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PROPOSED RULE MAKING 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

      

CR-102 (June 2024) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.320) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) [2024-16A] 

☒ Original Notice 

☐ Supplemental Notice to WSR       

☐ Continuance of WSR       

☒ Preproposal Statement of Inquiry was filed as WSR 24-21-094 filed on October 17, 2024; or 

☐ Expedited Rule Making--Proposed notice was filed as WSR      ; or 

☐ Proposal is exempt under RCW 34.05.310(4) or 34.05.330(1); or 

☐ Proposal is exempt under RCW      . 

Title of rule and other identifying information: (describe subject)   
WAC 220-415-100 Cougar hunting seasons and regulations. 
WAC 220-400-050 Requirements for sealing of pelts and collection of biological information for river otter, cougar, lynx, and 
bobcat. 
 

Hearing location(s):   

Date: Time: Location: (be specific) Comment: 

March 20-22, 2025 8:00 a.m. Hybrid – Kennewick (Tri-cities) 
Three Rivers Convention Center, 
7016 W Grandridge Blvd, 
Kennewick, WA 99336 

Register to testify at the public hearing is available at: 
www.wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission/meeitngs#public-
testimony, or contact the Commission office at (360)-
902-2267. 

 

Date of intended adoption: On or after April 4, 2025         (Note: This is NOT the effective date) 

Submit written comments to: Assistance for persons with disabilities: 

Name: Wildlife Program Contact:  Title VI/ADA Compliance Coordinator 

Address: PO Box 43200, Olympia, WA.  98504 Phone: (360) 902-2349 

Email: 2025SSCougar@publicinput.com Fax        

Fax: (360)-902-2162 TTY:  1-800-833-6388 or 711 

Phone: (855) 925-2801 Project Code 10654 
Other  https://publicinput.com/2025sscougar 
Comment by Phone:(855) 925-2801 Project Code: 10654] 

Email:  Title6@dfw.wa.gov or CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov 

Beginning (date and time):  February 5, 2025  

By (date and time)  March 24, 2025 By (date)  March 24, 2025 

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:   
WAC 220-415-100 Cougar hunting seasons and regulations: 
 
The purpose of the proposed changes to this WAC are to specify the harvest caps for cougar harvest seasons by Cougar 
Hunt Management Unit (previously PMUs), to specify what mortalities count towards the cap (harvest and conflict), and to 
specify that the cougar hotline and website will be updated for closures weekly. Specifically, the amendments, if adopted as 
proposed, do the following: 
 
1. All independent-aged harvested or removed cougars shall count towards the total cougar mortality cap. 
2. The cougar hunting season will begin September 1 and end March 31. 
3. All human-conflict and hunter harvest cougar mortality shall count toward the total cougar mortality cap. 
4. The season shall close in Cougar Hunt Management Units once the cap has been reached. 
5.  Closures will occur weekly on Thursdays throughout the harvest season. This will allow hunters to check closures prior to 
the weekend so they can hunt remotely without the need to verify if their hunt unit is open for cougar harvest. 
 
Harvest framework: Harvest caps are limits set on cougar mortality by Cougar Hunt Management Unit. Cougar Data Analysis 
Units are large, population-scale areas in Washington being used to analyze mortality at the cougar population level rather 

http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission/meeitngs#public-testimony
http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission/meeitngs#public-testimony
mailto:2025SSCougar@publicinput.com
https://publicinput.com/2025sscougar
mailto:Title6@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:CivilRightsTeam@dfw.wa.gov
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than the Hunt Management Unit level. Caps are set using the following structure: In Cougar Data Analysis Units where the 
total cougar mortality exceeds 16% when averaged over the prior complete three-year period, the Cougar Hunt Management 
Unit within that Cougar Data Analysis Units that are over 16% receive a 10% cap until the next three-year season setting time 
period; the remaining Cougar Hunt Management Units receive a 16% cap. In Cougar Data Analysis Units where the total 
cougar mortality remains below 16% when averaged over the prior complete three-year period, the Cougar Hunt 
Management Units within those Cougar Data Analysis Units will receive a 16% cap. Caps will be reevaluated at the next 
three-year season setting period. 
 
WAC 220-400-050 Requirements for sealing of pelts and collection of biological information for river otter, cougar, 
lynx, and bobcat: 
 
The purpose of the changes to this WAC is to specify the following: that cougars must be sealed within three days of the 
harvest barring holidays and weekends, the cougar hotline reporting language is removed and no longer required, what 
information is needed for submitting a bobcat or otter pelt for sealing, and to make it possible for taxidermists/fur buyers to 
receive sealed bobcat pelts for later jaw submission by the hunter. 
 

Reasons supporting proposal:  WAC 220-415-100 Cougar hunting seasons and regulations: 
  
The amendments, if adopted as proposed, will provide a more robust framework for WDFW to manage cougar populations to 
maintain population stability and adult male territoriality. This proposed management framework is based on Washington 
cougar research and was created through a collaborative effort including regional biologists, species specialists, 
management staff, and scientists.  
  
WAC 220-400-050 Requirements for sealing of pelts and collection of biological information for river otter, cougar, 
lynx, and bobcat:  
 
The amendments, if adopted as proposed, will allow WDFW to remove the cougar reporting hotline, which was hardly used, 
and require cougars be brought in for sealing within three-days of harvest. This shortens the total reporting time required by 
hunters, but it allows staff to account for cougar mortality at a faster and timelier rate, especially since many of the public 
were already getting their cats sealed before calling the hotline, which had a three-day reporting requirement. Finally, the 
amendments, if adopted as proposed, will also clarify the rulemaking around collecting lower bobcat jaws and specify what 
information is needed to get bobcat and otter pelts sealed. 
 

Statutory authority for adoption:  RCWs 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.08.030, 77.12.047, 77.15.010, 77.15.020, 
77.15.160, 77.15.240, 77.15.245, 77.15.280, and 77.15.410. 

Statute being implemented:  RCWs 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.08.030, 77.12.047, 77.15.010, 77.15.020, 
77.15.160, 77.15.240, 77.15.245, 77.15.280, and 77.15.410. 

Is rule necessary because of a: 

Federal Law? ☐  Yes ☒  No 

Federal Court Decision? ☐  Yes ☒  No 

State Court Decision? ☐  Yes ☒  No 

If yes, CITATION:       

Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal 
matters: None. 

Name of proponent: (person or organization)   WDFW  

Type of proponent:  ☐ Private.  ☐ Public.  ☒ Governmental. 

Name of agency personnel responsible for: 

Name Office Location Phone 

Drafting    Mick Cope 
1111 Washington St. SE 
Olympia, WA.  98501 
 

(360) 902-2515 

Implementation  Mick Cope 
1111 Washington St. SE 
Olympia, WA.  98501 
 

(360) 902-2515 

Enforcement   Steve Bear 
1111 Washington St. SE 
Olympia, WA.  98501 
 

(360) 902-2373 

Is a school district fiscal impact statement required under RCW 28A.305.135? ☐  Yes ☒  No 

If yes, insert statement here: 
      

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.305.135
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The public may obtain a copy of the school district fiscal impact statement by contacting: 

Name        

Address       

Phone        

Fax        

TTY        

Email        

Other        

Is a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.328? 

☐  Yes: A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting: 

Name        

Address       

Phone        

Fax        

TTY        

Email        

Other        

☒  No:  Please explain: This proposal does not require a cost benefit analysis under RCW 34.05.328. 

Regulatory Fairness Act and Small Business Economic Impact Statement 
Note: The Governor's Office for Regulatory Innovation and Assistance (ORIA) provides support in completing this part. 

(1) Identification of exemptions: 
This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, may be exempt from requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act (see 
chapter 19.85 RCW). For additional information on exemptions, consult the exemption guide published by ORIA. Please 
check the box for any applicable exemption(s): 

☐  This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW 19.85.061 because this rule making is being 

adopted solely to conform and/or comply with federal statute or regulations. Please cite the specific federal statute or 
regulation this rule is being adopted to conform or comply with, and describe the consequences to the state if the rule is not 
adopted. 
Citation and description:       

☐  This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt because the agency has completed the pilot rule process 

defined by RCW 34.05.313 before filing the notice of this proposed rule. 

☐  This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under the provisions of RCW 15.65.570(2) because it was 

adopted by a referendum. 

☐  This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(3). Check all that apply: 

☐ RCW 34.05.310 (4)(b) ☐ RCW 34.05.310 (4)(e) 

 (Internal government operations)  (Dictated by statute) 

☐ RCW 34.05.310 (4)(c) ☐ RCW 34.05.310 (4)(f) 

 (Incorporation by reference)  (Set or adjust fees) 

☐ RCW 34.05.310 (4)(d) ☐ RCW 34.05.310 (4)(g) 

 (Correct or clarify language)  ((i) Relating to agency hearings; or (ii) process 

   requirements for applying to an agency for a license 
or permit) 

☒  This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4). (Does not affect small businesses). 

☐  This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW       . 

Explanation of how the above exemption(s) applies to the proposed rule:        

(2) Scope of exemptions: Check one. 

☒  The rule proposal: Is fully exempt. (Skip section 3.) Exemptions identified above apply to all portions of the rule proposal. 

☐  The rule proposal: Is partially exempt. (Complete section 3.) The exemptions identified above apply to portions of the rule 

proposal, but less than the entire rule proposal. Provide details here (consider using this template from ORIA):         

☐  The rule proposal: Is not exempt. (Complete section 3.) No exemptions were identified above. 

(3) Small business economic impact statement: Complete this section if any portion is not exempt. 

If any portion of the proposed rule is not exempt, does it impose more-than-minor costs (as defined by RCW 19.85.020(2)) 
on businesses? 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.328
https://www.oria.wa.gov/site/alias__oria/934/Regulatory-Fairness-Act-Support.aspx
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=19.85&full=true
https://www.oria.wa.gov/Portals/_oria/VersionedDocuments/RFA/Regulatory_Fairness_Act/RFA-Exemptions.docx
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=19.85.061
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.313
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=15.65.570
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=19.85.025
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.310
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=19.85.025
https://www.oria.wa.gov/RFA-Exemption-Table
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☐  No  Briefly summarize the agency’s minor cost analysis and how the agency determined the proposed rule did not 

impose more-than-minor costs.          

☐  Yes Calculations show the rule proposal likely imposes more-than-minor cost to businesses and a small business 

economic impact statement is required. Insert the required small business economic impact statement here: 
      

 

The public may obtain a copy of the small business economic impact statement or the detailed cost calculations by 
contacting: 

Name        

Address        

Phone        

Fax        

TTY        

Email        

Other        

 
Date: February 4, 2025 

 

Name: Scott Bird 
 

Title: WDFW Agency Rules Coordinator 

Signature: 
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