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Washington Habitat Connectlwty Action Plan

Collaborative partnership to
prioritize places and projects to

protect and enhance habitat
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Providing spatial data and technical
assistance to help planners designate
and protect critical fish and wildlife
habitat including

Biodiversity Areas and Corridors
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Transportation Workshop Objectives

e Describe the changes and updates made to the landscape prioritization layer.
e Describe changes to the transportation analysis and prioritization layers.

e Share the updated — and FINAL — statewide priority products which include:
o A map of the statewide highway system with every 1-mile segment assigned
an ecological and safety score.
o A long list of ~ 156 priority locations for road mitigation to improve habitat
connectivity at the statewide scale.
o A short list of 38 priority locations that are the highest priorities for large-
scale projects.

Department of Fish and Wildlife



Agenda

Part 1: Presentations

1) Julia Michalak, WDFW (20 min presentation)
* WAHCAP overview.

* Changes and updates to the ecological prioritization layer.
2) Glen Kalisz, WSDOT (60 min presentation)

* Transportation analysis methods updates.
* Review updated priority locations.
* Understand final Transportation priority products.

3) QRA

T
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Agenda

Part 2:

Break-out groups

1) How would you use these transportation priority products to inform your
conservation work?

2) What programs, plans, partnerships, and funding opportunities do you work with
that could support connectivity conservation for these priority transportation areas?

3) What other information would be helpful to prioritize and implement these
transportation priorities?

Large group share out
Wrap up and next steps

—
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Both road crossings and Iandscpe
connectivity.

.
Focus on terrestrial connectivity.

%

Build from what we have.

Support and amplify existing
connectivity work.

Focus on action not analysis.



Tribal engagement

June 2023 - Tribal Briefing Webinar
Feb 2024 — Email invitation first to Tribal Chairs, next to Natural Resource staff

*  Provided survey on
Preferred options for engagement.
Data priorities.
Sensitivities around mapping Tribal lands.

« Offered to meet 1:1 with WDFW about tribal data and priorities.
«  Offered Advisory Group participation.

April 2024 — hosted a booth and presented at ATNI Tribal Climate Summit

Sept 2024 — Washington Habitat Connectivity Action Plan Tribal Webinar — Data review
Feb 2025 - Washington Habitat Connectivity Action Plan Tribal Webinar — Priorities review
April 9, 2025 — Tribal Strategies Workshop

—
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Technical Advisory Group

* Developing and reviewing new

models
« Species data deep dive
* Prioritization metrics

 How to combine/weight data

* Trouble shooting results

Information about Tribal
participation and engagement
Is available upon request.
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Implementation Advisory
Group

« What connectivity work do you do?

= gk washington Conservation
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data we can improve on?

 How do we prioritize locations?

e What data format or displays
do you need?

Information about Tribal e
participation and engagement .

Is available upon request.
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Goal 1: Provide spatial data to inform connectivity
conservation at multiple scales

Objective 1: Avoid negative impacts to biodiversity functions and
values through planning.

Objective 2: Direct conservation actions to the highest value locations.
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Goal 2: Identify priority locations

« Critical to statewide connectivity.

« High conservation value based
on multiple connectivity values.

« Urgently threatened with loss or
degradation.

 Different priorities for different
actions, funding opportunities,
and scales.
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Review Compare Understand New Data

Existing data and priorities k

WAHCAP
synthesis

Select

WAHCAP Prioritize

Maps and Revise
Priority

Locations
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Goal 4: Mainstream connectivity conservation

|dentify priority implementation actions
for habitat connectivity.

Help existing plans, policies, programs,
and funding opportunities support
connectivity priorities.

|dentify regional needs and ,- ) = N \ BN i
opportunities for improved connectivity RS ;
Implementation.

Clarify how WDFW, WSDOT, and
WAHCAP partners can support these
efforts.

\6); Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Existing work...

Washington Connected Landscapes Project: Statewide Analysis

Columbia Plateau Ecoregional Analysis

Cascades To Coast Analysis

The Washington-British Columbia Transboundary Climate-connectivity Project

WASHINGTON CONNECTED

%4
Yy
P

3 3, i WASHINGTON CONNECTED [ ‘ { LANDSCAPES PROJECT: 3 ‘ § WASHINGTON CONNECTED The Washington-British Columbia
:_‘. . L.ANDSCAPES PROJECT. :\; . ANALYSIS OF THE :r."- i LANDSCAPES PROJECT: Transboundary Climate-Connectivity Project:
‘“-Il - COLUMBIA PLATEAU ECOREG[ON Climate impacts and adaptation actions for wildlife habitat connectivity

in the transboundary region of Washington and British Columbia

STATEWIDE ANALYSIS . % . CASCADES TO COAST ANALYSIS

WASHINGTON WILDLIFE HABITAT CONNECTIVITY CLIMATE

WORKING GROUP XSl Prepared by the
WASHINGTON WILDLIFE HABITAT = 2 2 WASHINGTON WILDLIFE HABITAT EYEA Ciimate Impacts Group
CONNECTIVITY WORKING GROUP BRI M University of Washington

CONNECTIVITY WORKING GROUP

DECEMBER 2010 April 30, 2016

JULY 2022
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WAHCAP Connectivity Values Additions and Changes
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Recognizing and
connecting with
local plans

Whatcom County
« City of Bellingham

« Jefferson Land Trust

* Pierce County
« 777

Not included in the spatial analysis —
will be referenced in the report.

—
@; Department of Fish and Wildlife

Climate Resilient
Conservation
Opportunity Areas
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Landscape connectivity value
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Wrap-up and next steps
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2. ldentify priorities

2. Synthesize
3. Use fine-

scaled data
to plan and
implement

1. Layers of connectivity values &
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4. |dentify priority
implementation actions.
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Next steps

Emailed comments are welcome any time. Our last formal
comment period will be May 1-23 on the full report.

Aprll 1-10, 2025.

Land Use Planning, Tuesday, April 1, 1-4pm
 Public Lands Management, Wednesday, April 9, 9am-12pm
* Voluntary Conservation Incentives, Thursday, April 10, 9am-12pm
 Dedicated Tribal Workshop, Wednesday, April 9, 1-4pm

May 1-23, 2025: Final comment period on draft report.
June 30, 2025: Final report.

T
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Thank you!

Washington Habitat Connectivity

Julia.Michalak@dfw.wa.gov Action Plan Mailing List



mailto:Julia.Michalak@dfw.wa.gov
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/habitat-recovery/connectivity/action-plan
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/habitat-recovery/connectivity/action-plan

Tribal engagement

e June 2023: Project introduction to Tribal networks. September 2023: Email follow-up
with Tribes.

e February 2024: WDFW sent formal letters to Chairpersons of Washington’s federally-
recognized Tribes.

* WDFW receiving responses from 8 Tribes.

* WDFW hosted four one-on-one meetings with representatives from 5 Tribes who had
requested conversations.

* From these conversations, Tribal staff from five Tribes expressed interest in

participating on the Technical Advisory Group (TAG).

From these conversations, Tribal staff from two Tribes expressed interest in

participating on the Implementation Advisory Group (IAG).

April 2024: ATNI Tribal Climate Summit. September 2024: WAHCAP Data Review Tribal
Webinar.

e February 2025: WAHCAP Priorities, Dedicated Tribal Workshop.

T
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