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Summary 
  Meeting dates: 
 

November 8-9, 2013 

 
Agenda item: 
 

 
WAC Overhaul Technical Amendments and Repeal, Batch 5 
Briefing and Public Hearing 

  
Presenter(s):  
 

Joanna Eide, Administrative Regulations Analyst 

Background summary: 
A WAC overhaul project is currently underway to update, reorganize, and streamline the 
department’s administrative code. The department’s RCWs were combined and updated after 
the department of wildlife and the department of fisheries merged into one department, but the 
WACs of the respective agencies were never consolidated and streamlined. This resulted in 
disorganization, redundancy and lingering outdated rules and references to the former 
departments.  
 
The department’s administrative code needs to be updated, reorganized, and consolidated 
under one WAC title. To accomplish the reorganization, the department has brought several 
batches of technical rule changes to the Commission to increase clarity, uniformity, adequacy, 
and accuracy of department rules, and to repeal outdated and unnecessary rules. These 
batches of rule changes are to prepare for the renumbering and reorganization of the 
department’s WACs. This agenda item is to brief the Commission and hold a public hearing on 
the fifth batch of technical rule changes associated with the WAC Overhaul. 
 
The proposal amends WAC sections to update and clarify rules relating to sales of oysters and 
clams from state reserves and fish receiving ticket rules. The proposal includes: 

- Corrections to WAC and RCW references  
- Technical changes and organizational improvements for clarity 
- Updates to contact information  
- New language to reflect a new treaty Indian shellfish ticket already in use 

 
 
 
Policy issue(s) you are bringing to the Commission for consideration:  None. The 
proposed changes in this rulemaking project are technical in nature. 
 
 
 
Public involvement process used and what you learned:  A public hearing will be held in 
conjunction with the Commission briefing during the November Fish and Wildlife Commission 
Meeting. The department also sent notification of proposed rule changes to members of the 
public who indicated that they wished to be notified of proposed rule changes. The department 
contacted industry stakeholders (licensed wholesale dealers, etc.) to notify them of the 
proposed rule changes. 
 
 
Action requested:   N/A 
 



ii 
 

 
 
 
Draft motion language:  N/A 
 
 
 
 
Justification for Commission action:  Rule language is supposed to be efficient, clear, 
legally adequate and accurate. The proposed amendments are in accordance with and will 
promote these goals. Additionally, the proposed changes remove the requirement to mail in a 
hard copy of a fish receiving ticket if a person chooses to satisfy quick reporting requirements 
for salmon and sturgeon by submitting a copy of the ticket electronically. This will reduce 
redundancy and make reporting easier for people who choose to take advantage of this option. 
Contact information for reporting and statutory references are also updated so commercial 
fishers can better understand requirements. Lastly, the amendments incorporate provisions for 
a treaty Indian shellfish receiving ticket already in use, making the rule provisions in-line with 
actual practice. 
 
 
 
 
Communications Plan:  This rule proposal is listed on the department’s website on the 
Current Rule Making Activities page. The department sent notification of the rule change 
proposal to members of the public who expressed interest in receiving notification of proposed 
rule changes. The department also shared the proposed rule changes with stakeholders. 
Because the rule changes in this proposal are largely technical in nature, no extensive formal 
communications plan was needed. 
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