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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-103P (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) (#P2024-09) 

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☒     31 days after filing. 

☐     Other (specify)       (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should 

be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: Based on the passage of 2SSB 5784 in the 2024 legislative session, the department has amended WACs 220-
440-140, WAC 220-440-150, WAC 220-440-180, and WAC 220-440-230. The new rules place limits on the amounts paid to 
eligible farmers for damage to their commercial crops caused by damage from deer and elk. WDFW is now restricted to pay 

no more than $300,000 per fiscal year from the state general fund. In addition, the maximum payment amount for a crop or 

livestock loss claim is increased from $10,000 to $30,000. The limit of a claim is now $30,000 and not appealable for a higher 

payment.  
  
The bill and now the rules also provide that any qualified claim for payment that is more than the available funds in the 
current fiscal year is eligible for payment in the next fiscal year. If additional funds are not provided by the legislature in the 
next fiscal year, then no further payment may be made on the claim unless the legislature specifically appropriates funds for 
that purpose. Under certain circumstances, the legislature may declare an emergency and may appropriate additional monies 
to pay WDFW for qualified crop damage claims. Furthermore, the bill requires that claims that are submitted to WDFW will be 
prioritized for payment based upon the highest percentage of loss, calculated by comparing agreed-upon or alternatively paid 
out commercial crop damages to the gross sales or harvested value of commercial crops for the previous tax year. 

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:          
Repealed:       

Amended: WACs 220-440-140, 220-440-150, 220-440-180, and 220-440-230. 
Suspended:       

Statutory authority for adoption: RCWs 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, and 77.12.020. 

Other authority: RCWs 77.36.080, 77.36.100, and 77.36.130. 

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 24-16-038 on July 29, 2024 (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: There are two differences between the 
proposed rules and the adopted rules.  
 
1.There was an incorrect reference to RCW 77.36.180 in WAC sections 220-440-140 and 220-440-150. The correct 
reference in both sections should be RCW 77.36.130. The correction has been made in the final rule draft rule.  
 
2.Two words – “must provide” – were added to the second to last sentence in WAC 220-440-140(16). The sentence now 
reads ”The claimant must provide records in support of the prioritization method as proscribed therein.” These two words 
have been added to the final rule draft. 
   
If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: 

Name:       

Address:       

Phone:       

Fax:       

TTY:       
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Email:       

Web site:       

Other:       

Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Federal rules or standards:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Recently enacted state statutes:  New      Amended 4 Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Pilot rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Other alternative rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

Date Adopted: October 18, 2024 

 

Name: Kelly Susewind 
 

Title: WDFW Director  

Signature:  
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