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2025-27 
Maintain Total Funding 

at $6.0 million

Contact information: 
Cynthia Wilkerson 
Deputy Director, 
Wildlife Program 
Cynthia.Wilkerson@dfw.wa.gov 

Forest Health and Resiliency 

06 March 2025 Request this information in an alternative format or language at wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/
requests-accommodation, 833-885-1012, TTY (711), or CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov.

Success Story: Forest Health 
Treatments Across Time,

Ramsey Creek Wildlife Area

WDFW aims to enhance the health of 100,000 acres of forested lands by 2037. With 
adequate funding, WDFW can average 5,000 acres of treatments per year, reducing 
wildfire risk and promoting species biodiversity. To achieve our vision, we seek $6 
million for 2025-27 to advance vital initiatives and protect WDFW-managed lands.

Pre-thinning, 2018

Post-prescribed burn, 2024

Post-thinning, 2019

*agency indirect removed to mirror capital 
budget

Treatment Progress 
2014-2025

27,282 $40.1 M 
reported total 

treatment acres
total spending in Forest 

Health treatments

Biennium Total Funding

2013-15 $618,000

2015-17 $2.4 million

2017-19 $10 million

2019-21 $5.4 million

2021-23 $6 million

2023-25 $4 million

2024 
Supplemental

$2 million 
per FY*

2025-27 $1.2 million*

Base Funding Levels Key Points

• Gov Inslee's Book 2 proposed budget 
represents an 80% cut to WDFW’s forest 
health and resilience work.

• These devastating cuts are on top of 
increasing costs of land management.
◦ WDFW’s economist estimates an 81.9% 

increase in land management costs since 
2016, costs which directly carry over to 
forest health activities.

• The reduction will result in:
◦ 3,000 fewer acres treated
◦ Sole reliance on contracted crews for 

prescribed burning, with loss of 
institutional knowledge and specific skills

◦ Increased wildfire risk and intensity with 
fewer treatments puts communities at 
higher risk, where WDFW lands are 
nearer to communities

Forest Health Activity and Spending per Biennium

https://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=9b46358c50cb4ac99325991d23c4157f
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/DFW-budget/Decision%20Package%20Resources/2025-27BN_Budget%20Development/2025-27BN_Operating_Budget_Submittal/Decision%20Packages_PL/FH%20-%20Forest%20Health%20%26%20Fuel%20Reduction/Ramsey%20Creek%20-Methow%20WLA%20FM%20Narrative_V4.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=7WciTg

