
Commenter or 
number of 
similar 
comments

Comments Agency Response

Bob Harriman See attachment 1

Thank you for your comment.  The targeted 
control section is intended to allow our 
agency to continue the management of some 
of our trout fisheries in eastern Washington 
with rotenone treatments and trout 
fry/fingerling plants.  It may also allow fairly 
localized control of species during short 
duration, high predation events.  Many of 
these actions may require additional public 
input in the future through the SEPA process 
before the action is undertaken.

Rich Pratt

Thank you for allowing SEPA comments on the above subject reference.
I approve of this Non-Native Game Fish policy as guidance to WDFW & the Wildlife Commission for the future 
management of Native & Non-Native fish in the State of Washington.  I feel WDFW’s mandated protections & 
promotions both for Recreationally & Consumptively are being adhered to in this policy.  I also feel that protections in 
this policy would provide best environmental science for native fish species accordingly to their best suited habitat & 
conditions while at the same time allowing Non-Native best science management in waters that are not best suited for 
Native species and/or has insignificant adverse effects to non-endangered native gamefish.

I am in favor of the WDFW recommended options in the categories noted for Population, Fishing Regulations, 
Introduction/Supplementation/Translocation, Habitat, & Illegal Introduction, excepting Targeted Control.  I am not in 
favor of Targeted Control unless amended for specific emergency nature when normal timeline management could be an 
immediate detriment to Natïve game fish species or similar emergency.

Thank you for your comment.  The targeted 
control section is intended to allow our 
agency to continue the management of some 
of our trout fisheries in eastern Washington 
with rotenone treatments and trout 
fry/fingerling plants.  It may also allow fairly 
localized control of species during short 
duration, high predation events.  Many of 
these actions may require additional public 
input in the future through the SEPA process 
before the action is undertaken.

Tammie Johnson 

Thank you for allowing SEPA comments on the above subject reference.
I approve of this Non-Native Game Fish policy as guidance to WDFW & the Wildlife Commission for the future 
management of Native & Non-Native fish in the State of Washington.  I feel WDFW’s mandated protections & 
promotions both for Recreationally & Consumptively are being adhered to in this policy.  I also feel that protections in 
this policy would provide best environmental science for native fish species accordingly to their best suited habitat & 
conditions while at the same time allowing Non-Native best science management in waters that are not best suited for 
Native species and/or has insignificant adverse effects to non-endangered native gamefish.

I am in favor of the WDFW recommended options in the categories noted for Population, Fishing Regulations, 
Introduction/Supplementation/Translocation, Habitat, & Illegal Introduction, excepting Targeted Control.  I am not in 
favor of Targeted Control unless amended for specific emergency nature when normal timeline management could be an 
immediate detriment to Natïve game fish species or similar emergency.

Thank you for your comment.  The targeted 
control section is intended to allow our 
agency to continue the management of some 
of our trout fisheries in eastern Washington 
with rotenone treatments and trout 
fry/fingerling plants.  It may also allow fairly 
localized control of species during short 
duration, high predation events.  Many of 
these actions may require additional public 
input in the future through the SEPA process 
before the action is undertaken.
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Russell Avery

Thank you for allowing SEPA comments on the above subject reference.
I approve of this Non-Native Game Fish policy as guidance to WDFW & the Wildlife Commission for the future 
management of Native & Non-Native fish in the State of Washington.  I feel WDFW’s mandated protections & 
promotions both for Recreationally & Consumptively are being adhered to in this policy.  I also feel that protections in 
this policy would provide best environmental science for native fish species accordingly to their best suited habitat & 
conditions while at the same time allowing Non-Native best science management in waters that are not best suited for 
Native species and/or has insignificant adverse effects to non-endangered native gamefish.

I am in favor of the WDFW recommended options in the categories noted for Population, Fishing Regulations, 
Introduction/Supplementation/Translocation, Habitat, & Illegal Introduction, excepting Targeted Control.  I am not in 
favor of Targeted Control unless amended for specific emergency nature when normal timeline management could be an 
immediate detriment to Natïve game fish species or similar emergency.

Thank you for your comment.  The targeted 
control section is intended to allow our 
agency to continue the management of some 
of our trout fisheries in eastern Washington 
with rotenone treatments and trout 
fry/fingerling plants.  It may also allow fairly 
localized control of species during short 
duration, high predation events.  Many of 
these actions may require additional public 
input in the future through the SEPA process 
before the action is undertaken.

Matthew 
Baerwalde

These comments are submitted on behalf of the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, a federally recognized sovereign Indian Tribe 
with its governmental offices at 9571 Ethan Wade Way SE, Snoqualmie, WA 98065 (“Tribe”). The Snoqualmie Indian 
Tribe [Tribe] is a federally recognized sovereign Indian Tribe and a signatory to the Treaty of Point Elliott of 1855 in 
which it reserved to itself certain rights and privileges, and ceded certain lands to the United States. As a signatory to the 
Treaty of Point Elliot, the Tribe specifically reserved to itself, among other things, the right to fish at usual and 
accustomed areas and the “privilege of hunting and gathering roots and berries on open and unclaimed lands” off-
reservation throughout the modern-day state of Washington. Treaty of Point Elliot, art. V, 12 Stat. 928. Thank you for 
considering these comments on the non-native game fish and fisheries policy.                                                                                                                                                                         
We generally agree with the policy choices as described in this document that emphasize native fisheries, in particular 
native anadromous and species of concern fisheries, over non-native species and fisheries. The policy, however, lacks any 
mention of the Department’s obligation to preserve fisheries as related to Tribal Treaty Rights, and how these policies 
affect the Treaty and indigenous resources that belong to tribal people. We urge WDFW to correct this oversight, and 
include this important contextual information, which should be a part of the framework by which WDFW approaches all 
policy and fishery management decisions.                        Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Thank you for this comment.  Meaningful 
tribal consultation and coordination is an 
integral component of WDFW's relationship 
with federally recognized tribes in and 
adjacent to Washington State.  Though it may 
not be specifically called out in this policy, 
we are guided by an overarching internal 
policy that requires staff to consult and 
coordinate on a government-to-government 
basis with federally recognized tribal 
governments when WDFW proposed 
policies, agreements or program 
implementation may affect tribal interests.  I 
will reference this internal policy more 
clearly at the beginning of the document.

Perry Falcone See attachment 2

Thank you for your comments.  This draft 
policy does not propose any specific actions 
for any specific waterbody, but provides 
broad guidance to the type of actions that 
may be undertaken.  Your comments pertain 
to specific, desired actions which may or may 
not fall within the guidance of this draft 
policy.



Jason Mulvihill-
Kunz See attachment 3

Thank you for your comments.  This draft 
policy does not propose any specific actions 
for any specific waterbody, but provides 
broad guidance to the type of actions that 
may be undertaken.  Your comments pertain 
to specific, desired actions which may or may 
not fall within the guidance of this draft 
policy.
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November 12, 202121-054 
 
 
SEPA comments 
Dept of Fish & Wildlife                    Commission email : commission@dfw.wa.gov 
600 Capitol Way North                     
Olympia, Wa 98501-1091                WDFW email: Stephen.Caromile@dfw.wa.gov    
 
 
Proposal: Non-Native Game Fish & Fisheries Policy - Statewide 
 
Ref: DNA 21-054 
 
Attn: SEPA Desk 
 
The Borderline Bassin Contenders, a hunting & fishing Club since 1973, would like to make highlighted 
comments below on the above proposal & reference.  We are in approval of creating this long-needed policy 
and feel that this policy will provide guidance to WDFW & the Wildlife Commission for the future 
management of Native & Non-Native fish in the State of Washington.  We feel WDFW mandated protections 
& promotions both for Recreationally & Consumptively are being adhered to in this policy.  We also feel 
protections would be provided by best environmental science for native fish species accordingly to their 
best suited habitat & conditions while at the same time allowing Non-Native best science management in 
waters that are not best suited for Native species and/or has insignificant adverse effects to non-
endangered native fish species.  
 
The preferred BBC highlighted options per categories according to Population, Fishing regulations, 
Introduction/Supplementation/Translocation, Habitat, Illegal Introduction, & Targeted Control are as 
follows: 
 

Population Management 
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds 
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW will prioritize management of native anadromous fish, and may 
secondarily manage (actively or passively) for non-native game fish species when their impacts to 
anadromous fish are directly assessed with best available science, are not significant, and are consistent 
with anadromous fish management and recovery. 
 
With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW will prioritize management of native species of concern, and 
may secondarily manage (actively or passively) for non-native game 
fish species when their impacts to native species of concern are directly 
assessed with best available science, are not significant, and are 
consistent with native fish management and recovery. 
 
Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may prioritize management of non-native game fish species 
 
 
 

Population Management 
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs 
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW will prioritize management of native species of concern and 
may secondarily manage (actively or passively) for non-native game 
fish species when their impacts to native species of concern are directly 
assessed with best available science, are not significant, and are 
consistent with native fish management and recovery. 
 



With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW will prioritize management of native species of concern and 
may secondarily manage (actively or passively) for non-native game 
fish species when their impacts to native species of concern are directly 
assessed with best available science, are not significant, and are 
consistent with native fish management and recovery. 
 
With Limited or no Connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may prioritize management for non-native and/or native game 
fish species. 
 
 
 

Fishing Regulations 
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds 
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may promulgate rules for non-native game fish that reduce 
impacts to native anadromous fish. This may include changes to daily 
bag limits, size restrictions and/or seasons. Utilizing best available 
science, develop rules based on empirical estimates of the effects of 
proposed rules on native anadromous fish and non-native game fish. 
 
With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may promulgate rules for non-native game fish that reduce 
impacts to native species of concern fish. This may include changes to 
daily bag limits, size restrictions and/or seasons. Utilizing best 
available science, develop rules based on empirical estimates of the 
effects of proposed rules on native species of concern and non-native 
game fish 
 
Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may promulgate rules for non-native game fish that protect 
native and/or non-native game fish. Develop rules designed to provide 
quality fishing for native and/or non-native game fish. 
 
 

Fishing Regulations 
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs 
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may promulgate rules for non-native game fish that reduce 
impacts to native anadromous fish. This may include changes to daily 
bag limits, size restrictions and/or seasons. Utilizing best available 
science, develop rules based on empirical estimates of the effects of 
proposed rules on native anadromous fish and non-native game fish. 
 
With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may promulgate rules for non-native game fish that reduce 
impacts to native species of concern. This may include changes to daily 
bag limits, size restrictions and/or seasons. Utilizing best available 
science, develop rules based on empirical estimates of the effects of 
proposed regulations on native species of concern and non-native game 
fish. 
 
With Limited or no Connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may promulgate rules for non-native game fish that protect 
native and/or non-native game fish. Develop rules designed to provide 
quality fishing for native and/or non-native game fish. 
 



Introduction/Supplementation/Translocation 
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds 
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW will not introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish. 
 
With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW will not introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish. 
 
Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish 
to create, improve or maintain recreational fishing opportunity, if 
approved following environmental review (e.g., SEPA, NEPA). 
 
 
Introduction/Supplementation/Translocation 
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs 
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish 
to create, improve or maintain recreational fishing opportunity, if 
approved following environmental review (e.g., SEPA, NEPA). This 
would include use of non-native trout species in high lakes, or Tiger 
Muskie in reservoirs. 
 
With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish 
to create, improve or maintain recreational fishing opportunity, if 
approved following environmental review process (e.g., SEPA, NEPA). 
This would include use of non-native trout species in high lakes, or 
Tiger Muskie in reservoirs). 
 
With Limited or no Connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may introduce, translocate, or supplement non-native game fish 
to create, improve or maintain recreational fishing opportunity, if 
approved following environmental review process (e.g., SEPA, NEPA). 
This would include use of non-native trout species in high lakes, or 
Tiger Muskie in reservoirs. 
 
 

Habitat 
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds    
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW will provide technical assistance for habitat enhancement or 
restoration projects that benefit native anadromous fish and/or nonnative game fish. For example, projects 
like fish passage, or large woody debris placement can increase habitat availability and benefit 
both native and non-native fish 
 
With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may provide technical assistance for habitat enhancement or 
restoration projects to benefit native species of concern and/or nonnative game fish. For example, projects 
like fish passage, or large woody debris placement can increase habitat availability and benefit 
both native and non-native fish 
 
Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may provide technical assistance for habitat enhancement or 
restoration projects to benefit game fish. For example, projects like fish 



passage, or large woody debris placement can increase habitat 
availability and benefit both native and non-native fish. 
 

Habitat 
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs 
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW will provide technical assistance for habitat enhancement or 
restoration projects that benefit native anadromous fish and/or nonnative game fish. For example, projects 
like shoreline bulkhead removal and native vegetation planting can provide habitat benefits for both 
native and non-native fish. 
 
With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may provide technical assistance for habitat enhancement or 
restoration projects to benefit native species of concern and/or nonnative game fish. For example, projects 
like shoreline bulkhead removal and native vegetation planting can provide habitat benefits for 
both native and non-native fish. 
 
With Limited or no Connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy 
BBC prefers Option A: WDFW may provide technical assistance for habitat enhancement or 
restoration projects to benefit non-native game fish where appropriate. 
For example, projects like shoreline bulkhead removal and native 
vegetation planting can provide habitat benefits for both native and nonnative fish. 
 
 

Illegal Introduction 
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds 
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW may actively or passively manage illegally introduced nonnative game fish to 
remove them or control their expansion. For example, actions to control expansion of introduced fish could 
be, netting, electrofishing, chemical, or other active or passive removal techniques. 
 
With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW may actively or passively manage illegally introduced nonnative game fish to 
remove them or control their expansion. For example, actions to control expansion of introduced fish could 
be, netting, electrofishing, chemical, or other active or passive removal techniques. 
 
Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW may actively or passively manage illegally introduced nonnative game fish to 
remove them or control their expansion. For example, actions to control expansion of introduced fish could 
be, netting, electrofishing, chemical, or other active or passive removal techniques. 
 

Illegal Introduction 
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs 
 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW may actively or passively manage illegally introduced nonnative game fish to 
remove them or control their expansion. For example, actions to control expansion of introduced fish could 
be, netting, electrofishing, chemical, or other active or passive removal techniques. 
 
With Native Species of Concern 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW may actively or passively manage illegally introduced nonnative game fish to 
remove them or control their expansion. For example, actions to control expansion of introduced fish could 
be, netting, electrofishing, chemical, or other active or passive removal techniques. 
 
 
 



With Limited or no Connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy 
BBC prefers Option B: WDFW may actively or passively manage illegally introduced nonnative game fish to 
remove them or control their expansion. For example, actions to control expansion of introduced fish could 
be, netting, electrofishing, chemical, or other active or passive removal techniques. 

 
Targeted Control 
Rivers, Streams, and Beaver Ponds 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
With Native Species of Concern 
Without Native Anadromous Fish or Species of Concern 
Lakes, Ponds, and Reservoirs 
With Native Anadromous Fish 
With Native Species of Concern 
With Limited or no Connectivity to anadromous waters, or waters with no anadromy 
The BBC is not in favor of Option A for any of the above situations of targeted control and feel 
that Option A language would supersede all negotiated options from the whole policy above, the 
BBC would offer replacement option as follows: 
New Option For all above Targeted Control areas: WDFW may perform localized control of non-
native game fish where appropriate to meet conservation and/or fish management objectives specific to an 
emergency nature that could not be handled in a normal timeline manner. 
For example, actions for localized control could be techniques like netting, electrofishing, chemical, 
incentivized fisheries, or other active removal techniques to stop an immediate contamination from a not 
recognized species not native to northern/central part of the North American continent and/or by where 
such emergency similar to and or like a dam breaching by causes not planned and those fish contaminating 
downstream waters and/or irrigation feeding canals. 

 
Thank you for allowing SEPA comments. The BBC appreciates WDFW & Wildlife Commission for work & 
efforts to bring the Non-native gamefish policy forward.  
   
Sincerely, 
Bob Harriman, legislative liaison 
Borderline Bassin Contenders                                                                 cc: clb pres, bd of dirs, 
2284 E Hemmi rd                                                                                             wdfw – Steve Caromile 
Bellingham, Wa 98226                                                                               
Cell or Text Ph 360-927-0967  
Email  bob.harriman@icloud.com             
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