
 Washington Department Fish and Wildlife 

ADA  PROGRAM 
for persons with disabilities 



SECTION 504  
Obligates state and local governments to ensure that persons with 
disabilities have equal access to programs, services, or activities 
receiving federal funds and/or grants. 

Americans with Disabilities Act 1990 
Goes further to include private businesses, non-profits, and organizations receiving 
federal funds and/or grants.  
 

>  Defines disabilities.  
>  Includes Title I and Title II 
>  Enforcement through Dept. of Justice, and 
>  Civil Rights Division. 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
Set laws, regulations, and other legal requirements for 
the federal government, federal contractors and any 
entity receiving federal funds. 



2012  Statistical Data 
 

108,000  Persons with disabilities are registered with WDFW. 
 
   33,000  Of those are Veterans. 
 
   74,000   Are currently active with a WDFW  license. 
 
    4,714  Applied for the Road Access Entry Program. 
 
       835  More than 2011. 
 
    1,862  Received a Special Use Permit.  

*  Five year average 

     



  
  WAC 232-12-828 Hunting of game birds and animals by  
   persons with a disability. 
 
  WAC 220-55-065 Fishing for shellfish, freshwater fish, or  
   saltwater fish by persons with a disability. 
 
  RCW  71A.10.020 Developmental Disability per DSHS. 

What  defines a Disability in Washington State for 
Hunting  /  Fishing  /  Wildlife Viewing 

 



 

 LOWER EXTREMITY IMPAIRMENT -  A permanent condition which causes a 
physical impairment to the body’s lower extremity region, therefore, substantially impairing 
or severely interfering with mobility over natural terrain without a lower extremity prosthesis 
or must permanently use a medically prescribed assistive device, including, but not limited 
to, a wheelchair, crutch, cane, leg brace, walker, or oxygen bottle. 

 

 UPPER EXTREMITY IMPAIRMENT -  A permanent condition which causes a 
physical impairment to the body’s upper extremity region, therefore, making the individual 
physically incapable of holding and safely operating a hunting, fishing or shell harvesting 
device. 

 

 BLIND / VISUALLY IMPAIRED  -  A permanent condition where the central 
visual acuity does not exceed 20/200 in the better eye with corrective lenses, or the widest 
diameter of the visual field is not greater than 20 degrees. 

 

 DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY - A permanent cognitive intellectual disability 
which originates before the individual attains age eighteen such as: Cerebral Palsy, Down 
Syndrome, Muscular Dystrophy, Epilepsy, Autism...  Conditions not qualifying: PTSD, ADD, 
ADHD, Bi-polar, Anxiety, Depression, Parkinson, Multiple Sclerosis... 

 
 

Four Classifications of Disability Status  -  WDFW 









How WDFW provides 
opportunity and access without barriers 

 HUNTING 
  Road Access Programs, Bird Blinds, Special Permit Tags… 

 FISHING 
  Ramp & Dock Access, Special Disability Fisheries… 

 WILDLIFE VIEWING 
  Viewing platforms, Blinds, Paths and Benches… 



Barrier free 
Hunting Blinds 



Accessible 
Roads 

for hunters... 



well constructed fishing ramps... 



Docks 
      Pods 
           Piers 



Wildlife Viewing 
Blinds & Trails 



    and Disabled  
Observation Areas 



WDFW  Objective 

successfully provide ADA opportunities. 



June 1st  -  July 31st 



Deer Tags 
     Elk Tags 

Disabled  
  Hunts 

May 1st  -  May 18th  



  Goal:  evenly disperse ADA hunting / fishing / wildlife view opportunities throughout the state. 

Hunting Fishing Wildlife Viewing 



Fish and Wildlife Advisory Committee to the Commission for 
Persons with Disabilities  

RCW 77.04.15 

 
 
 

Committee Members 

Region 1  – Jerry Wood  
Region 2  – Brett Emerson 
Region 3  – Reno Pellegrini 
Region 4  -  David Martin 
 
 
 
 

Region 5  – Rick Erickson 
Region 6  – Chair  
                   Burt Dezihan 
 At Large  –  Vice Chair 
           Kevin Frankeburger 
 



ADA  Advisory Committee Projects 
Motions adopted and passed 

RCW and WAC language review to bring up to date with current law. 
 
Scopes on Crossbows for persons with disabilities.     
     WAC  232.12.054(i) 
 
Reduced Fee program change for disabled non-veterans.     
     RCW 77.32.480(1)(c,d,e) 

Ongoing projects... 
 

    *  Development of NEW hunting & wildlife viewing blinds. 
   *  Expansion of the Road Access Program. 
   *  Increase number of Special Hunts for disabled hunters. 
   *  Create new Deer tag for youths with a disability. 



ADA Program Accomplishments  
2011-12 

 Redesigned the Disability Status application 

 Added developmental disability to Disability Status application 

 Redesigned the Reduced Fee application 

 Redesigned the Special Use Permit application 

 Expanded special use permit renewals from one year to five years 

 Incorporated Road Access Entry  drawing submissions online 

 Expanded Road Access Program by 42 opportunities – 261 total 

 Refashioned the Road Access Program booklet 

 Developed a  statewide ADA public presentation plan 

 Acquired a $69,000 Nova Grant to enlarge the Blue Creek ADA fishing ramp 



For more information please contact: 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
ADA Access Program Manager 
600 Capitol Way North 
Olympia, WA 98501-1091 
(360) 902-2349 
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