CODE REVISER USE ONLY

PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OFFICE OF THE CODE REVISER

STATE OF WASHINGTON

OF INQUIRY FILED

DATE: December 07, 2022
CR-101 (October 2017) TIME: 11:21 AM

(Implements RCW 34.05.310) WSR 22-24-112
Do NOT use for expedited rule making

Agency: Department of Fish and Wildlife (P2022-19)

Subject of possible rule making: The department is considering amending WAC 220-353-050 to add certain bottomfish
(also known as “groundfish”) to the list of commercially taken species that are permitted to be possessed, transported through
the waters of the state, and landed in the dressed condition. The agency is considering limiting the allowance to specific
sectors operating under the federal groundfish fisheries regulations.

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.12.045,
77.04.055, and 77.12.047

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: To ensure accurate data
collection for stock assessments, fish are currently required to be landed into Washington ports in the whole (also known as
“round”) condition, unless specifically exempted by regulation. Some commercial fishers have requested that additional
species, such as rockfishes, be exempted because dressing them at sea would preserve their marketability and reduce
discarding early in the trip due to spoilage.

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these
agencies: The agency participates in the conservation and management of bottomfish through the Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council). This rule would not conflict with regulations adopted by the Council and implemented into
federal regulations by the National Marine Fisheries Service.

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply):
[0 Negotiated rule making
[0 Pilot rule making
X Agency study
(1 Other (describe)

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before
publication by contacting:
(If necessary)

Name: Whitney Roberts Name: Whitney Roberts

Address: 1111 Washington St. SE, Olympia, WA 98501 Address: 1111 Washington St. SE, Olympia, WA 98501
Phone: 855-925-2801 project code: 2303 Phone: 360-902-2675

Fax: Fax:

TTY: 1-800-833-6388 OR 711 TTY: 1-800-833-6388 OR 711

Email: commercialrockfish@Publiclnput.com Email: Whitney.Roberts@dfw.wa.gov

Web site: https://publicinput.com/commercialrockfish Web site: wdfw.wa.gov

Other: For comments Other: For questions

Additional comments: Assistance for Additional Accessibility and Persons with Disabilities Contact:
Title VI/ADA Compliance Coordinator

Phone: (360) 902-2349, TTY: 1-800-833-6388 OR 711

Email: Title6 @dfw.wa.gov

Date: 12/7/2022 Signature:

Name: Chris Fredley

cAing c%_“ﬂody

Title: Acting Agency Rules Coordinator
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