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Why do we buy land ? 

Cowiche Watershed 



WDFW Land Acquisition Principles 

 Evaluate if acquisition is the best conservation alternative 
 
 Optimize, pursue and use partnerships 

 
 Prioritize lands that are ecologically or socially important 

 
 Evaluate long term management value 

 
 Consider access/recreation value 

 
 Consider local community value 
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Major Acquisition Funding Sources 

 WA State Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) 

 Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (WWRP) 

 Boating Facilities Program (BFP) 

 Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) 

 

 USFWS 

 Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund “Sec. 6” 

 National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Program 

 Pittman-Robertson Act (PR) 

Fish & Wildlife Commission Meeting - March 17 & 18 2017 

http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.rco.wa.gov/index.asp


Strengthen common, shared values 

Rural Economy 

Species 

Working Lands 

Landscape 

Outdoor 
Recreation 
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http://sunmountainoffers.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwtuyt4dvSAhVS2GMKHakgBMoQjRwIBw&url=https://www.itsnature.org/sea/fish/chinook-salmon/&bvm=bv.149760088,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNE3X-HAX851LTsX35hrX9Pt5RL0Ng&ust=1489778973741244
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Scoping 

and Need 

Lands 20/20 

and 

Funding 

Land Transaction 

 

Integrating 

Ownership 

Acquisition Steps 
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 Rustlers 

Gulch/DNR 
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Goat Mountain 

Road 

Mid Columbia/DNR 

NF Skagit 

Levee 

Rockport State 

Park Surplus 

Tilton River 

State Park 

Wentworth 

Lake 

Oregon 

Spotted Frog 

Pass- Through 

South Sound 

Prairie Ph. 2 

Methow Pass-Through 

Chehalis WLA 

Floodplain 



2017 Projects Reviewed 
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Project Acres County 

Region 1 

Rustlers Gulch/DNR 40 Pend Oreille 

Goat Mountain Road 43.29 Columbia 

Region 2 

Mid-Columbia/DNR 1200 Douglas 

  Methow Pass-Through 1028 Okanogan 

Region 3 

Cowiche Watershed 2017 Yakima 

Region 4 

North Fork Skagit Levee Setback - Fir Island 21.72 Skagit 

Rockport State Park Surplus Property 204 Skagit 

Region 5 

Tilton State Park Property 102 Lewis 

Region 6 

Wentworth Lake 1.5 Clallam 

Oregon Spotted Frog Pass-Through 103.5 Thurston 

South Sound Prairie Ph. 2 1700 Thurston 

Chehalis Wildlife Area Floodplain 1178 Grays Harbor 



Region 1 – Rustlers Gulch/DNR 

• Rustlers Gulch WLA 
Unit Inholding 

• Travel corridor and 
winter range for white-
tailed deer and moose 

• DNR owned 
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•Pend Oreille County 

•40 Acres 

Rustlers Gulch 



Region 1 – Goat Mountain Road 

 

• Edge holding to Wooten WLA 

• Recreation/hunting 

• Benefits mule deer, Big Horn 
Sheep and golden eagles 
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•Columbia County 

•43.29 Acres 



Region 2 – Mid-Columbia/DNR 

• Three parcel 
inholdings to Big Bend 
WLA 

• Maintain and recover 
sharp-tailed grouse 

• DNR owned 
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Douglas County 

1,200 Acres 

Mid-Columbia 



Region 2 – Methow Pass-through 

 

• Pass through Federal 
Funding- Conservation 
Easement 

• Critical Shrub Steppe 
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•Okanogan County 

•1,028 Acres 

Proposed Methow  

Pass Through 



Region 3 – Cowiche Watershed 2017 

 

• Critical Shrub Steppe 

• Oak Woodland 

• Mid-Columbia Steelhead 

• Bull Trout 
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•Yakima County 

•4,500 Acres 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwizjeOqtrjSAhUK3GMKHT8MA8kQjRwIBw&url=https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Toppenish/Wildlife_Habitat/Steelhead.html&psig=AFQjCNHJY2-GOTbrzM0xjynsqW1Wfi4C7g&ust=1488564849623959


Region 4 – Rockport State Park  

• Donation 

• Preserve Old Growth 
Forest 

• Marbled Murrelet habitat 

• Movement corridor for elk 
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•Skagit County 

•204 Acres 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4lv26jZzQAhVY-mMKHaw4A8MQjRwIBw&url=http://www.birdskorea.org/Birds/Birdnews/BK-BN-Review-2009.shtml&psig=AFQjCNHTrwQW-fo6ZataGfgovkXbdTHF0Q&ust=1478795710815268


Region 4 – North Fork Levee Setback 

• Future restoration of 
Salmon habitat 

• River access 

• Partnership with Skagit 
County 
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•Skagit County 

•21.72 Acres 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi1yd_rjZzQAhWmxFQKHUPxBcsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.tokyotimes.com/japanese-scientists-have-bred-salmon-from-surrogates/&psig=AFQjCNGRKI1UmojCbpGoAy36zpsCpK55kw&ust=1478795797661434


Region 5 – Tilton State Park 

• Donation 

• Release site for Salmon 
and Steelhead  

• Fishing Access 
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•Lewis County 

•102 Acres 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHpMOwjpzQAhXpxVQKHQ-BBhAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.aquariumofpacific.org/onlinelearningcenter/species/southern_california_steelhead&psig=AFQjCNFHoEvsEbDriCOqDgmJv_-GA3zpeQ&ust=1478795952373946


Region 6 – Chehalis WLA Floodplain 

• Incorporate floodplain 
habitat into adjacent 
Chehalis WLA 

• Restore Salmon 
populations 

• Phased project 
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•Grays Harbor County 

•1,178 Acres 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjpstyEj5zQAhVir1QKHcfKCbAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.news1130.com/2015/07/19/dfo-delays-opening-of-salmon-season/&psig=AFQjCNGV8CwVZFuZwM_Icaf_u3irEKV1Ww&ust=1478796120894600
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjpstyEj5zQAhVir1QKHcfKCbAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.news1130.com/2015/07/19/dfo-delays-opening-of-salmon-season/&psig=AFQjCNGV8CwVZFuZwM_Icaf_u3irEKV1Ww&ust=1478796120894600


Region 6 – Oregon Spotted Frogs 

• Pass through Federal 
Funding – Conservation 
Easements 

• Oregon Spotted Frog 
habitat 
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•Thurston County 

•103.5 Acres 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYwvOPvJrQAhVX1WMKHTrZBQIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/world-in-biomass-crisis-new-report-finds-1.3131113&psig=AFQjCNEtF6x6Xe9vmdLkiXZR1b3m1PBjJQ&ust=1478739493884207


Region 6 – South Sound Prairies Ph. 2  

 

 Wildlife Viewing 

• Prairie Species Restoration 
(Taylor’s checkerspot and Mardon                  
skipper butterflies, Oregon vesper 
sparrow, Mazama pocket gopher) 
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•Thurston County 

•1,700 Acres 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj81OnAj5zQAhWqrFQKHYbbDZoQjRwIBw&url=http://cascadiaprairieoak.org/working-groups/mazama-pocket-gopher&psig=AFQjCNFK-B9CmkXOC6ne6OHXB7Qv2ObyHQ&ust=1478796254369900


Region 6 – Wentworth Lake 

• Donation from private 

owner 

• Restore public fishing on 

Wentworth Lake 

• Resume stocking 
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•Clallam County 

•1.5 Acres 



Public Comment Highlights 
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 Reasons for support 
 
     -  wildlife corridors   - hiking  
     -  hunting   - birding 
     -  access 

- Public fishing at Wentworth Lake 
- Protect wildlife corridor/retain private 

ownership in Methow 



Public Comment Highlights 
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  Concerns 
 

- Funding sources not clear 
 
- Cost of transfers from State Parks 
 
- Access impacts to adjacent 

landowners 



Lands 20/20 Process - Next Steps 
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 Director Approval 
 

 Apply for funding 
 

 Funds received 
 

 Finalize acquisitions 
 



24 Fish & Wildlife Commission Meeting - March 17 & 18 2017 


