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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-103P (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 2024-16A 

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☒     31 days after filing. 

☐     Other (specify)       (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should 

be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: The purpose of the amendments to WAC 220-415-100 is to specify the following:  
(a) The harvest caps for cougar harvest seasons by Cougar Hunt Management Unit; 
(b) The mortalities that count towards the cap (harvest and conflict); 
(c) Weekly closure updates to the cougar hotline and website. 

 
For more detail, the department has made the following specific amendments:  

1. All independent-aged harvested or removed cougars shall count towards the total cougar mortality cap;  
2. The cougar hunting season will begin September 1 and end March 31;  
3. All human-conflict and hunter harvest cougar mortality shall count toward the total cougar mortality cap;  
4. The season shall close in Cougar Hunt Management Units once the cap has been reached;  
5. Closures will occur weekly on Thursdays throughout the harvest season. This will allow hunters to check closures 

prior to the weekend so they can hunt remotely without the need to verify if their hunt unit is open for cougar harvest.  
   
The purpose of the amendments to WAC 220-400-050 is to update the requirements of sealing of pelts and collection of 
biological information for river otter, cougar, lynx and bobcat.  
  
The amendments specify the following: 

(a) That cougars must be sealed within three business days of the harvest; 
(b) The cougar hotline reporting language is removed and no longer required; 
(c) The information that is needed for submitting a bobcat or otter pelt for sealing; 
(d) To allow taxidermists/fur buyers to receive sealed bobcat pelts for later jaw submission by the hunter.  

 

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:          
Repealed:       
Amended: WACs 220-415-100 and 220-400-050. 
Suspended:       

Statutory authority for adoption: RCWs 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.08.030, 77.12.047, 77.15.010, 77.15.020, 
77.15.160, 77.15.240, 77.15.245, 77.15.280, and 77.15.410. 

Other authority: None. 

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-04-101 on February 4, 2025 (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: None. 

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: 

Name:       

Address:       
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Phone:       

Fax:       

TTY:       

Email:       

Web site:       

Other:       

Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Federal rules or standards:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Recently enacted state statutes:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New        Amended     2 Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Pilot rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Other alternative rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

Date Adopted: April 9, 2025 

 

Name: Barbara Baker 
 

Title: WDFW Commission Chair 

Signature: 
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