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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-103P (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 18-161 

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☒     31 days after filing. 

☐     Other (specify)       (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should 

be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: This is to clarify the process for anglers who catch Canadian-based food fish and shellfish and land their catch in 
Washington state ports. The proposed change to the rule will make it easier for anglers to obtain a valid Canadian custom 
clearance number  

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:          
Repealed:  

Amended:  220-310-210 Possession and delivery of Canadian-origin food fish and shellfish 
 
Suspended:       

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 77.04.090, RCW 77.04.130, RCW 77.15.568, RCW 77.08.010, RCW 77.65.510, 
RCW 77.65.515, RCW 77.65.520 

Other authority:       

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 18-10-104 on May 2, 2018 (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version:       

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: 

Name:       

Address:       

Phone:       

Fax:       

TTY:       

Email:       

Web site:       

Other:       
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Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Federal rules or standards:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Recently enacted state statutes:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New        Amended 1 Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Pilot rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Other alternative rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

Date Adopted: July 13, 2018 

 

Name: Brad Smith 
 

Title: Chair, Fish and Wildlife Commission 

Signature: 

 
 



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-16-109, filed 7/28/17, effective 
8/28/17)

WAC 220-310-210  Possession and delivery of Canadian-origin food 
fish and shellfish.  (1) ((Canadian license required.)) It is unlawful 
to possess in marine waters or deliver into Washington shellfish or 
food fish taken for personal use from Canadian waters unless the per
son ((who)) also possesses ((or delivers the shellfish or food fish 
possesses)) a valid Canadian sport fishing license and catch record 
card, if one is required((, for the shellfish and food fish taken)).

(2) Canadian-origin rockfish restrictions: It is unlawful to pos
sess yelloweye or canary rockfish taken for personal use from Canadian 
waters.

(3) Canadian-origin halibut restrictions:
(a) The daily limit of halibut is one daily limit, regardless of 

the origin of the halibut.
(b) The possession limit is two halibut if at least one halibut 

was taken from Washington waters. It is unlawful to possess in excess 
of the Canadian possession limit of halibut for the time and area 
fished if all halibut were taken from Canadian waters.

(c) It is unlawful to possess more than one daily limit of hali
but aboard the fishing vessel.

(4) Canadian-origin salmon restrictions:
(a) It is unlawful to possess in marine waters or deliver into 

Washington any fresh salmon taken for personal use from Canadian wa
ters unless:

(i) Such salmon ((meet current)) are in compliance with current 
salmon regulations for the waters of the applicable department of fish 
and wildlife catch record card area((. However, if the vessel operator 
has a valid Canadian customs clearance number obtained once they are 
in Canadian waters fishers aboard the vessel may deliver Canadian-ori
gin salmon into Washington that are lawfully taken in Canada, regard
less of whether the salmon meet the current salmon regulations for the 
area where delivered.)); or

(ii) The vessel operator obtained a valid Canadian customs clear
ance number while the vessel was moored at a Canadian government dock 
in Ucluelet, Victoria, Sydney, White Rock, or Bedwell Harbor, British 
Columbia; or

(iii) The vessel operator has completed and submitted the trip 
report via the internet at http://wdfw/licensing/canadian_catch.php.; 
and

(iv) The salmon in possession are in compliance with Canadian 
fishing regulations.

(b) It is unlawful to fish for any species in state or offshore 
waters from a vessel having Canadian-origin salmon aboard that do not 
meet the current salmon regulations for the waters being fished.

(c) It is unlawful for a fisher to fish for any species in state 
or offshore waters if the fisher possesses in the field any salmon 
that do not meet the current salmon regulations for the waters being 
fished.

(5) "Delivery" of Canadian-origin fish into Washington defined. 
For the purposes of this section, "delivery" means transportation by a 
private or commercial recreational fishing vessel. Delivery in Wash
ington is complete when, within the state, the vessel anchors, moors, 
ties to a float or pier, or is placed or attempted to be placed on a 
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boat trailer. "Delivery" is also complete if the fish or shellfish are 
offloaded from the vessel within state waters.
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