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PUGET SOUND RECREATIONAL FISHERIES ENHANCEMENT OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE MINUTES October 24, 2011 
 
MEETING CALLED BY Clint Muns 
TYPE OF MEETING Advisory Group 
FACILITATOR Steve Thiesfeld 
NOTE TAKER Colleen Desselle 
ATTENDEES Clint Muns, Randy Aho, Jim Jenkins, Ron Akins, Don Freeman, David Puki, 

Rich Eltrich, Dave Knudsen, Matt Parnell, Norm Reinhardt, Mike Gilchrist, 
Dave Croonquist, Ron Warren, Colleen Desselle, Tara Livingood, James 
Dixon, Steve Thiesfeld  

 
Agenda Topics   
DISCUSSION Introductions 
 
CONCLUSIONS N/A 
 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
   
 
DISCUSSION Agenda Items. 
 
CONCLUSIONS No changes to agenda. 
 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
   
   
DISCUSSION February and May Minutes 
 
CONCLUSIONS Accepted as presented. 
 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
 
   
DISCUSSION June Minutes 
 
CONCLUSIONS Accepted as presented. 
 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
   
   
DISCUSSION Possible Production Changes – Steve Thiesfeld/Ron Warren 
James Dixon indicated that the Puget Sound Hatchery Action Advisory Committee (meeting for last three 
months) has a process in place regarding production in Puget Sound.  The committee was put together to 
help the agency when going into meetings with co-managers about discussing agreements about the 
Puget Sound basin.  We are asking pretty directed questions, but by species about where we should 
focus on those programs, where we should focus on conservation programs going watershed-by-
watershed.  On our agency web site in our hatcheries section there is a link to the advisory group and it 
has all the documents we have handed out and some of the summary tables and notes from the 
meetings.  This is about how we improve recovery. 
 
I am going to start where we left off for the 2011/13 production for PSRE to remind everybody of where 
we were.  In October we started our process to figure how to get through the biennium. 
CONCLUSIONS The group is to have a conference call to discuss this.   We will Doodle Poll a 
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date for this call. 
Primarily there are two things: (before we go on, let’s pass out this document [Attachment 2] that we 
prepared for and sent to the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission that recaps our production 
reductions over the course of the last three years) so it works from left to right of just the particular areas 
within Puget Sound and the Washington coast starting with our 2009 steelhead production, the proposed 
reduction column identifies what we have proposed to lead into discussions with tribes and local groups, 
the actual reduction taken  (in many cases the reductions are similar or the same) and then just to give 
further breakdown what those species compositions were and the numbers and pounds.  That leads us 
into the 2011 (the blue section) that is pounds of salmon and steelhead produced, then the proposed 
reduction based upon the letter, and what the species and numbers and pounds are in each of those.  
This is a snapshot of the history we just talked about.  In the last section is the proposed reduction 
package that went to OFM – the 10% package that talks about the Sammish/Hoodsport reduction.  You 
will notice in that package, not that it is within Puget Sound, but we also proposed a complete elimination 
of commercial fishing in Grays Harbor and a closure of the Nemah Hatchery in Willapa Bay.  So, it is not 
just here in Puget Sound, but very, very broad and very, very deep.  I will walk you through what I think 
the base is.  Going back to the when the base was, which I hope was after your most recent meeting, we 
had Icy program at 300,000, the Wallace yearlings at 250,000, the Soos zeros (which I know has been a 
topic of discussion within the group), Garrison, the Chambers/Lakewood program is broken out a little bit 
more thoroughly here because of some work that we did there, the Hoodsport yearlings, the Minter/Gorst 
Creek zeros, the Minter Creek yearlings, and then this miscellaneous piece is the Glenwood egg-take fish 
health, the coordinator position, marine fish enhancement, the lingcod, Glenwood Springs zeros, the Lake 
Washington sockeye work, and the coded-wire tag work.  These are annual budgets, not biennial.  Soos 
is not shown with the 125 reduction.   
 
Hupp Springs – conservation program production levels is a total of about 700,000 unmarked fish; 
400,000 zeros, 70,000 yearlings, and up to 300,000-350,000 for the acclimation ponds on the White.  
Ponds are numbers in pounds of reductions. 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Conference call. Steve Thiesfeld Doodle Poll tomorrow.  Conference call as 

soon as possible. 
   
DISCUSSION Legislative Goals Process 
There are many questions: Has there been an analysis and a starting point for improvement?  Why not 
have halibut instead of lingcod?  Do we want to change the wording from lingcod to bottomfish (which 
does not include halibut)?   
CONCLUSIONS 1). Start with this group exchanging information amongst each other, and 

Tara and Steve could get information from others in the agency. 
2). Build the web page on our group. 
3). Get information out on the Weekender Report. 
4). Need to provide an outreach.  Can we print and distribute at public/private 
events to reach targeted audience/s? 
5) Put creel data out there. 
6). Have a web site with links to recreational fisheries, get other constituents 
to feed information to it for the greater good. 
7). Get new anglers out there fishing. 

Halibut are controlled by the IPHC.  Halibut we fish do not spawn here but in Vancouver or Alaska.  Steve 
clarified how the data on halibut is really used.  Would like the support of the Committee to change the 
way data is collected on halibut fisheries.  Suggestions included: 1) We could list as bottomfish and have 
a bullet list of the species we are currently working with.  Lingcod were chosen because they were on the 
priority list for the agency.  It has been demonstrated that the lingcod can recover quite easily; 2) Add a 
page to the annual Fishing Pamphlet.  This is thought out well ahead of time with a set an amount of 
pages, and if a page has to be added it may require adding 3 more pages to make 4 new pages; 3) Get 
real-time data on where fish are biting to the public via web no more than 10 days, not on WDFW web 
page, but one such as facebook or Twitter.  The calendar of when and where to fish based on statistics is 
more reliable; 4) Get new anglers out there fishing.  How?  Word of mouth, take them fishing and ensure 
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they have a good time regardless if they catch any fish to include people who have never fished, people 
who have fished but not had a good time, and/or people who own a boat but have given up.  Advertise in 
different venues.  Take someone you would not normally take to go fishing.  Teach them; 5) Create a 
subcommittee for this; The agency did hire a freshwater staff person to do research on this type of thing. 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Create subcommittee   
 
DISCUSSION Budget Updates 
 
CONCLUSIONS Expenditures have not been as high as projected. 
 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Report next meeting. Steve Thiesfeld  
   
DISCUSSION Update from Sub-Committee on PSRE Operations 
Tabled progression forward based on goals and objectives.  Need to know objectives first.  Tara has sent 
catch statistics and such.  We need to know what our production levels will be. 
CONCLUSIONS Dave wants to work with Tara to devise a 1-pager. 
 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Devise a 1-page 
document on objectives 

Tara Livingood and Dave Knudsen  

   
DISCUSSION Dedicated Funds Survey Methodology 
There are three funds that are part of the funds survey program: Regional Fish Enhancement Group, 
Warmwater Enhancement Fund, and the PSRE Fund. The cost is about $24,000-25,000 per year split 
between the three programs, which makes our costs about $8,000 per year.  The RFEG folks have come 
to the agency and requested that we re-evaluate doing the annual survey where we determine if there is 
anything going into this program.  They wanted us to go to the Legislature try to get it removed from the 
warmwater legislation and after discussion about the risks involved when introducing legislation, they 
decided to table their request.  We had at one time talked about using the license sales system to ask the 
survey questions –They have since withdrawn that request.  Maybe, even though they have withdrawn 
that request, perhaps we should continue to pursue the idea asking questions when the licenses sold and 
see if that would save us some funds and provide better data.   
CONCLUSIONS  
Be aware that there may be some changes on how we get surveys done. 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
Tabled for now. Steve Thiesfeld  
   
DISCUSSION Coho Petition 
Request for consideration: would like us to consider  putting some funding into coho production.  People 
complain that they would like to know why the $10 they put into the license does not improve the coho 
fishery.  How much production do we have?  Steve stated that there is a lot.  What kind of net pen 
production do we have?  Are there potential places to put into coho production?  There is probably 
reduction in production as much as survival rates. 
CONCLUSIONS We are sympathetic.  If could find a way to include in Puget Sound, we should 

do it.  Coho are not surviving in Puget Sound part of South Sound.  We could 
look at funding a coho program. 

 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
On radar – priority is to 
get additional 
information. 
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DISCUSSION Questions and Answers 
Are we doing anything to figure out why our fish are not surviving? 
CONCLUSIONS  
Yearling Chinook is a production.  Resident coho and Chinook are mother nature’s fish that the winter 
blackmouth program is flawed is inaccurate.  Identify the cause as it is unknown.  The work is being done, 
but it is not known by whom and where. 
ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 
The state is studying this 
through People for Puget 
Sound and other groups. 

  

 
OBSERVERS  
RESOURCE PERSONS Tara Livingood 
SPECIAL NOTES  
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