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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-103P (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) P2024-16E 

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☒     31 days after filing. 

☐     Other (specify)       (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should 

be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: The purpose of the rule changes is to adjust, maintain, or establish recreational hunting seasons, including updates 
to special hunts, firearm restriction areas, deer areas, mountain goat, sheep, and moose areas. The rule project supports the 
department’s legislative mandate to provide sustainable recreational hunting opportunities for all residents. 
 
The rule revisions modify Washington State's migratory game bird seasons and regulations to continue to conserve migratory 
game bird resources of Washington and to provide recreational opportunity that are consistent with federal frameworks. 
Migratory game bird seasons and regulations are developed based on cooperative management programs among states of 
the Pacific Flyway and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that consider population status and other biological parameters.  
 

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:          
Repealed:       

Amended: WACs 220-412-070, 220-413-180, 220-415-010, 220-415-030, 220-415-050, 220-415-060,  
220-415-070, 220-415-120, 220-415-130, 220-416-060. 
Suspended:       

Statutory authority for adoption: RCWs 77.04.012, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 77.08.030, 77.12.047, 77.15.410, and 
77.32.530.  

Other authority:       

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 25-04-096 on February 04, 2025 (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version:  
 
WAC 220-412-090  Multi-season deer and elk tags. 
The director decided not to adopt the amendment to the rule that would establish additional multi-season permits for deer 
and elk. This decision was based on comments and additional information received during the public comment period and 
tribal engagement. 
 
WAC 220-415-030 Deer special permits. 
 
Season dates for the any weapon, Quality, Youth, and Hunters with Disabilities categories special hunt Green River was 
adjusted from Nov. 22-26 to Oct. 25-29 and Nov. 22-26. Season dates for the modern firearm, Youth category special 
hunt Beezley was adjusted from Oct. 11-26 to Oct. 11-21.  
 
WAC 220-415-060 2024 Elk special permits. 
 
Season dates for the modern firearm, Quality Category special hunts Blue Creek, Peola, and Couse were adjusted from 
Sept 23-26 to Sept 22-26. Season dates for the modern firearm, Antlerless Category special hunt Teanaway were 
adjusted from Oct. 26-Nov.3 to Oct. 29-Nov. 2.  
 
Season dates for the any weapon, Quality Category special hunt Green River was adjusted from Nov. 22-26 to Oct. 25-29 
and Nov. 22-26. The permit levels were also adjusted for this hunt from 8 to 4.  
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Season dates for the any weapon, Quality category special hunt Green River was adjusted from Nov. 22-26 to Oct. 25-29 
and Nov. 22-26.  
 
WAC 220-415-120 Bighorn sheep seasons, permit quotas, and areas. 
 
Chelan Butte adult ewe permit was moved from the “Adult ewe” category to the “Youth” category. This is a clerical fix; the 
hunt was inadvertently placed in the wrong category (Youth is the correct category).  
 
 
WAC 220-416-060 2024-2025 Waterfowl and migratory gamebird seasons and regulations.  
 
In Goose Management Area 4, shift the closure period for white goose regular season to Monday, December 1, 2025 to 
Friday, December 19, 2025 (a 19-day closure) and shift the late-period one week later to Saturday, February 21, 2026 to 
Sunday, March 8, 2026 (16-days), to allow harvest opportunity when white geese are present across the broader 
distribution of Goose Management Area 4. 
 
For brant, results of the Pacific Flyway Fall Brant Survey became available in late-February 2025, requiring a “Restrictive” 
Regulation package requiring no more than a 16-day window of harvest opportunity and a 2-brant daily bag limit by 
federal framework. This requires Pacific County to start on January 10, 2026, rather than January 3, 2026.  
 
 
 
 
If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: 

Name:       

Address:       

Phone:       

Fax:       

TTY:       

Email:       

Web site:       

Other:       

Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Federal rules or standards:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Recently enacted state statutes:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New        Amended 10 Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New        Amended      Repealed       
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The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Pilot rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Other alternative rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

Date Adopted: April 11, 2025 

 

Name: Kelly Susewind 
 

Title: WDFW Director   

Signature: 
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