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Do they belong? 
 

What will it take? 
 

Is Washington ready?  



Is Washington 
Ready for a 
Rewilding? 





The Three C’s 
 Cores! 

Key Concepts of Rewilding 
•Cores 

       •Corridors 
          •Carnivores 



Large areas of core       
habitat 



Core areas MUST be linked 



Top Predators are Instrumental 



Restore 
   
 Reconnect 
 
  Rewild 



Proponent Introduction 
 

Top carnivores have ecological benefits 
 
Land management makes it feasible 
 
Intact ecosystems are important 
 



Opponent Introduction 
 

Carnivore reintroduction does more damage than good 
 

Geography and population make it almost impossible 
 

Cooperation necessary is too complex  



19.8 million acres of public land 
Already managed for improvement, development and restoration 



More work needs to be done! 
 Minimize conflicts 
 Provide for multiple use 
 Works well for humans AND wildlife 



Restore? Really?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Growing not shrinking! 





Audubon Lake 



Tax dollars = Gone? 
Development = Gone? 
Agriculture = Gone? 
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$100,000,000 

100,000 Acres 



$$$One Hundred Million Reasons$$$ 
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Electric Marked Fencing Range Riders 

Rotating Pastures and Timing Guard Dogs 



Cost of doing business? 



“When selling dollar calves, cattlemen aren’t going to make a nickel!” 
2016- Craig Grub - Cattleman 



Added inputs=added costs=lower profitability=ranchers struggling  



Alberta success can serve as a model! 



They ARE here! 





Opponent Summary 
• Land use policy  is 

counterproductive to multiple 
use mentality 

• Corridors already  exist/Agencies 
already manage 

• Apex predators pose multiple 
risks 



Proponent Summary 
• Development of core habitat 

NEEDS to continue 
• Connectivity KEY for future 

success 
• Reestablishment of top 

carnivores to ecosystems makes 
ecosystems stronger 
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Thank You 



 

Is Washington Ready For A Rewilding? 


