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Summary 
  Meeting dates: 
 

November 8-9, 2013 

 
Agenda item: 
 

 
WAC Overhaul Technical Amendments and Repeal, Batch 6 
Rule Action 

  
Presenter(s):  
 

Joanna Eide, Administrative Regulations Analyst 

Background summary: 
A WAC overhaul project is currently underway to update, reorganize, and streamline the 
department’s administrative code. The department’s RCWs were combined and updated after 
the department of wildlife and the department of fisheries merged into one department, but the 
WACs of the respective agencies were never consolidated and streamlined. This resulted in 
disorganization, redundancy and lingering outdated rules and references to the former 
departments.  
 
The department’s administrative code needs to be updated, reorganized, and consolidated 
under one WAC title. To accomplish the reorganization, the department has brought several 
batches of technical rule changes to the Commission to increase clarity, uniformity, adequacy, 
and accuracy of department rules, and to repeal outdated and unnecessary rules. These 
batches of rule changes are to prepare for the renumbering and reorganization of the 
department’s WACs. This agenda item is to brief the Commission and hold a public hearing on 
the sixth batch of technical rule changes associated with the WAC Overhaul. 
 
The proposal amends WAC sections to update, clarify, and consolidate  rules relating to 
sampling data and tag recovery, personal use shellfish, salmon quick reporting, and treaty 
Indian fishing gear. The proposal includes corrections to WAC subsection and RCW 
references, and repeals several outdated and unnecessary rules. Minor technical changes to 
language were made to some rules within the rule package. Those changes were discussed 
during the Commission briefing in October. 
 
The department is withdrawing the proposed amendments to WAC 220-56-112 and the repeal 
of WAC 232-12-082 so a more comprehensive rewrite of those rules can be done at a later 
date. These rules still appear in the CR-102 filing documents, but will be withdrawn before filing 
the CR-103P with the Code Reviser. 
 
 
Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration:  None. The 
proposed changes in this rulemaking project are technical in nature. 
 
 
 
Public involvement process used and what you learned:  A public hearing was held in 
conjunction with the Commission briefing during the October Fish and Wildlife Commission 
Meeting. The department also sent notification of proposed rule changes to members of the 
public who indicated that they wished to be notified of proposed rule changes. No public 
testimony or written comments were received. 
 
The department contacted several industry stakeholders to verify their support of repealing 
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rules containing outdated hearing processes relating to commercial license moratoriums. The 
department proposes repealing those rules as individuals affected by commercial license 
moratoriums may request a hearing under the Administrative Procedure Act. All stakeholders 
contacted support the repeal. 
 
 
 
 
Action requested:   Adopt the rule amendments and repeals as proposed by the department. 
 
 
 
 
Draft motion language:  “I move to adopt the amendments to 220-56-315, 220-47-001, and 
220-47-121, and repeal chapter 220-85 WAC, WAC 220-28-010, and 232-12-099 as proposed 
by the department.” 
 
 
 
 
Justification for Commission action:  Rule language is supposed to be efficient, clear, 
legally adequate and accurate. The proposed amendments are in accordance with and will 
promote these goals, while avoiding changes to the underlying meaning of the rules. The 
consolidation of rules and the repeal of outdated rules in this proposal will promote clarity and 
efficiency in WDFW’s administrative code. 
 
 
 
 
Communications Plan:  This rule proposal is listed on the department’s website on the 
Current Rule Making Activities page. The department sent notification of the rule change 
proposal to members of the public who expressed interest in receiving notification of proposed 
rule changes. The department also shared rule changes with stakeholders when relevant. 
Because the rule changes in this proposal are largely technical in nature, no extensive formal 
communications plan was needed. 
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