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Small Game Seasons 

• Brief Overview  
• Game Mgmt Plan  
• History of Participation Rates 
• 2012 Proposals 
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Small game covers a fairly large group of species from waterfowl to raccoons.  Most migratory bird regulations are set at the August Commission meeting except those seasons that start in September.  For most species other than migratory birds and a few pheasant survey routes we do not conduct annual surveys for these species.  Harvest information is the main way we monitor small game trends.  If we see a significant concern, we initiate activities to collect more information.

Our harvest management and hunting strategies are outlined in the game management plan and we tend to maintain fairly stable season structure and bag limits over time.

When folks talk about hunter participation and the loss of hunters over time, the main place we see that in Washington is for small game.  Yes deer hunting licenses sold have declined on average about 1 or 2 % per year for the past twenty years, although elk license sales are at an all time high.  However small game hunter numbers have declined much more dramatically, especially for waterfowl, pheasant, and grouse which were some of the most popular species.  We went from well over 100,000  hunters for each of these species down to 35,000 to 45,000. 

There are many indices that suggest many small game species populations have also declined, however that is not true for waterfowl, valley quail, or turkeys.  We are trying to stem some of this decline and turn it around through expanding our hunter access and outreach programs.
 



Small Game Seasons 
• Summary of Changes 

– Cleanup /Consistency with licensing changes 
– Calendar date adjustments 
– Reporting penalties 
– Crow season 
– Senior pheasant season 
– Sept Goose Season 
– Fall Turkey Season Expansion 
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Again, consistent with the Governor’s suspension, we only have a few changes that we are recommending.



Crow Season 

• Recommendation: 
– Shift the season one month earlier as requested 

by the Waterfowl Advisory Group 
– The shift is designed to take advantage of the 

timing of migration of crows and better hunting 
opportunity 
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There are Federal constraints and season framework for these migratory birds and this shift recommnedation is consistent with the framework.



Senior Pheasant Season 

• The Commission received an informal 
petition to expand the current western 
Wash senior season into eastern Wash. 

• This proposal facilitates that expansion 
for hunters 65 and older immediately 
following the Sept youth season. 
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There has been a senior season for many years on the west side of the state and this recommendation would extend that to eastern Washington at the same time, which is during the week after the youth weekend in September.



E. WA September Goose Season 
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Nest counts are the criterion used to determine whether a Sept Canada goose hunt is warranted.  The counts have exceeded our threshold and we are recommending that this hunt be re-instated.



E. WA September Goose Season 

• When the season was first established 
in 1997, its continuation was based on a 
three year survey average of 2000 
nests 

• This criterion was included in: 
– Pacific Flyway Council’s Western Canada Goose 

Mgmt Plan 
– WDFW Game Mgmt Plan 2009-15 
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September Goose Season 

• The nest index was below 2000 during 
2008-10 so the Sept season in eastern 
Wash was closed for 3 years 

• The three year average nest index 
increased to 2044 in 2011, so the two 
day season is recommended again for 
2012-14 
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Fall Turkey Seasons 

• Turkey populations continue to do very well in 
eastern Wash  

• Previous expansions of fall seasons have not 
adequately reduced complaints 

• Therefore the department is recommending 
expanding: 
–  the fall general season extent and dates 
– and a permit season in central Wash  
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Since 2001, turkey hunter numbers have been stable between 14 to 16,000 hunters.  A fee of $14 was added for a turkey tag beginning in 2004 and hunter numbers declined from 16,000 to 14,000 that year, but then went up to 17,000 in 2005 and has fluctuated since then.
Turkey harvest has been stable over that time at about 5000 birds per year; over half of the statewide harvest comes from NE Wash.; and the harvest has increased each of the last three years since the winters of 2007/08 and in 2010 again equals the highest harvest recprded.




Coyote Regulations 

• Title:  Small Game Seasons 
• Floor Changes:  

– Page 1; Change the Title of the WAC 232-38-342 
to: “2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15 Small game and 
other wildlife seasons and regulations.” 

– Page 2: reinstate the language referencing the 
coyote hunting regulations. 
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Questions??? 
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