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Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

Subject of possible rule making: Based on the mandate provided by the legislature during the 2018 session, WDFW
will work to provide rule to administer a training program that provides dog training opportunities, for selected
people, using nonlethal pursuit

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 77.15.245

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: The Agency frequently calls
upon dog handlers to assist during public safety incidents or property depredation from dangerous wildlife. In these
cases, the handlers are acting in the capacity of Agents of the State; however, opportunity for handlers to keep dogs
trained to be prepared in between calls for service has not been an option in Washington State. This rulemaking
will help to ensure that working dogs are available during these calls for service and that the dogs used are trained
for quick and skilled action. This program will be monitored and administered through the enforcement program.
A limited number of individuals will be selected and approved through extensive background checks and agency
requirements.

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these
agencies: N/A

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply):
X Negotiated rule making
[0 Pilot rule making
[0 Agency study
[1 Other (describe)

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before
publication by contacting:
(If necessary)

Name: Becky Bennett ,Community Outreach Liaison Name:
Address: PO Box 43200 Olympia WA 98504 Address:
Phone: 360-701-7026 Phone:
Fax: 360-902-2155 Fax:
TTY: TTY:
Email: becky.bennett@dfw.wa.gov Email:
Web site: wdfw.com/wdfwpolice Web site:
Other: Other:

Additional comments:
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Date: August 7, 2019

Signature:

Name: Jacalyn M Hursey

Title: Rules Coordinator
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