2006
• APRs implemented 2002
• Documented increase in 

the number of mature 
bucks

• Found no effect of APRs 
on reproductive 
parameters monitored
– Date of conception
– Productivity (embryos/doe)
– Sex ratio of embryos
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