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Presentation Overview 

Orient to Priority Landscapes Initiative 

• What are landscapes and what do they 
have to do with WDFW? 

• What is Landscape Conservation? 

• What is the Priority Landscape Initiative? 

• How will we choose Priority Landscapes? 

• Examples of existing efforts 

• Next steps 
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Landscapes and WDFW 

WDFW Mission  

To preserve, protect and perpetuate fish, wildlife 
and ecosystems while providing sustainable fish 
and wildlife recreational and commercial 
opportunities. 
 

 WDFW Vision 
Conservation of 
Washington’s fish and 
wildlife resources and 
ecosystems. 
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Landscape Conservation 

 

- Center for Large Landscape Conservation 
http://largelandscapes.org/  
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Building on Past Efforts 
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Priority Landscape Initiative  
=   

Integrated Implementation 

• Inclusive, incorporates  
new science 

 

• Focused on putting our 
knowledge into action 

 

• Increase effectiveness of  
on-the-ground conservation 

 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/research/projects/grouse/greater_sage-grouse/graphics/figure_01.jpg
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WDFW Priority Landscapes Initiative Process  

Statewide Scale 

Statewide 
Prioritization 

Team 

Priority Landscapes 
of Conservation 

Need 

Develop and Apply 
Statewide 

Prioritization Criteria 
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WDFW Priority Landscapes Initiative Process  

Cross-Program 
Internal Team 

Apply 
Landscape 

Conservation 
Design 

 

Priority Landscape 
Collaborative 

External 
Partner 
Team 

ID and Convene Key 
Decision-makers   

Landscape Scale 

Conservation 
Strategy for Priority 

Landscape  
(what, where) 
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Conservation 
Strategy for Priority 

Landscape  
(what, where) 

  

Landscape Scale 

(continued) 

Implementation Plan 
for Priority 
Landscape  

(who, when, how) 

Adaptive 
Management 

Feedback 
Transferable Process 

Framework 

Priority 

Landscape 

Collaborative 
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ID’ing Statewide Priority Landscapes 

• Large Intact Blocks 

• Habitat Connectivity 

• Ecological Systems of Concern 

• Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

 • Priority Habitats and 
Species 

• Ecological Integrity 
 

 All Pulled into Crucial 
Habitat Assessment Tool  
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STRAW DOG for DISCUSSION 
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STRAW DOG for DISCUSSION 
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Selection of  
Statewide Priority Landscapes 

• Data, Best Professional Judgment, Readiness 
 

• Categories 
 

• Potential Candidate Landscapes 
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Priority Landscape Uses 

• Direct conservation tools on private lands 

• Direct habitat restoration priorities 

• Direct habitat acquisition priorities 

 • Inform Wildlife 
Area Plans 
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South Puget Sound Prairie 
Partnership 

• 90% of prairie habitat lost 
– Taylor Checkerspot Butterfly, Mazama 

Pocket Gopher, Streaked Horned Lark 

• Partners:  
– DOD – Joint Base Lewis McChord 

ACUB/REPI/Sentinel Lands 
– Center for Natural Lands 

Management (formerly TNC) 
– WDFW 
– WDNR 
– Thurston County 
– Wolf Haven 

 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=KufFHK3p6lGpQM&tbnid=vbHE-MQ6t-sLmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.oregonzoo.org/conserve/species-recovery-and-conservation/taylors-checkerspot-butterfly&ei=r_SwUrykHILjoATQxIDQAQ&bvm=bv.58187178,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGA34SURsGhNF9mhmkw9OzjCevTiQ&ust=1387415079285208


February 6-7, 2015, WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation 16 Information is subject to changes and amendments over time.  

JBLM ACUB: Original Status 2006 
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JBLM ACUB: Current Status 2014 



February 6-7, 2015, WDFW Commission Meeting Presentation 18 Information is subject to changes and amendments over time.  

Not shown: 
multiple future 
small preserves 

 

JBLM ACUB: Future Vision 
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Photo credit: John Marshall 

Photo credit: BLM Oregon Photo credit: Kieth Lazelle 

Photo credit: John Marshall 

Photo credit: Bryant Olsen Photo credit: Steven Pavlov 

Photo credit: Scott McCarthy/USFWS 
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Photo credit: TNC 

Photo credit: TNC 
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Implementation 
 

• NRCS – Grasslands of 
Special Environmental 
Significance – ACEP 
Program 

• WDFW and WDNR 
with USFWS - Sage 
Grouse CCAA 

• BLM Nomination of 
Healthy Lands Focal 
Area 

• Informs mitigation 
discussions such as 
Vantage to Pomona 
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Next Steps 

• Cross-program team prioritization (Nov-Feb) 

• Engage with key stakeholders (February- March) 

• Finalize overall approach (April) 

• Integrate Priority Landscapes into:  

– State Wildlife Action Plan (January – June) 

– Place-based collaborations   

- Develop Teams (on-going) 

• Integrate into On-going Work:  

– e.g. Align with  

Lands 20/20 process 
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Assembling the “Pieces of the 
Work” 
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Questions? 


