
  
 

 
June 30, 2025 
 
 
 
Mr. Scott Davis 
Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Interior –  
Exercising the delegated authority of the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs  
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW, MS-4660-MIB 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
RE: Bureau of Indian Affairs Branch of Tribal Community Resilience – Invasive European 
Green Crab Funding Awards 
 
Mr. Davis,  
 
This letter is to convey strong support for the U.S Bureau of Indian Affairs’ (BIA) efforts and 
funding to address invasive European green crab (Carcinus maenas) in nearshore marine and 
estuarine ecosystems in the BIA’s Northwest and Alaska Regions. European green crabs pose an 
immediate threat to tribal culture and economies, as well as trust and treaty resources. It is our 
understanding that awards supporting initiatives that will protect tribal fishing and shellfishing 
businesses and restore high-quality habitat for native species have been frozen.  
 
In 2024, BIA was provided $5 million in Tribal Community Resilience funding to address 
European green crab through the BIA Northwest Region and Alaska Region programs. Of that 
total, $500,000 was directed to the BIA Alaska Region and BIA Northwest Region sought 
applications for $2.4 million to support tribes who have existing European green crab trapping 
and monitoring programs, and aid Tribes who need to establish these programs.  
 
Applications were collected and ranked, outlining awards for trapping, monitoring, research, 
habitat restoration and other short or long-term strategic approaches to combat the spread of the 
invasive species. Projects submitted for consideration focused on alleviating or preventing 
invasive European green crab impacts on tribal trust lands, individual Indian allotment lands, or 
in areas managed by tribes through treaties or agreements.  
 
This frozen funding is critically important to successfully address this shared problem at regional 
scales and we respectfully request proceeding.  
 
Sincerely,  
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Kelly Susewind 
Director 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 

 
 
 
Victor Johnson 
Deputy Director II 
Lummi Natural Resources 

 

Larry Epstein 
Deputy Director 
Puget Sound Partnership 

  
 

 
 
W. Ron Allen 
Tribal Chairman/CEO 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 

 

 
Margaret A. Pilaro  
Executive Director 
Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association 

  

 
Larissa Pfleeger-Ritzman 
Director, Natural Resources 
Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe 

 
 
CC:  
Bryan Mercier, Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Johnna Blackhair, Deputy Director for Trust Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Dan Galvin, Northwest Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Rudy Peone, Northwest Regional Deputy Director of Trust Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Jolene John, Alaska Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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June 11, 2025

Mr. Scott Davis

Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Interior –  

Exercising the delegated authority of the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs

Bureau of Indian Affairs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street NW, MS-4660-MIB

Washington, DC 20240

RE: Bureau of Indian Affairs Branch of Tribal Community Resilience – Invasive European Green Crab Funding

Awards

Mr. Davis,  

This letter is to convey strong support for the U.S Bureau of Indian Affairs’ (BIA) efforts and funding to address

invasive European green crab (Carcinus maenas) in nearshore marine and estuarine ecosystems in the BIA’s

Northwest and Alaska Regions. European green crabs pose an immediate threat to tribal culture and

economies, as well as trust and treaty resources. It is our understanding that awards supporting initiatives that

will protect tribal fishing and shellfishing businesses and restore high -quality habitat for native species have

been frozen.  

In 2024, BIA was provided $5 million in Tribal Community Resilience funding to address European green crab

through the BIA Northwest Region and Alaska Region programs. Of that total, $500,000 was directed to the

BIA Alaska Region and BIA Northwest Region sought applications for $2.4 million to support tribes who have

existing European green crab trapping and monitoring programs, and aid Tribes who need to establish these

programs.  

Applications were collected and ranked, outlining awards for trapping, monitoring, research, habitat

restoration and other short or long-term strategic approaches to combat the spread of the invasive species. 

Projects submitted for consideration focused on alleviating or preventing invasive European green crab

impacts on tribal trust lands, individual Indian allotment lands, or in areas managed by tribes through treaties

or agreements.  



MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 217 • ANACORTES, WA 98221

LOCATION: 2918 COMMERCIAL AVE • ANACORTES, WA 98221

PHONE: ( 360) 293-6404 • FAX: ( 360) 299-0790 • www.samishtribe. nsn.us

This frozen funding is critically important to successfully address this shared problem at regional scales and we

respectfully request proceeding.  

Sincerely,  

Thomas D. Wooten

Tribal Chair

Samish Indian Nation

CC:  

Bryan Mercier, Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs

Johnna Blackhair, Deputy Director for Trust Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs

Dan Galvin, Northwest Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs

Rudy Peone, Northwest Regional Deputy Director of Trust Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs

Jolene John, Alaska Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs



  

 

 
 
 
June 26, 2025 
 
Mr. Scott Davis 
 
Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Interior 
Exercising the delegated authority of the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs 
Bureau of Indian Affairs  
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW, MS-4660-MIB 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Re: Bureau of Indian Affairs Branch of Tribal Community Resilience – Invasive European Green 
Crab Funding Awards 
 
Mr. Davis,  
 
This letter is to convey strong support for the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs’ (BIA) efforts and 
funding to address invasive European green crab (Carcinus maenas) in nearshore marine and 
estuarine ecosystems in the BIA’s Northwest and Alaska Regions. European green crabs pose an 
immediate threat to tribal culture and economies, as well as trust and treaty resources. It is our 
understanding that awards supporting initiatives that will protect tribal fishing and shellfishing 
businesses and restore high-quality habitat for native species have been frozen.  
 
In 2024, BIA was provided $5 million in Tribal Community Resilience funding to address 
European green crab through the BIA Northwest Region and Alaska Region programs. Of that 
total, $500,000 was directed to the BIA Alaska Region and BIA Northwest Region sought 
applications for $2.4 million to support tribes who have existing European green crab trapping 
and monitoring programs, and aid Tribes who need to establish these programs.  
 
Applications were collected and ranked, outlining awards for trapping, monitoring, research, 
habitat restoration and other short or long-term strategic approaches to combat the spread of the 
invasive species. Projects submitted for consideration focused on alleviating or preventing 
invasive European green crab impacts on tribal trust lands, individual Indian allotment lands, or 
in areas managed by tribes through treaties or agreements.  
 
This frozen funding is critically important to successfully address this shared problem at regional 
scales and we respectfully request proceeding.  
 
Sincerely,  
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Chairman Timothy J. Greene Sr. 
Makah Tribal Council 
 
CC:  
Bryan Mercier, Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Johnna Blackhair, Deputy Director for Trust Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Dan Galvin, Northwest Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Rudy Peone, Northwest Regional Deputy Director of Trust Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Jolene John, Alaska Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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