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Washington Habitat Connectivity Action Plan
Collaborative partnership to
prioritize places and projects to

protect and enhance habitat
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Providing spatial data and technical
assistance to help planners designate
and protect critical fish and wildlife
habitat including

Biodiversity Areas and Corridors
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Conservation Incentives Workshop Objectives

e Provide an overview of and update on the WAHCAP project.
e Share examples of conservation incentive programs.

e |dentify implementation actions associated with voluntary
Incentives.

e Review and discuss implementation options for specific regions,
locations and organizations.
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1: 00-1 {1 Welcome and brief overview of agenda Julia Michalak,

1.10-1.30 WAHCAP overview: WDFW

1) Project introduction, overview, and updates
2) Landscape connectivity values and maps

{12 B 8 Transportation analysis and priority list: Glen Kalisz,

1) Safety and ecological priorities analyses WSDOT
2) Priority locations

a. Full state highway ranking map
b.Long list of transportation priorities
c. Short list of transportation priorities

VAT Q& A Jessica Shafer,
Shafer Consulting
12 05 72450 Break
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Overview of conservation incentive programs and
10:35 habitat connectivity
WAHCAP map applications Julia Michalak,
10:45 WDFW
10:45- Breakout Group Discussion: Small groups
11:30 1) What conservation incentive programs are working well to facilitated by
support habitat connectivity conservation? WAHCAP Core Team

2) How could conservation incentive programs be improved
to better to support landowners and habitat connectivity
goals?

3) What recommended strategies or action items do you
have to improve implementation of conservation incentive
programs to support habitat connectivity conservation?

Group share-outs Jessica Shafer, Shafer
11:50 Consulting
11:50- Next Steps Julia Michalak,
12:00 WDFW
=)
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Connecting*i or Washington’s on’s Wildlife

Developing the Washington Habitat Connectivity Action Plan
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Both road crossings and landscape
‘connectivity.

®
Focus on terrestrial connectivity.

%

Build from what we have.

Support and amplify existing
connectivity work.

Focus on action not analysis.



Tribal engagement

June 2023 - Tribal Briefing Webinar
Feb 2024 — Email invitation first to Tribal Chairs, next to Natural Resource staff
*  Provided survey on

*  Preferred options for engagement.
«  Data priorities.
«  Sensitivities around mapping Tribal lands.
« Offered to meet 1:1 with WDFW about tribal data and priorities.

«  Offered Advisory Group participation.

April 2024 — hosted a booth and presented at ATNI Tribal Climate Summit

Sept 2024 — Washington Habitat Connectivity Action Plan Tribal Webinar — Data review
Feb 2025 - Washington Habitat Connectivity Action Plan Tribal Webinar — Priorities review
April 9, 2025 — Tribal Strategies Workshop
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Technical Advisory Group

Developing and reviewing new

models
Species data deep dive

Prioritization metrics
How to combine/weight data

Trouble shooting results

Information about Tribal

participation and engagement M
s available upon request. = <o TR
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Implementation Advisory
Group

* What connectivity work do you do?

Washington Conservation
Department of Northwest
FISH & —=> > Keeping the Northwest Wild

WILDLIFE

« What are limitations of existing
data we can improve on?

Washington State

A :
Washington State (éonseryat,lon
" Department of Transportation ~0MmMission

 How do we prioritize locations? jan
Audubon

« What data format or displays
do you need?

Information about Tribal
participation and engagement
IS available upon request.
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State Connectivity Action Plans

|

Maps showing where - o
connectivity is. T [

A STRATEGY FOR
CONSERVING A
N (CONNECTED CALIFORNLA

Oregon Connectivity Assessment FEBRUARY 2010

and Mapping Project

Prl.orl.ties fo r ta ki n g a Ct i O n . Implementation Plan " : . EH E.:Lllll%l:.';'\::i:l::ff:'f|'.’.f.‘[f.‘4',i'.‘..“
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New Mexico Wildlife Corridors

Strategies for coordinated g
implementation.
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Goal 1: Provide spatial data to inform connectivity
conservation at multiple scales

Objective 1: Avoid negative impacts to biodiversity functions and
values through planning.

Objective 2: Direct conservation actions to the highest value locations.

Department of Fish and Wildlife



Goal 2: Identify priority locations

« Critical to statewide connectivity.

» High conservation value based
on multiple connectivity values.

» Urgently threatened with loss or
degradation.

 Different priorities for different
actions, funding opportunities,
and scales.

——
@; Department of Fish and Wildlife



Review Compare Understand New Data

Existing data and priorities L

WAHCAP
synthesis

Select

WAHCAP Prioritize

Maps and Revise
Priority

Locations
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adaptive process

. " Review and revise in future years

=g )/ DepartmentofFish and Wildlife




Goal 4: Mainstream connectivity conservation

|dentify priority implementation actions
for habitat connectivity.

Help existing plans, policies, programs,
and funding opportunities support
connectivity priorities.

|dentify regional needs and ,- & ,.'t | B ing
opportunities for improved connectivity . ¢
implementation.

Clarify how WDFW, WSDOT, and
WAHCAP partners can support these
efforts.

\6); Department of Fish and Wildlife




State Connectivity Action Plans

Maps showing where
connectivity is.

Priorities for taking action.

Strategies for coordinated
implementation.

|
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Oregon Connectivity Assessment FEERUARY 2010
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Existing work...

Washington Connected Landscapes Project: Statewide Analysis

Columbia Plateau Ecoregional Analysis

Cascades To Coast Analysis

The Washington-British Columbia Transboundary Climate-connectivity Project
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The Washington-British Columbia
Transboundary Climate-Connectivity Project:

Climate impacts and adaptation actions for wildlife habitat connectivity
in the transboundary region of Washington and British Columbia

Prepared by the

Climate Impacts Group
[l University of Washington

7 — April 30, 2016
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WAHCAP Connectivity Values Additions and Changes
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State Connectivity Action Plans
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" CALIFORNIA

Maps showing where e
r S ot HABITAT
T ! : = CONNECTIVITY

ConneCtlvrty IS. ProOjECT:
A STRATEGY FOR
CONSERVING A
N (CONNECTED CALIFORNLA

Oregon Connectivity Assessment FEERUARY 2010

and Mapping Project

Prl.orl.ties fo r ta ki n g a Ct i O n . Implementation Plan " : . EH E.:Lllll%l:.';'\::i:l::ff:'f|'.’.f.‘[f.‘4',i'.‘..“
Ml /B3 V =8e

New Mexico Wildlife Corridors

Strategies for coordinated o1
implementation.

of Transportation and



Combining all layers

10#‘0“ o 5 ‘-,é" ® -~
Locally rescaled Prairies Species of Greatest Network
ecosystem Conservation Need importance
services

&Y. Abbotsford
RIS

Locally rescaled Permeability Climate path WSRRI ALI-BAC
focal species corridors
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Synthesized landscape connectivity values
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WAHCAP applications for conservation
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Synthesized landscape connectivity values
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Public and private lands

Both critically important.
o \?Spéb_?ane
Both need conservation attention. o
";;E X g - : . : . 3 %Lewistc
Conservation actions, approaches, S ORI K s
: {oporﬂandf B ™ I )/

\ L = § F ’I
WA State Parks GIS, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, Bureau of Land Management, EBRL MP; USFW_é,
M OUN-TAE‘MSUS@S

funding, and opportunities are
Ve ry d Iffe rent. - GAP 1: Managéd for biodiversity — natural disturbance
allowed
I

GAP 2: Managed for biodiversity — natural disturbance

suppressed
GAP 3: No conversion, extraction permitted

GAP 4: No protection mandate
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Private lands and connectivity conservation

{‘ f 4 Grand Forks
L, W .

Duncan
5

 Connect existing protected T
lands.

e “Buffer” impacts from
activities adjacent to public
lands.

SSColumbia

NOTE: Reservation lands are
grayed out but not assumed to
be protected or unprotected

s
~— -~

< £ TN, i SR O -
——
@; Department of Fish and Wildlife



Private lands and connect1v1ty conservatlon

GdFk

Opportunities for strong
co-benefits between
working lands and
connectivity functions.

Forestry and agriculture
are permeable to many
species.

Implementing agricultural
and forestry Best

. S B T S
Management Practices can S g e f& f I
g R A - ' ,,.-'- - ‘;‘ ----- Umatilla —-Ir"'-l' ™~ Tt

improve permeability.
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High value connectivity and high solar development pressure
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Wrap-up and next steps




Next steps

Emailed comments are welcome any time. Our last formal
comment period will be May 1-23 on the full report.

Strategy workshops are complete —recordings and slides are

or will be available on our website (google Washington Habitat

Connectivity Action Plan)
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/habitat-recovery/connectivity/action-plan

May 1-23, 2025: Final comment period on draft report.

June 30, 2025: Final report.
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https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/habitat-recovery/connectivity/action-plan

Thank youl

Washington Habitat Connectivity
Action Plan Mailing List
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