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PHS – LUCP NexusOverview

• Federal

• State

• Local
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Market-based Solutions 

Photo courtesy of USFWS



Federal Incentive Programs
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Farm Bill Conservation Programs

1. Working Lands
2. Conservation Reserve Program
3. Easements
4. Partnerships

“4 Buckets”



WORKING LANDS PROGRAMS
NRCS Funded:

EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentives Program)
CSP (Conservation Stewardship Program)
CIG (Conservation Innovation Grants)
WLFW (Working Lands for Wildlife)
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Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) 

• Technical and Financial Assistance

• Field and specialty crops, livestock and 
grazing, and pvt. non-industrial forestry. 

• EQIP goal to enhance natural resources, 
including wildlife habitat.
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

• Technical and Financial Assistance

• Cropland, grasslands, pasture, 
rangelands, non-industrial forestlands, 
and other pvt ag lands.

• Implements plans to expand the benefits 
of existing implemented programs. 



CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP)

• FSA Funded

• Cover and plantings

• Payments and cost share

• Eligibility

FSA CRP Info @ https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/conservation-reserve-program

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/conservation-reserve-program
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Conservation Reserve Program

• General sign up

• Continuous CRP
» State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (mostly used in 

eastern WA)
» Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (mostly 

used in western WA)



EASEMENT PROGRAMS

NRCS Funded
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Easement Programs

• Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)

• Healthy Forests Reserve Program
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Other Federal Easement Programs

• Forest Legacy Program

» Administered by USFS in partnership with State agencies 
(DNR in WA) 

» Conserves environmentally important forests threatened 
by conversion to non-forest uses through easements.

» Opportunity to enroll large tracts of working forest

» Option for permanent easement.



State Administered Programs



Department of Fish and Wildlife

State Managed Easement 
Programs

Farm 
• Farmland Preservation Grant (RCO)
• Farmland Protection and Land Access Program (WCC)

Forestry
• Forestland Preservation Grant (RCO)
• Community Forest Trust Program (DNR)
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Other State Managed 
Incentive Programs

• Service Forestry (DNR)

• Natural Resource Investments (SCC)

• Carbon Credits and Payments for Ecosystem 
Services (RCO)



Locally Administered Programs
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Local Incentive 
Programs & Voluntary 

Measures
• Transfer (Purchase) of Development Rights (TDR)

• Current Use Taxation Programs

• Open Space Tax Programs

• Conservation Futures

• Conservation Easements

• Many more programs!
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Conservation Program Explorer Tool

https://www.ctoclc.org/conservation-program-explorer-subregion

https://www.ctoclc.org/conservation-program-explorer-subregion
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Thanks!
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Next Steps

Washington Habitat Connectivity Action Plan
• Report Review –  May 1 through May 23

• Report finalized – June 30

Cascades to Coast Landscape Collaborative (CCLC)
• Roll up responses from break out groups (themes)

• Report out

• Send survey to you all

• Find high priority actions to collaboratively tackle?
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