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• Washington accounted for most of the commercial smelt harvest since the 
late-1800s.

• The original Washington and Oregon Management Plan was implemented 
in 2001 due to declines in fishery landings.

• In response to the ESA listing of Eulachon in 2010, the states discontinued 
commercial and recreational fisheries, 2011–2013.  

• Since 2014, the states have worked closely with the NOAA Fisheries to 
determine when sustainable harvest may occur.

• Today’s commercial fisheries are within the mainstem Columbia River, 
limited to 8-15 fishing periods annually.

Commercial Fisheries
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Purpose
The Department would like to update the Smelt Commercial Fishing Rules, 
associated with WAC 220-358-060.
• This rule outlines the Gear and Fishing Periods associated with commercial smelt 

harvest in the Lower Columbia River.
• As currently written, this rule leaves open commercial fishing periods that were 

thought to be closed in 2010, following the ESA listing of Eulachon. 
• Proposed changes: Strike “Fishing Periods” section.
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1. Otter Trawl (not pictured)
• Bag length does not exceed 35 feet. Mesh size does not 

exceed 2 inches stretch measure. Only one trawl net is 
fished from the boat at a time.

2. Gillnet (top picture)
• Nets do not exceed 1,500 feet in length. Mesh size does 

not exceed 2-inch stretch measure.
3. Hand dip net (bottom picture)

• Bag frame does not measure more than 36-inches 
across.

4. From December 1 through March 31 it is lawful for smelt 
fishers to have salmon or sturgeon gillnets aboard while 
fishing for smelt.

Gear Types
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Fishing Periods

Otter Trawls
• SMCRA 1A: Open March 1-31
• SMCRA 1B-1E: Open December 1-March 31

Gillnets
• SMCRA 1A-1E: Open December 1-March 31

Hand Dip Nets
• SMCRA 1A-1E: Open December 1-March 31
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WAC Update
Smelt Commercial Fishing Rules: WAC 220-358-060
• This rule leaves open commercial fishing periods that were thought to be 

closed in 2010, after the ESA listing, and conflicts with current management 
strategies.

• Proposed changes: Strike “Fishing Periods” section
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Next Steps
• This rule is currently available online for public comment through January 28, 

2023. 

• The Fish and Wildlife Commission will revisit this item in February for a 
decision on the proposed WAC changes. 
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