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CR-103P (December 2017) || Twe. 1185 A

(Implements RCW 34.05.360) WSR 25-09-099

Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 2024-16A

Effective date of rule:
Permanent Rules
31 days after filing.
1  Other (specify) (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should
be stated below)

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule?
U Yes No If Yes, explain:

Purpose: The purpose of the amendments to WAC 220-415-100 is to specify the following:
(@) The harvest caps for cougar harvest seasons by Cougar Hunt Management Unit;
(b) The mortalities that count towards the cap (harvest and conflict);
(c) Weekly closure updates to the cougar hotline and website.

For more detail, the department has made the following specific amendments:

All independent-aged harvested or removed cougars shall count towards the total cougar mortality cap;

The cougar hunting season will begin September 1 and end March 31;

All human-conflict and hunter harvest cougar mortality shall count toward the total cougar mortality cap;

The season shall close in Cougar Hunt Management Units once the cap has been reached;

Closures will occur weekly on Thursdays throughout the harvest season. This will allow hunters to check closures
prior to the weekend so they can hunt remotely without the need to verify if their hunt unit is open for cougar harvest.

agrLONE

The purpose of the amendments to WAC 220-400-050 is to update the requirements of sealing of pelts and collection of
biological information for river otter, cougar, lynx and bobcat.

The amendments specify the following:
(a) That cougars must be sealed within three business days of the harvest;
(b) The cougar hotline reporting language is removed and no longer required;
(c) The information that is needed for submitting a bobcat or otter pelt for sealing;
(d) To allow taxidermists/fur buyers to receive sealed bobcat pelts for later jaw submission by the hunter.

Citation of rules affected by this order:
New:
Repealed:
Amended: WACs 220-415-100 and 220-400-050.
Suspended:

Statutory authority for adoption: RCWs 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.08.030, 77.12.047, 77.15.010, 77.15.020,
77.15.160, 77.15.240, 77.15.245, 77.15.280, and 77.15.410.

Other authority: None.

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making)
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-04-101 on February 4, 2025 (date).
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: None.

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by
contacting:

Name:
Address:
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Phone:
Fax:
TTY:
Email:
Web site:
Other:

Note: If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero.
No descriptive text.

Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note.
A section may be counted in more than one category.

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with:

Federal statute: New Amended Repealed
Federal rules or standards: New Amended Repealed
Recently enacted state statutes: New Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity:

New Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative:

New Amended 2 Repealed

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures:

New Amended Repealed
The number of sections adopted using:
Negotiated rule making: New Amended Repealed
Pilot rule making: New Amended Repealed
Other alternative rule making: New Amended Repealed
Date Adopted: April 9, 2025 Signature:

Name: Barbara Baker %

Title: WDFW Commission Chair
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-16-056, filed 7/31/24, effective
8/31/24)

WAC 220-415-100 Cougar hunting seasons and regulations. It is
unlawful to fail to comply with the provisions below. A violation of
this section is punishable under RCW 77.15.410, 77.15.245, or
77.15.280.

(1) As used in this section and in the context of general cougar
hunting seasons, "cap" is based on the best available estimate of in-

dependent-aged cougar density and growth rate. ((Curreptdy—those—pa—

rameters—are—estimated—at 2 3—~cougars—per +H00——sguare—Kkitometers—and—33

o—eo —and——anT—o S S g
cagsed—eougar—mortatity)r=)) Cougar mortalities that count towards the
cap include independent-aged harvested cougars and cougars killed in
response to conflict.

(2) General cougar season 1s September 1st to March 31st. Hunters
can use any legal weapon to hunt cougars.

(3) ((%ﬁ—PMUs—%ha%—feagh—%he—%3—pefegﬁ%—eap—?fief—%e—%he—feefea—

eteose—within—F2 hovrs—ofthat number being—reacheds)) If a cougar data

analysis unit's (CDAU) three-year average during the three-year season
setting process is greater than 16 percent mortality, then the cougar
hunt management units (CHMU) that were over 16 percent within that
CDAU will receive a 10 percent cap, while the remaining CHMUs in that
CDAU will receive a 16 percent cap. If a CDAU's three-year average
during the three-year season setting process is less than 16 percent
mortality, then the CHMUs within that CDAU will receive a 16 percent

cap.

Caps by Hunt Area:

Population-Management
(« BnitPMY) Hunt-Area 13pereent-Cap 20-pereent
1 GMU16+ 8 13
2 GMU165 2 3
3 GMUs1H081H+ 6 8
4 GMU-H3 5 8
5 GMUH7 7 H
6 GMUH24 6 8
7 GMUS 124127130 8 2
8 GMUs 133136, 139,142,248, 254; None Nene
260;262;266;269;,272,278;284:290;
330,334, 3H372,373;379-38%
9 GMUs1H49154162,163 4 5
10 GMUs145166: 175178 5 7
H GMUs169172181186 3 5
12 GMU-263 5 8
13 GMU-2064 7 H
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((Population Management
Bnit-PMB)
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6))

Cougar Hunt Management
Unit (CHMU)

Hunt Area

GMU 101

GMU 105

GMUs 108, 111

GMU 113

[ [ [ [N | [—

GMU 117

a -l>"J':.‘th?ﬁ?%-P@\-huaﬂoﬂ-%w-bwﬂbwmgd:"l@?w@\@\ﬁd\@\@\%-hm%-l>
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Cougar Hunt Management
Unit (CHMU)

Hunt Area

GMU 121

GMU 124

GMUs 127, 130

GMUs 133, 136

GMUs 139, 142

GMUs 145, 166, 175, 178

GMUs 149, 154, 162, 163

GMUs 169, 172, 181, 186

GMU 203

GMU 204

GMUs 209, 215

GMUs 218, 231

GMU 224

GMUs 233, 239

GMUs 242, 243

GMUs 244, 246, 247

GMUs 245, 250

BB (=8 |[e]l=|S |15 [I= IS IS =] 5 |re oo = fion

GMUs 248, 254, 260, 262, 266,

269

GMUs 249, 251

GMUs 272, 278, 284, 290

GMUs 328, 329, 330, 334, 335

GMUs 336, 340, 342, 346

GMUs 352, 356, 360, 364, 368

GMUs 371, 372, 373, 379, 381

GMUs 382, 388

GMU 407

GMU 418

GMUs 426, 437

GMU 448

GMU 450

GMU 454

GMU 460

GMUs 466, 485*

GMUs 501, 504, 506, 530

GMUs 503, 505, 520, 550

GMUs 510, 513

GMU 516

GMUs 524, 554, 556

GMUs 560, 572

GMU 564

GMU 568

GMU 574

GMU 578

2 [ e e s e o 2
O |00 || [ [ [ [ [N | I— IS [N |00 [ N[N [l [ (W [ [I— [IS [INO [loo [N [l ||l |14

GMUs 601, 602, 603, 612

®l
=210 (18 100 [ 1= | [ 1 [ 1o |14 [1oo = [ |11 |89 |1 [ S [ 1o [ 1on [1on [ b [ 100 [ 1M1 |13 [1oe [ 1o [N | oo |13 |13 [1on [ 1on [ 162 [ 1on [ 1o 10 [ 1oy [ 160 |1 [16a [ 1= [ 1o |14 [1w |4>%
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Cougar Hunt Management
Unit (CHMU) Hunt Area Cap

50 GMUs 607, 615, 618 6

51 GMUs 621, 624 7

52 GMU 627 2

53 GMUs 633, 636, 651 8

54 GMUs 638, 642, 648 8

55 GMUs 652, 666 4

56 GMUs 653, 654 6

57 GMUs 658, 660, 663, 672, 673, 13

681, 684, 699
58 GMU 667 4
* A special permit to hunt deer or elk in GMU 485 is required to hunt cougar in GMU 485.

(a) ((Fa—hunrt—areas—with aeap+)) The cougar hunting season shall
close in one or more ((PMUs)) CHMUs if cougar mortality meets or ex-

ceeds the assigned cap. Additionally, if opened, the season shall
close on the Thursday following the cap being reached.

(b) ((Fr—hunt—areas—with a——eap+)) Cougar hunters may hunt cougar
until the hunt area cap has been met, and the department has notified
licensed cougar hunters by posting the hunt area closure on the de-
partment's website and on the toll-free cougar hunting hotline, or
March 31st, whichever occurs first.

(4) Cap system:

(a) The cap includes all ((&mewrn)) hunter harvest and known human
conflict-related independent-aged cougar mortality ((Hretuoding—har—
£33 ot PR NE P N o B A roaocmrmarn o + £1 4 ~+ A Sz +h~

sted——eovgars,—ecotgars—kitteddn—respense—teo—econflicts——eandarv—othex
form—of—known—human—cavsed—ecougar—meortality))). The counting of mor-
talities will commence on April 1st and conclude on March 31st of the
following year
(b) ((Fndd

. term—eodgar it —eertirne—+teo—be—Kkilled—or
ag—needed b I ag) ) Agency authorized removals, including dep-
redation permits, landowner kill permits, and WDFW depredation author-
ity, will continue regardless of cap.

(c) It is each cougar hunter's responsibility to verify if the
cougar hunting season is open or closed in hunt areas with a cap. Cou-
gar hunters can verify if the season is open or closed by calling the
toll-free cougar hunting hotline or visiting the department's website.

(d) The department may close hunting in any ((BMB)) CHMU prior to
the cap being reached, upon consideration of factors such as disease,
suspected additional mortality, or any other issue affecting the cou-
gar population.

(5) Cougar hunting season requirements and special restric-
tions ((+=)):

(a) A wvalid big game hunting license which includes cougar as a
species option is required to hunt cougar.

(b) The statewide bag limit is one cougar per license year state-
wide; excluding removals authorized under WAC 220-440-030. One cougar
transport tag 1s included with a big game hunting license that has
cougar as a species option.

(c) It is unlawful to kill or possess spotted cougar kittens or
adult cougars accompanied by spotted kittens.

((#e>)) (d) The use of dogs to hunt cougar is prohibited; except
by a commission authorized permit (WAC 220-440-030 and 220-412-130).

Y
TLLT
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((#)) (e) Any person who takes a cougar must comply with the
notification and sealing requirements in WAC 220-400-050.

( (e r—A—speeciat—cougarpermit—3s—Freguired—ftohunt—ecougar—3n—G6MY
485+))
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 24-11-029, filed 5/7/24, effective
6/7/24)

WAC 220-400-050 Requirements for sealing of pelts and collection
of biological information for river otter, cougar, lynx, and bobcat.
(1) It is unlawful to possess river otter, cougar, 1lynx, or bobcat
taken in Washington without a department identification seal which has
been attached to the raw pelt, on or off the carcass, prior to the
pelt sealing deadline.

(2) The raw pelt of a bobcat or river otter must be presented to
an authorized department employee, or authorized individual under per-
mit with the department, for sealing by April 20th, and the associated
harvest report must be submitted to the department by April 20th ((af—
£exr)), following the close of the appropriate hunting or trapping sea-
son in which it was killed.

Any person who ((¥akes)) submits a bobcat pelt for sealing must
also present a ((eteared—and—air—))dried complete lower Jjaw (both
sides) from the same animal, in such a manner that the canine tooth
can be extracted for aging, to an authorized department employee, or
authorized individual under permit with the department, at the time of
sealing before a pelt seal will be issued. Bobcats being sent to WDFW
licensed taxidermists or sold to WDFW licensed fur buyers may be
sealed prior to jaw submission so long as the harvester signs a state-
ment requiring that they will submit the jaw to the department by the
April 20th deadline, following the close of the appropriate hunting or
trapping season in which it was killed.

Any person who submits a bobcat or river otter pelt for mandatory
sealing must have collected the following appropriate and accurate in-
formation from the harvester that is required for sealing: The har-
vester's name and WILD ID, date and location of kill, sex of the har-
vested animal, and harvest method.

(3) Any person who takes a cougar ( (withewt—theuvuse—-of dogs—must

PR , " op SR e 1 1

+ provide—the—hurnterls—rame;—date—and—deeca
—anre—sex—eof—animat~)) must present the raw pelt (
mast—e—presented)) of the cougar, with evidence of sex attached, to
an authorized department employee for sealing within ((fi+we)) three
days _(excluding weekends and holidays) of ((the—meotifieation—-of—tditd))
harvest.

Any person who takes a cougar must also present the cougar skull,
in such a manner that teeth and biological samples can be extracted,
to an authorized department employee at the time of sealing and pro-
vide the hunter's name, date and location of kill, and sex of the ani-
mal.

(4) It is unlawful to transport, or cause the transport, out of
Washington a raw pelt of river otter, cougar, lynx, or bobcat taken in
Washington without a department seal attached to the pelt.

(5) The raw pelt of a river otter, cougar, lynx, or bobcat taken
outside Washington and imported into the state must be identified by a
tag, seal or permit consistent with federal, state or country of ori-
gin laws and be accompanied by an invoice, declaration or permit spec-
ifying the number of pelts in the shipment.
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(6) It is unlawful to possess an unlocked, broken, or otherwise
open department seal for river otter, cougar, lynx, or bobcat unless
the seal wire or band has been cut through and removed from a pelt
that has been received and invoiced by a licensed taxidermist or fur
dealer for processing or removed from a pelt that has been processed,
except that individuals authorized by the department to seal pelts may
possess open, unbroken seals.
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