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Fish and Wildlife Commission Presentation Summary Sheet 
 
Meeting date:  

3/17/2023  

Agenda item:  

Transfer of Klickitat Hatchery Property to Yakama Nation – Initial briefing and discussion of next steps 

Presenter(s):  

Mike Livingston, WDFW Reg 3 Director & Trevor Hutton, WDFW Region 3 Fish Program Manager  

Phil Rigdon, Yakama Nation Natural Resources Superintendent & Bill Sharp, Yakima-Klickitat Fisheries Project 
(YKFP) Klickitat River Coordinator 

  

Background summary: 

In the early 2000’s, the Yakama Nation requested WDFW transfer the hatchery facility and parcel to the Yakama 
Nation, resulting in a June 2003 transfer MOU. In 2005, WDFW began leasing the facility to the Yakama Nation 
and entered into a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) relating to the joint operation of the facility. Mitchell Act 
funding related to Klickitat River production was also transferred to the Yakama Nation. Since that time, 
approximately $3.2 million in important upgrades to the facility have been completed by the Yakama Nation. 
The Yakama Nation is currently seeking to upgrade the facility and has obtained funding commitments from BPA 
on the order of ~$25M to develop new infrastructure for the hatchery and water source.  

On October 18, 2022, Superintendent of Yakama Nation Department of Natural Resources Philip Rigdon wrote a 
letter to WDFW stating the tribe’s desire to complete the transfer as contemplated in the 2003 transfer MOU. 

See attached briefing memo for further details on the proposal. 

  

Staff recommendation:  

Subsequent to this briefing, staff recommend proceeding with SEPA review and an opportunity for 
public comment on the proposal at a subsequent Commission meeting.  

  

Policy issue(s) and expected outcome:  

WDFW and Yakama Nation co-manage resources in the Klickitat River through the existing Yakima-
Klickitat Fisheries Project agreement. Staff believe the transfer will facilitate more efficient 
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management of the facility by tribal co-managers, including the tribe’s ability to better utilize federal 
funding for improvements to the facility and fishery management in the Klickitat River Basin.  

 

Fiscal impacts of agency implementation:  

WDFW will no longer have an ownership interest in the facility, reducing associated asset management 
tasks and contracting tasks.  

 

Public involvement process used and what you learned:  

Public involvement is forthcoming, as discussed in the proposed next steps, below.  

 

Action requested and/or proposed next steps:  

Staff will initiate SEPA review and provide an opportunity for public comment. At the conclusion of 
those processes, staff will update the Commission on feedback received, invite additional public 
comment, and request a formal decision on the transfer at a subsequent meeting, if warranted. 

  

Draft motion language:  

None proposed at this time. 

 

Post decision communications plan:  

No decision sought at this time.  

 

Form revised 1-20-21 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON  
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE  

WILDLIFE PROGRAM – LANDS DIVISION 
FISH PROGRAM – HATCHERY DIVISION  

 
MEMORANDUM 
RE: Klickitat Hatchery – Property and Facility - Proposed Transfer to Yakama Nation 
 
Introduction/summary 
At its March 17 Fish and Wildlife Commission meeting, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and 
Yakama Nation staff will brief the Commission on the proposed transfer of the Klickitat Hatchery 
property and facility to the Yakama Nation, as formally requested by the Yakama Nation by letter dated 
October 22, 2022 (enclosed). Following an opportunity for public comment at a subsequent Commission 
meeting, staff will make a recommendation regarding the transfer at a future Commission meeting. 
 
 
Setting and Property Information 
The Klickitat Hatchery is located approximately seven miles east of Glenwood, Washington, near river 
mile 42 of the Klickitat River. The facility is located adjacent to the river at the base of a steep gorge with 
several nearby springs used to supply the primary water source for the facility.  
 
The property is located within the area described as “Tract D,” which federal courts recently confirmed 
as within the Yakama Nation reservation.  
 
The hatchery is situated on a 166.99-acre parcel, roughly a quarter of which is covered by hatchery 
facilities and infrastructure. Originally constructed in the early 1950s, the facility complex includes a 
main hatchery building, several residences, sheds and other outbuildings, as well as 22 hatchery 
raceways and several associated rearing/holding ponds, circular tanks, and a pollution abatement pond.  
 
Water is supplied to the main hatchery primarily from Indian Ford Springs located to the north of the 
facility. Other water sources include Wonder Springs to the east and a water source from the Klickitat 
River mainstem. Indian Ford Springs provides water for domestic uses and it is discharged to onsite 
septic.  
 
The state of Washington acquired the 166.99 acre property on April 14, 1948, by warranty deed from J. 
Neils Lumber Company for the sum of approximately $300. The state also holds an easement and right-
of-way from J. Neils Lumber Company for road and utility access. Both the warranty deed and easement 
are transferrable. 
 
 
Background of Hatchery Development and Operations 
The Klickitat Hatchery was constructed and operated by WDFW using federal funds as part of the 
Klickitat River Salmon Rehabilitation Program, which was a program of the Columbia River Fishery 
Development Program, established by Congress through the Mitchell Act (16 U.S.C. § 755-57). 
 
Beginning in the early 1950s, Klickitat Hatchery was operated to produce native stocks of spring Chinook 
along with introduced stocks of fall Chinook, coho, and steelhead to meet the Mitchell Act purpose of 
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Columbia River fishery resources conservation. In recent years, operations at Klickitat Hatchery also 
contribute to US v Oregon production commitments for spring and fall Chinook, steelhead, and coho.  
 
As early as 1982, the Northwest Power and Conservation Council encouraged BPA to fund a hatchery 
facility in the Klickitat Basin for the Yakama Nation and recommended the creation of a master plan to 
guide the Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries Project (YKFP) and construct necessary infrastructure at the existing 
Klickitat Hatchery. In 1994, WDFW and the Yakama Nation entered into the Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries 
Project Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), which describes co-management and shared goals of 
WDFW and the Yakama Nation related to the Yakima and Klickitat River basins. The MOU established 
Yakama Nation as the lead agency responsible for managing Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries Project 
operations and pursuing project funding. 
 
In the early 2000’s, the Yakama Nation requested WDFW transfer the hatchery facility and parcel to the 
Yakama Nation, resulting in a June 2003 transfer MOU. Owing to other YKFP successes, WDFW was 
receptive to this idea, as management of the remote facility posed practical and budgetary challenges 
related to the need for significant upgrades and the Yakama Nation could bring additional federal 
funding through the BPA to the facility.  
 
In 2005, WDFW began leasing the facility to the Yakama Nation and entered into a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) relating to the joint operation of the facility. Mitchell Act funding related to Klickitat 
River production was also transferred to the Yakama Nation. Since that time, approximately $3.2 million 
in important upgrades to the facility have been completed by the Yakama Nation.  
 
On October 18, 2022, Superintendent of Yakama Nation Department of Natural Resources Philip Rigdon 
wrote a letter to WDFW stating the tribe’s desire to complete the transfer as contemplated in the 2003 
transfer MOU. 
 
Current management / lease agreements 
Currently, the Yakama Nation and WDFW have finalized the third iteration of the above-referenced 
MOA as well as a fourth property lease agreement. Yakama Nation continues to be the primary hatchery 
operator, and receives Mitchell Act funds to do so. The Yakama Nation is currently seeking to upgrade 
the facility and has obtained funding commitments from BPA through the Fish Accord Agreement on the 
order of ~$25 million to develop new infrastructure for the main hatchery and water source. This project 
is moving forward, with NEPA review expected to be complete in early 2023 and construction to follow 
in the summer. The hatchery will be managed consistent with the Klickitat Master Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement developed by the Yakama Nation. The hatchery and its operations are part of the 
Yakima/Klickitat Fisheries Project policy group oversight, which will continue under the 1994 MOU 
whether the property is held by WDFW or the Yakama Nation. Yakama Nation is also a party to US v 
Oregon and, like each of the parties, is subject to US v Oregon production targets.  
 
The property is primarily used for fish propagation and rearing, but is also commonly used as a river 
access site for fishing, rafting, and other recreational uses of the Klickitat River. Upland uses such as 
hunting, hiking, etc. are infrequent or not known to occur on the property. In addition to operating the 
facility since 2003, the Yakama Nation has taken active measures to increase public access to the 
Klickitat River, including developing a safer raft put-in below the weir, replacing an aging foot bridge that 
provides better public access to the river, enlarging a visitor parking area, and enhancing the rafting 
launch area. 
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The primary goal is to transfer the hatchery facility and property to the Yakama Nation for upgrades and 
permanent operation, while allowing the Yakama Nation to steward the uplands for riparian values. The 
proposed transfer from WDFW to the Yakama Nation will not change the use of the property in the 
future.  
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