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Wolf Captures and Collaring 

 36 wolves captured to date in 
Washington 
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Aerial wolf capture using a net gun in the Diamond pack, Feb 2013. 
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Helicopter darting operation to capture wolves in the Diamond pack, Feb 2013. 
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Eight members of the Diamond pack crossing a lake, Feb 2013. 



7 Adult male (027M) captured in Diamond, Feb. 27, 2013. 
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Yearling female (030F) captured in Smackout pack, Feb. 28, 2013. 



9 Adult male (028M) captured in Smackout, Feb. 27, 2013. 



10 Yearling female (031F) captured in Tenaway, May 9, 2013. 
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Yearling female (036F) captured in Ruby area, July 15, 2013. 
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Disperser:  
Teanaway to Entiat 



13 Known individuals of Wenatchee Pack as of March 2013. 
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Alpha female, Lookout Pack May 15, 2013. 



Wolf Capture Areas 
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Areas trapped/aerial captures in 2013 



2013 Wolf Captures 
Recovery Region Pack Field Activity Captures # Collared 

Eastern Washington Boulder Camera monitoring 0 0 

Diamond Helicopter 2 3 

Huckleberry Trapped 2 2 

Nc’icn Trapped (CCT) 0 1 

Ruby Trapped 1 1 

Salmo -- 0 1 

Smackout Helicopter 3 2 

Strawberry Helicopter (CCT) 1 2 

Walla Walla (OR) Camera monitoring 0 0 

Wedge Trapped 0 0 

Northern Cascades Lookout Trapped 0 0 

Wenatchee Trapped 0 0 

Teanaway Trapped 3 2 

Hozomeen (BC) Camera monitoring 0 0 

S Cascades & NW Coast -- -- -- -- 

Statewide 12 14 
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Jan-Sept 2013
Recovery Area Pack Name Pack Status a Succ. Breed. Pair Minimum # Mortalities Trapped # collared
Eastern Washington Boulder Creek ? - - 0 No 0

Diamond Confirmed Yes 10 0 Yes 3
Huckleberry Confirmed Yes 8 1 Yes 2
Nc'icn Confirmed Yes 6 0 Yes 1
Ruby Creek Suspected - - 0 Yes 1
Salmo Confirmed No 2 0 No 1
Smackout Confirmed Yes 12 0 Yes 2
Strawberry Confirmed No 3 0 Yes 2
Wedge Confirmed No 2 0 Yes 0

Northern Cascades Lookout Confirmed No 2 0 Yes 0
Wenatchee Confirmed No 2 0 Yes 0
Teanaway Confirmed Yes 6 1 Yes 2

S Cascades & NW Coast - - - - 0 - -
Totals 5 51 b 3 c 14
a Suspected wol f packs  are based on confi rmed wol f activi ty at a  level  cons is tent with the exis tence of a  pack.
b The minimum wolf count i s  51.  The estimated population, based on average pack s i ze from other western s tates  and trans ient wolves , i s  101 animals .  The actual  
population in Washington i s  l ikely within that range.
c One additional  morta l i ty under investigation in northern Okanogan County

Dec. 2012

Wolf Pack Statistics 
Jan 1 to Sept 30, 2013 



18 

Wolf Monitoring 
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Smackout Pack Status 



Reports From the Public 

 1-877-933-9847 
 911 
 Online 
 Pamphlets 
 Outreach printed 

materials 
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Online Reporting 
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Upcoming December 2013 
Breeding Pair Surveys 

 

WDFW, Jay Shepherd 

Tom Meier 
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Time line for 2013 
 Monitor packs 
 Investigate reports south of I-90 and Mt. 

Saint Helens areas 
 Winter surveys & Success Breeding Pairs 
 Updates to F&W Commission & public 
 Final report to USFWS March 2014 



Wolf-livestock depredations 

• Improved methodology and training 
• 2 member team 
• 15 depredation investigations 

• 2 were caused by wolf 
• 2 were unknown cause 

• 11 non-wolf 
• 6 were known predator 
• Other causes:  

– structural,  
– fall/drown,  
– domestic canine 
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Preventative, non-lethal tools 
• Tools:  

• fladry, range riders, sanitation, noise boxes and other 
forms of hazing  

• Damage Prevention Cooperative Agreements 
• 29 statewide 
•  Most deploy: sanitation,  

range riding, hazing 

• Other  
• Pilot sanitation project 
• Research projects 
• Contracted outreach project 
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Recent conflict staff rollout  

28 



Outreach 
• Meetings (n=41) 

• Public, Conservation Districts, Non-government interest 
groups, Wolf Advisory Group, Fish and Wildlife 
Commission 

• Trainings: depredation and range rider 

• WDFW News releases and other printed materials 
• Brochures, hunting regulations pamphlet, magnet 
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Outreach  
• Online resources 

• WDFW web page, weekly staff reports, webinar, 
sighting reports, wolf conservation and management 
plan 

• Contracted services for outreach development 
• Project designed to reach residents, hunters, livestock 

producers  
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Future efforts 
• More trainings and expand cooperation 

•  with other organizations; veterinarians, local law 
enforcement, Wildlife Services 

• Continue testing new preventative techniques 
• Fill remaining Wildlife Conflict position 

• continue training efforts 

• Improve outreach materials 
• Provide current, up-to-date information including 

videos 
• Create new materials for web, in-person, and mail 

delivery 31 
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Draft 2013-15 BN Budget 
Description PLP/Orca Tester 

Wolf-Livestock Conflict Research WSU $80,000 

Outreach $82,550 

Conflict Control - WS Contract & payments $150,000 

Wolf Monitoring Carnivore Section staff - 2.00 FTEs $421,694 

Wolf Conflict R1 - 1.49 FTEs $268,056 

Wolf Conflict R2 - 1.20 FTEs $187,778 

Wolf Conflict R3 - 0.64 FTE $124,613 

Wolf Conflict R4  

Wolf Conflict R5 

Goods &services (eg. radio collars, flights, contracts) $175,000 $85,722 

Compensation $300,000 $60,000 

TOTAL $1,789,691 $145,722 
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Wolf Advisory Group 

• Tri-County Commissioners 

• Farm Bureau 

• Washington State Cattlemen's 
Association 

• Cattle Producers of Washington 

• Conservation Northwest 

• Humane Society of United States 

• Wolf Haven International 

• Sierra Club 

• Hunter’s Heritage 

 Mission: Allow a diverse group of 
stakeholders to advise WDFW in 
implementation of the Wolf 
Conservation and Management Plan 

 
 Appointed by Director 
 
 Directive: 
 Advise implementation of wolf 

plan policy 
 Review board for compensation 

 



Federal Delisting Proposal 

1. Remove Canis lupus (gray wolf) from ESA 
listing  

 

2. Maintain Endangered status for Canis lupus 
baileyi (Mexican wolf) 

 

3. Change taxonomic structure of subspecies 
Canis lupus lycaon to species Canis lycaon 
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Federal Delisting Proposal 



Washington ESA Listing Status 
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Listed Delisted 



Federal Delisting Proposal 
Washington’s situation 

 Recovery plan in place 
 Regulatory mechanisms in place 
 Ongoing monitoring of recovery 
 Connectivity and dispersal 
 Rapid wolf population growth 
 Long-term wolf population stability 
 Outreach and education on coexistence 
 Adaptive conflict management 
 

 
37 



Questions 
 

Teanaway Pack (Photo courtesy of Western Transportation Institute) 
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