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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:

The department needs to clarify for fishing guides and charter-boat operators their obligations in the use of charter stamps.
Specifically, the department needs to provide a clear process for fishing guides and charter-boat operators to follow when
they validate charter stamps for clients before fishing commences as well as the penalties for not properly doing so.

Reasons supporting proposal:

In the past, some members in the fishing guide and charter-boat operator industry have re-used charter stamps rather than issue new
charter stamps to clients as required under RCW 77.32.430. This practice is illegal. As a result, the department needs to provide a
clear process for the validation of charter stamps and to ensure that any violations of validating charter stamps are appropriately
penalized.
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NEW SECTION

WAC 220-69-23801 Charter stamps—Charter boat and guide operator
issuance duties. It is unlawful for a charter boat or guide operator
to fail to comply with the charter stamp validation requirements as
provided for in this section.

(1) Before any fTishing commences, the charter boat or guide oper-
ator shall write the validation date across every charter stamp issued
to a client i1In ink. The validation date i1s the first day on which a
client may fish for, harvest or possess fish, shellfish, or seaweed.

(2)(a) Each failure to validate a charter boat stamp Is punisha-
ble as an infraction under RCW 77.15.160, so long as the charter boat
or guide operator has not committed prior infractions under this sub-
section In the same calendar year involving a cumulative stamp value
of more than one hundred fifty dollars.

(b) Each failure to validate a charter boat stamp is punishable
as a gross misdemeanor under RCW 77.15.813 when the charter boat or
guide operator has previously committed infractions under (a) of this
subsection iIn the same calendar year involving a cumulative value of
more than one hundred fifty dollars.
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