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Columbia River Harvest Reforms 
• Improved Conservation – Selective Fisheries 
• Optimized Economics  

– Maintain commercial stability/economics 
– Enhanced off-channel gillnet harvests 
– Selective harvests – targeting hatchery fish within 

limited ESA-impacts  

• Social Equity 
– Fishing opportunity 
– License revenue 

• Mainstem Recreational Priority 
 

 



Conservation – Selective Fisheries 

• 13 ESA-listed salmonid stocks pass through 
the lower the lower Columbia River 
– Selective harvest critical 

• Hatchery reform/litigation  
– Hatchery Genetic Mgmt Plans (HGMPs) 

– Mitchell Act – 55 hatcheries and 1/3 of CR 
hatchery production  

• Concerns about bycatch 
– Steelhead, sturgeon…. 
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Selective Harvest 

• Spring Chinook (ESA-listed) 
– 2% non-treaty impact limit on wild Chinook 

– Release mortalities – sport 10%, tanglenet 14% 

– Bycatch species – winter steelhead, Sturgeon 

– Current 70/30 impact sharing, 80/20 in 2017 

– 2015 actual harvests:  Commercial: 18,348 
(6,460 in mainstem harvests; 11,888 in off-
channel harvests)  Lower River sport: 19,586 

 



Selective Harvest 

• Summer Chinook – not ESA listed 

– Other species – Steelhead (B-run ESA listed) and 
Sockeye (ESA-listed) 

– Wild escapement has fallen short 9 of the last 10 
years. 

– Too many hatchery fish on the spawning grounds 

– Fairness:  Recreational fisheries are mark-selective 

– Observer data from 2010 – discarded bycatch 
equal to the landed harvest. 

 

 



Selective Harvest 

• Fall Chinook  

– Tules (ESA-listed) 

• Generally below the Lewis River (Zones 1-3) 

• Selective harvest critical to reduce wild impacts and 
harvest surplus hatchery fish 

– Upriver Brights (not ESA-listed – strong returns) 

• Current fisheries largely non-selective (Zones 4-5) 

– Snake River Wild (ESA-listed)  

 

 

 

 



Commercial Economics 

• Table C.4 and C.5 - $3.6 million economic 
baseline (later revised to $3.86 million). 
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Fall Gillnet Fishery 



Selective Gear Testing (2009-2011) 

• (2011):  Purse Seine – 
17,334 total catch/23 
mortalities; Beach 
Seine – 12,054 total 
catch/6 mortalities.  
Grand total – 29,388 
total catch / 29 
moralities – Observed 
Mortality Rate of 1/10th 
of 1%   Steelhead – 
2,892 handled/1 
mortality.  

• Coho Tanglenet Fishery – 
VERY Different approach 
 

• (2014): US v. OR Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) adopts nonsensical 
release mortality rates for purse 
seines: Chinook:  22.5%; Coho: 
28.9%; Steelhead: 3.3%  



Optimizing Economics - Recreational 

• 2014 & 2015 
– >$28 
million in 
economic 
value – 
lower river 
only. 
($63.91/angl
er trip) – 
WDFW 
mult). 



Optimizing Economics  

• Commercial multiplier *2.24 (WDFW) = $37.12 
• Source: WDFW Freshwater Impact per trip. Trip Expenditures do not 

include durable goods, such as boats, trailers, electronics, rods, reels, etc.     



 
WDFW Revenue - Funding 

Management and Conservation 
Columbia River Sport 

• 216,238 anglers purchased 
CRSSE in 2015 ($8.75 
annual) = $1,594,191* 

• License revenue from 
216,238 anglers in 2015 = 
$6,709,032* 

• Dingell Johnson Federal 
Excise Tax (est.) =  
$2,000,000+   

$10,303,226 
*Source:  WDFW 
 

 

Columbia River Commercial 

• Food fish excise tax (DOR) - 
2015 = $81,692.00 

• Gillnet license revenue 
(2015) - $150,000 (est) – 
split with WB/GH 

$231,692.00 

 



Equity 
 

Annual Ex Vsl Value Number of Licenses 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 Average # % 

$1 - $4,999 30 31 38 44 48 38.2 39.96% 

$5,000 - $10,000 22 17 27 18 32 23.2 24.27% 

$10,00 - 15,000 14 10 21 22 13 16 16.74% 

$15,000 - $20,000 5 9 8 13 10 9 9.41% 

Over $20,000 0 16 9 12 9 9.2 9.62% 

Total all categories 71 83 103 109 112 95.6 

Washington Columbia River Gillnet Permit Landings  
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Key Issues and Recommendations 

• Conduct new tests or adjust mortality rates for 
seine fisheries 

• Selective fisheries critical – particularly during the 
fall (maintain Tule production)  
– Continue pushing forward on seines, gillnets not a 

long term solution for mainstem fisheries 

• Gillnet buybacks and fleet reduction 
• Monitoring of Zones 4-5 gillnet fishery 

(steelhead, sturgeon, etc) – address  
• VSI fisheries in Zones 1-3 

 
 



Key Issues and Recommendations 

• Remember the original purposes of the policy 
– Conservation / selective fisheries 
– Optimize the economics 

• Mainstem Recreational priority 
• Off-channel gillnet fisheries  

– Maintain commercial economics - $3.86 million ex-vessel value 

• Remember the Columbia River doesn’t stop at Bonneville! 
• Implement the policy as written for 2017 
• Make a policy determination regarding summer Chinook 
• Lead and be bold – the public and legislators are behind 

you 
 
 


