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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are recommending several modifications to the Commission that are mainly designed to make our compensation regulations more consistent with the wolf conservation and management plan.  In addition, there are a few changes that are just clarifications of our conflict rules.  We heard several comments at the November briefing that I would also like to address today.


Wildlife Conflict Rules

 Rule Modifications:
— Definitions
— Killing wildlife
causing damage

— Payment for crop
damage

— Payment for
livestock damage

— Dispute resolution
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The changes that we are recommending affect several parts of the Wildlife Conflict chapter (232-36 ) of Fish and Wildlife code.

http://classroomclipart.com/cgi-bin/kids/imageFolio.cgi?direct=Animals/Cattle&img=6

Wildlife Conflict Rules

e Dropping Our

Recommendation to

Create New Rules

for:

— Payment for non-
commercial livestock

losses

— Application for
compensation for
non-commercial
livestock losses
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are dropping our recommendation for two new rules 232-36-250 and 260 presented in November because of concerns expressed about the clarity of our legislative authority to adopt these rules and because we are submitting request legislation that would clarify that authority.  What we are trying to do, is make our compensation rules consistent with Washington’s Wolf Conservation and Management Plan.  Specifically this means paying  livestock producers for livestock beyond cattle, sheep, and horses; (goats, llamas, alpacas, swine, mules, donkeys, and guard animals) and to pay all producers regardless if they qualify as commercial livestock owners, and to be able to compensate for injuries such as reduced weight gain, higher than normal livestock losses and reduced pregnancy rates.  


Wildlife Conflict Rules

e Purpose: To amend
the conflict rules to
make them more
consistent with the
Wolf Conservation
and Management
Plan
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, these are all actions  identified in our wolf conservation and management plan. 


Wildlife Conflict Rules

e Our revised recommendation :

— Sets the stage for making our rules
consistent with the Plan

— Encourages producers to enter into
agreements

 The agreements cover several wolf
management issues

 Including a commitment to consider covering
losses beyond “confirmed” losses
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Wildlife Conflict Rules
232-36-030

 Definitions for guard dog and livestock
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will skip some of the changes designed to just clarify current rules such as 232-36-051 and  232-36-100 unless you have questions later.



Payment for Commercial

Livestock Damage
WAC 232-36-200

= This amendment
encourages producers
to enter into
agreements with the
department

Information is subject to changes December 14, 2012 WDFW 7
and amendments over time Commission Meeting Presentation


Presenter
Presentation Notes
These agreements cover several issues including implementing non-lethal measures to help producers avoid conflicts between wolves and livestock.  One of the incentives for producers to get into these agreements is that we might consider other types of losses.


Payment for Commercial

Livestock Damage
WAC 232-36- 200

* These agreements
with the department
allow producers to be
considered for
compensation of other
losses consistent with
their agreement
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this case the intent is compensate producers for livestock losses that are not confirmed such as greater than normal losses of livestock (in areas known to be occupied by wolves); losses in weigh gain; reductions in pregnancy rates, etc.  This strategy is identified in the Plan and our plan is to work with livestock and environmental organizations to develop the specific compensation criteria and payment levels.

As a point of clarification, the rule proposals do not stipulate that losses in weight gain or other similar unknown losses be compensated, they only provide greater latitude for compensation based on landowner agreements.  Again how additional compensation might be paid for unknown losses is subject to development consistent with the wolf plan.


Application and Payment for

Non-Commercial Damage
WAC 232-36-260

= With the recommendation to drop this new rule ,

we lose the recommended changes to:
= Stipulate how values for losses will be compensated
= Prioritize payments to producers under agreement with

the department
= And allow payment of claims to cross biennial lines
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Several key and important changes to compensation for livestock losses will  be lost as a result of dropping WACs 232-36-250 and 260.  We plan to bring these recommendations back to the Commission soon after the 2013 legislative session adjourns depending on the outcome of our proposed legislation.

RCW 77.36.120
Department's duties.
The department shall establish:��(1) The form of affidavits or proof required to accompany all claims under this chapter;��(2) The process, time, and methods used to identify and assess damage, including the anticipated timeline for the initiation and conclusion of department action;��(3) How claims will be prioritized when available funds for reimbursement are limited;��(4) Timelines after the discovery of damage by which an owner must file a claim or notify the department;��(5) Protocols for an owner to follow if the owner wishes to undertake activities that would complicate the determination of damages, such as harvesting damaged crops;��(6) The process for determining damage assessments, including the role and selection of professional damage assessors and the responsibility for reimbursing third-party assessors for their services;��(7) Timelines for a claimant to accept, reject, or appeal a determination made by the department; ��(8) The identification of instances when an owner would be ineligible for compensation; ��(9) An appeals process for an owner eligible for compensation under RCW 77.36.100 who is denied a claim or feels the compensation is insufficient; and��(10) Other policies necessary for administering this chapter.



Dispute Resolution for Claims
WAC 232-36-400

The recommended amendments to this rule creates
a livestock appeals committee in addition to other
resolution options that a producer could choose to
settle disputes

The other changes are intended for clarification and
to ensure that the standards in this rule and are
consistent with the Administrative Procedures Act
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our AG’s office suggested the APA clarifications and we worked closely with producer organizations on the concept of an appeals committee.


Public Comment

These rules should
reflect the Plan

Weight loss Is not
supported by science

Compensation should
be prioritized for
confirmed losses

Weight loss claims
would deplete available
funds

These rules are
completely consistent
with the Plan

Page 93 talks about
developing
compensation for
unknown losses

We have not spent any
of the state funds
allotted for FY 12-13
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we described in the November presentation to the Commission, our recommendations are and were consistent with Washington’s Wolf Conservation and Management Plan.  The claim that compensation for weight loss is not supported by science; has no more credence than the claim that range riders result in reduced livestock losses.  The professional recommendations for both concepts is that they have merit even though the science is not conclusive.  We will continue to support and refine both as important strategies for wolf recovery based on future information. 


Questions???
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« RCW 77.36.100

 Payment of claims for damage to commercial crops
or commercial livestock — Noncash compensation —
Offer of materials or services to offset or prevent
wildlife interactions — Appeal of decisions.

e (2)(b) The commission shall adopt and maintain by
rule criteria for damage to property other than a
commercial crop or commercial livestock that is
damaged by wildlife and may be eligible for
compensation under this subsection, including criteria
for filing a claim for compensation under this
subsection.
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