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Outline

• Program purpose and goals
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• Background

• Priorities for 24-25 grant cycle

• Award type and amounts

• Eligibility & Requirements

• How to Apply

• Review and Selection

• Summary

• Q&A
Western bumble bee
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Wildlife Diversity Grant Program: Schedule

GRANT ACTIVITIES DATE

Grant application period opens March 18, 2024

Informational webinar (recorded) March 28, 2024,
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Grant proposals due by 11:59 p.m. Sunday, May 5, 2024

WDFW reviews and evaluates grant proposals May 8, 2024 – May 24, 2024

WDFW notifies grant applicants of selection results May 30, 2024

Earliest possible project start date July 1, 2024
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Investments to Enhance 

Biodiversity in Washington
In the 2023 Legislative Session, WDFW requested funds to implement the State 

Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP), including species and habitat conservation, along with 

public education and outreach.

Species Conservation Habitat Conservation Policy & Outreach

• Strategic habitat plans
• Modernize standards 

and guidance for protecting 
and restoring habitats

• Assist people to follow 
standards

• Integrate standards into land 
use and other regulations

• Increase the pace 
and effectiveness 
of restoration

• Respond to spills and 
protect orcas

• State Wildlife 
Action Plan 
Coordinator

• Conservation 
education

• Habitat at Home
• Communications
• WDFW governance 

assessment

• Implement known 
recovery actions

• Support partners to 
implement                
conservation 
actions

• Survey, monitor, and 
conduct research to 
inform conservation 
action
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Ramping up to Full Funding

• ~2/3 of our full request was funded 
with ongoing funding. 

• We plan to pursue the remaining 
~1/3 in the next legislative session

• Species Conservation ramp up 
focus areas

• FY24 & FY25 focus on most imperiled 
species 

• FY26 & FY27 broaden to include all 
species of greatest conservation need



Department of Fish and Wildlife 6

Wildlife Diversity Grant Program Purpose

The Wildlife Diversity Grant Program aims to 
support recovery actions for a suite of Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need that are state-listed 
or candidates for listing.

Grant funding can also be awarded for projects 
aimed at collecting data and information on 
species abundance, distribution, and habitat 
associations with priority for those whose habitats 
are under significant threat of incompatible 
development, land use, or resource management.

Black-tailed jackrabbit
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Wildlife Diversity Grant Program: Priority Activities

• Implementing recovery and conservation 

actions for eligible species

• Collecting data and information on 

abundance, distribution, habitat 

associations, or natural history

• Implementing direct actionable steps 

toward achieving those activities

We encourage 
proposals that benefit 
multiple species and 
address actions in the 
SWAP or state/federal 

recovery plans.

The full list of priority 
species is in the 
announcement.
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Wildlife Diversity Grant Program: 

Deprioritized and Ineligible

Eligible but not prioritized:

• Projects for non-listed and non-candidate SGCN.

Ineligible Activities:

• Outreach and education

• Habitat restoration*, conservation easements, or land acquisition.

• Projects that primarily target benefits for fish, aquatic invertebrates, wolves, 

and harvested wildlife.

*Projects with a primary purpose of habitat restoration are not eligible for this grant opportunity,

 this includes mowing, burning, planting, and herbicide spraying.

Northwestern pond turtle
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Grant Award Type and Amounts

• Project timeframe: July 2024- June 2025

• Funding available: approximately $1M 

• Project budget range: $20,000 to $200,000

• Awards will result in a grant managed by WDFW

• Match or cost-sharing is not required but 

encouraged

• WDFW estimates awarding 8-12 grants

Oregon spotted frog
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Eligible Entities and Locations

Eligible Applicants:

Employed by a public, nonprofit, 

academic, or tribal entity. 

Subrecipients are allowed.

Eligible locations:

Project activities must 

benefit species populations 

within Washington. Tufted puffin



Department of Fish and Wildlife 11

Required Application Components

• Proposal summary

• Project narrative

• Background and problem statement

• Objectives, outcomes, and deliverables

• Approach

• Roles of project team members

• Completed schedule and budget template

• Compliance questionnaire and project area map(s)

Killer whale
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How to Apply

Email your complete application to 
WildlifeDiversityGrants@dfw.wa.gov

❑Proposal Summary: Not exceeding one (1) page.

❑Project Narrative: Not exceeding four (4) pages.

❑Roles of Project Team Members: Using the table 
format provided, one (1) page.

❑Combined Schedule and Budget: Included as a 
separate excel sheet using provided template.

❑Compliance Requirements: Project area map(s) and 
responses to the questionnaire not exceeding two (2) 
pages.

Ferruginous hawk

mailto:WildlifeDiversityGrants@dfw.wa.gov
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Review and Selection Process

• Eligibility screening

• Technical reviewers use 

criteria to score and evaluate

• Evaluation panel develops 

ranked list of projects to 

recommend for funding

• Wildlife Diversity Division 

management makes funding 

decisions
Fisher
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Criteria

• Project contribution

• Project approach

• Project team 

• Schedule 

• Budget

Northern spotted owl
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Award administration and contracting

Grants will be negotiated based on 
selected proposals and input from 
WDFW technical reviewers and 
evaluators.

Grants will be awarded and managed 
following standard WDFW procedures.

Required reporting:

• Progress reporting associated with 
invoices

• Factsheet

• Final report

Ashy pebblesnail
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Wildlife Diversity Grant Opportunity Summary

• Project timeframe: up to 1 year, July 2024- June 2025

• Funding available: approximately $1M

• Project budget range: $20,000 to $200,000

• Eligible Applicants: employed by a public, nonprofit, 

academic, or tribal entity (subrecipients allowed)

• Eligible project location: benefitting 

Washington species populations

• Awards will result in a grant managed by WDFW

• Match or cost-sharing is not required but encouraged

• WDFW estimates awarding 8-12 grants

Juniper hairstreak
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Wildlife Diversity Grant Program: Schedule

GRANT ACTIVITIES DATE

Grant application period opens March 18, 2024

Informational webinar (recorded) March 28, 2024,
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Grant proposals due by 11:59 p.m. Sunday, May 5, 2024

WDFW reviews and evaluates grant proposals May 8, 2024 – May 24, 2024

WDFW notifies grant applicants of selection results May 30, 2024

Earliest possible project start date July 1, 2024



Department of Fish and Wildlife 18

Looking Ahead

Northern leopard frog Taylor's checkerspot Washington ground squirrel



Thank You

For additional questions contact 

WildlifeDiversityGrants@dfw.wa.gov

Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Priority Species of Greatest Conservation Need
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Application Component: Summary

Up to one page

a) Project title

b) Project initiation and completion dates (within 7/1/2024 - 
6/30/2025)

c) Applicant information: Name, title, organization, phone number

d) Project abstract:
– Alignment with priority/eligible actions/species

– Objectives, outcomes, deliverables

– Approach, methods, and partners
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Application Component: Narrative

Up to four pages

a) Background and problem statement

b) Objectives, outcomes, and deliverables

c) Approach

Department of Fish and Wildlife



Department of Fish and Wildlife 26

Application Component: Project Team

Role Name and affiliation Funding source (this 
award or in- kind)

Tasks Qualifications, 
Certifications, & 

Experience

Project lead

Contract manager and 
point of contact for the 
Partnership

Add rows for any other 
team member

Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Application Component: Schedule & Budget

Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Application 

Component: 

Schedule & 

Budget

Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Application Component: Schedule & Budget

Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Application Component: Compliance 

Requirements

• Project Area Map(s)

• Responses to questionnaire

• Ground disturbing activities

• Effects on federally listed species

• Activities on WDFW lands

• Activities requiring a WDFW-issued Scientific 
Collection Permit

• List of any relevant current or pending permits

Department of Fish and Wildlife
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