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NOAA Fisheries Vessel Regulation Process  

• 2007- Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 

request for public comments 

• 2009- Proposed Rule, request for public comments, 

public meetings 

• 2011- Final Rule 

• 2013- Killer Whale Protection Workshop 

 
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/marine_mammals/killer_whale/vessel_regulations.html 



Environmental Assessment 

• Analysis of alternatives, 
benefits/impacts to resources 
including the whales, whale 
watch industry, and recreation 

• Provides scientific information 
regarding vessel impacts and 
data on economic impacts for 
each alternative 

• Conclusion: Regulations result in 
benefit for the whales and no 
significant impact to industry or 
recreation 



Protective Regulations 

Approach Restrictions: Prohibits 

vessels from approaching any 

killer whale in inland waters of WA 

closer than 200 yards  

 

Parking in the Path Prohibition: 

Requires vessels to keep clear of 

the whales’ path within 400 yards 

of the whales 

 



Implementation of New Regulations 

Education and Outreach 

• Continue working with partners- 
Soundwatch, Straitwatch, 
WDFW, DFO, PWWA 

• Update Be Whale Wise 

Enforcement 

• Joint Enforcement Agreement 
with WDFW, ESA grant 

Monitoring- review of current rules 

• Collect data on vessel 
activity/compliance 

• Collect data on economics  
 

 
  



Proposed No-go Zone 
 

• 2009 proposed rule included a no-go zone 
located along the west side of San Juan 
Island from May 1-Sept 30  

• 2011 final rule did not include no-go zone 
because: 

• degree of public opposition; we noted 
that to be effective, regulations must 
be understood by the public and have 
a degree of public acceptance 

• alternatives suggested by the public  
were not fully analyzed, and  

• comments on economic analysis. 

• Consider concept in the future 



Whale Protection Zone Petition 
 

• Petition submitted by three NGOs November 

2016 

• Notice of Receipt of petition and request  

    for public comment through April 13, 2017  

• Request information and comments on: 
(1) The advisability of and need for regulations to establish a whale 

protection zone; (2) the geographic scope of regulations; (3) 

alternative management options for regulating vessel interactions 

with killer whales, including but not limited to the option in the petition; 

(4) scientific and commercial information regarding the effects of 

vessels on killer whales and their habitat; (5) information regarding 

potential economic effects of regulating vessel interactions; and (6) 

any additional relevant information that NMFS should consider should 

it accept the petition. 



Review of Vessel Regulations  
• Compliance: Soundwatch 

reports 

• Biological impacts: Peer-

reviewed scientific articles, 

Dtag results 

• Enforcement: reports, tickets, 

warnings 

• Education: Public awareness 

(park visitor info, brochures, 

advertisements)’ 

• Economic reports 
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