
2025-2027 
Biodiversity Decision Package: 
The path to full funding

FY24
≈$8 M

FY25
≈$15 M

FY26
≈$21 M

FY27
≈$24 M

Actions to recover most 
imperiled species 
• Implement known threatened 
and endangered species recovery 
actions including supporting 
partner actions with pass-through 
funding

Improved protection of 
habitats/ecosystems 
• Increase technical assistance 
and guidance efforts to Growth 
Management Act (GMA) plan 
reviews and updates
• Update critical guidance 
products to support local 
governments and partner 
conservation actions/planning
• Improve fish and fish habitat 
protection by completing civil 
compliance staffing

Examples
• Recovery projects for pygmy 
rabbits, northwestern pond turtles, 
northern leopard frog, Taylor’s 
checkerspot butterfly, island marble 
butterfly, and sharp-tailed grouse
• Pass-through funding to our
partners to continue pinto abalone 
and Olympia oyster recovery

Finalize initial guidance 
products and expand 
technical assistance 
support to second round 
GMA planning updates
• Expand focus on imperiled 
species recovery plan development 
and implementation of conservation 
actions that have not yet begun
• Support partnerships, public 
engagement, and conservation 
education 

Examples
• Increasing recovery actions for 
listed species such as eulachon, bull 
trout and lamprey
• Pass-through funding to University 
of Washington to assess threats 
and determine management actions 
for newly listed Cascade red fox
• Bring fish and wildlife protection 
priorities into the second round of 
comprehensive plan updates in 
Clark, Lewis, Thurston, Mason, 
Jefferson, and Clallam counties

Expanded capacity to 
assess status and threats 
of unlisted Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need 
(both fish and wildlife 
species) and incorporate 
that knowledge into 
conservation planning and 
guidance documents to 
minimize new listings
 
Increased restoration 
capacity for watershed 
health including an 
emphasis on terrestrial 
habitat conditions and 
climate resiliency

Expand scientific knowledge 
for species and ecosystem 
protection and restoration 
needs

Examples
• Pass through funding to WSU to 
assess jackrabbit distribution in 
shrubsteppe habitats with camera 
traps and other assessment methods
• Pass through funding to Xerces 
and other invertebrate conservation 
partners to assess status, threats, 
and conservation actions for 
terrestrial invertebrate SGCN, 
including pollinators
• Identify and design projects that 
restore native forest cover near 
major wildlife crossings

Expanding habitat 
restoration efforts (with an 
increased emphasis on 
terrestrial ecosystems) and 
species and habitat status 
and threats work
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Goals: Vastly expand 
and improve the 
effectiveness of 
habitat protection and 
restoration efforts, 
implement species 
recovery actions, and 
increase our 
knowledge about 
Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need 
(SGCN) populations to: 
1. Increase the scope and 
scale of biodiversity 
recovery in Washington
 
2. Prevent the need for future 
listings under the federal 
Endangered Species Act 
(ESA)
 
3. Provide scientific feedback 
to influence habitat 
protection and restoration 
and recovery efforts

Request this information in an alternative format or language at wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-accommodation, 
833-885-1012, TTY (711), or CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov

These fiscal year priorities build on each other over a four-year  
investment, delivering the full suite of protection, recovery, and 
restoration priorities identified in the request. There is flexibility 
to shift priority work up depending on the
levels of funding received within the 
final budget. 


